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Bush, Kerry face off

on foreign policy

B Candidates tackle post-9/11 decisions
in first of three presidential debates
B Differing stances on Iraq clarified

Page 9

B Finding the truth in what
they actually said

Page 10

AP photos

Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., and President Bush stood on the same stage Thursday for the first time in this campaign season, participating in their opening debate in Coral Gables,
Fla. The first of three dehales focused on foreign policy, with the president steadfastly defending the deci: s jon to 80 to war in Iraq and Ker: ry calling it a “colossal error of
judgment.” Both candidates were claiming victory on Friday, though several polls showed voters were with Kerry’s pe
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Comics

States

D.C.-area sniper case: A judge dis-
missed an indictment Friday against
convicted sniper John Allen Muham-
mad, ruling that Virginia waited too
long to try him for capital murder in the
death of an FBI analyst who was shot in a
store parking lot.
uhammad, already convicted and sen-
tenced to death for one of the sniper killings,
was to have faced trial beginning in January
in the analyst’s death, one of 10 killings lhal
terrorized the Washington area over three
weeks in October
Prosecutors and defense attorneys dis-
agreed on when Muhammad was arrested.

Peterson trial: Scott Peterson showed
greater interest in the police search for his
missing pregnant wife, Laci, than what ju-
rors in his murder trial were originally told,
according to the lead detective on the case.

Modesto police Detective Craig Grogan
conceded Thursday that his testimony earli-
er in the week may have misrepresented
how often Scott Peterson had contacted au-
thorities about his wife’s disappearance.

During cross-examination Thursday by
Peterson’s lawyer Mark Geragos, the detec-
tive acknowledged that Peterson made
many more inquiries. Grogan said the
monthly contact was between Peterson and
himself, and did not include conversations
the former fertilizer salesman had with
other officers.

Gun maker lawsuit: The country’s largest
firearms maker is not liable for the shooting
of two police officers by a felon, a judge
ruled.

Former Orange, N.J., police officers Dave
Lemongello and Kenneth McGuire are not
entitled to damages from Southport,
Conn.-based Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.,
Kanawha County Circuit Judge Irene Berg-
er ruled Thursday.

The officers sued the gun maker and a
South Charleston pawnshop two years ago,
arguing they should pay damages because a
Ruger handgun sold at the shop had been
used to shoot them in January 2001.

Berger said it would require “a real
stretch” to make the gun maker responsible
because the gun had originally been sold to
an Ohio wholesaler.

EPA smog report: Few of the cities most
prone to smog now meet federal standards
or have shown progress over the past de-
cade in reducing the pollutants that cause it,
the Environmental Protection Agency’s in-
ternal watchdog says.

Those few improvements “may be more
related to changes in weather patterns than
emission reductions,” says the report re-
leased Thursday by the agency’s inspector
general.

It was issued just a week after EPA Admin-
istrator Mike Leavitt said the nation’s air
quality is improving. “The air is the cleanest
it's been in three decades but we're not done
yet, obviously,” he then told reporters.

“Three-strikes’ law: Florida’s
“three-strikes” law mandating longer pris-
on sentences for repeat felons was upheld
Thursday in a 4-3 ruling by the state’s Su-
preme Court in Tallahassee.

Florida’s five midlevel appeals courts had
been at odds over the constitutionality of the
1999 law. Two had concluded the Legisla-
ture violated the state constitutional require-

Riots in Haiti: Haitians scream and push for water handed out by the U.N. peacekeepers at
the CARE food warehouse in Gonaives, Haiti, on Thursday. Rioters shot into the air and
smashed windows of cars blocked by flaming tire barricades in a Port-au-Prince suburb on
Friday, the day after shootouts during a march to demand the return of ousted President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide killed at least three police officers.

ment that bills deal with only one subject
when it passed the law; three ruled there
was no problem with the law’s scope.

Fla. right-to-die case: Attorneys for the
parents of a woman at the center of a
right-to-die case argued Thursday she
would have been profoundly affected by
new Catholic teachings on end-of-life issues.

“Qur case is pretty simple: I say the pope
would have changed her mind,” said David
Gibbs, the new lead attorney for the parents
of severely brain-damaged Terri Schiavo.

In March, Pope John Paul IT said a person
in a persistent vegetative state still has the
right to basic health care — including nutri-
tion and hydration — and to withhold it
would be a sin.

Genesis : Three weeks after the
Genesis space capsule slammed into the
Utah desert after its parachutes failed to de-
ploy, NASA scientists remain hopeful they
can salvage the mission and reveal clues
about the origin of the solar system.

The scientists are nearly finished picking
apart the capsule’s mangled inner canister,
which housed disks of exotic materials used
for 21> years to capture solar atoms outside
the Earth’s magnetic shield.

Business

Fannie Mae investigation: Fannie Mae,
the giant mortgage company that has been ac-
cused of earnings manipulation by regula-
tors, now also has become the subject of a
criminal investigation by the Justice Depart-
ment.

An accounting crisis is swirling at the
company, which is the biggest financer of
home mortgages in the country, and scruti-
ny of it is widening across the government.

A federal agency that oversees Fannie
Mae and its government-sponsored sibling,
Freddie Mac, cited serious accounting prob-
lems after eight months of investigating.
And the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion is conducting a preliminary inquiry

into Fannie Mae’s accounting.

World

EU referendum: President Jacques
Chirac said Friday that France will decide
in a referendum whether it wants Turkey to
join the European Union — a potential blow
to the Muslim-majority country’s bid.

Chirac said he has asked the government
to prepare a constitutional amendment that
would require a referendum to be held
whenever the EU wants to take in a new
member.

The French people “will have their say,”
Chirac said at a news conference alongside
German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder.

North Korea talks: — The United States
and China expressed confidence that six-na-
tion talks aimed at convincing North Korea
to give up its nuclear program would suc-
ceed, despite missing a September target
for holding a new round of meetings.

Secretary of State Colin Powell and his
Chinese counterpart, Li Zhaoxing, said di-
plomacy should concentrate on bringing the
isolate North back to the negotiating table.

Sudan : U.N. mission officials in
Sudan said Friday that they hope for an ex-
panded African force to be on the ground in
Darfur by the end of October, after Sudan’s
foreign agreed to allow in 3,500 outside
troops.

International leaders will first have to re-
solve logistics problems and supply shortag-
es that have idled many of the 376-member
African Union monitoring force already
here, U.N. spokeswoman Radhia Achouri
said.

UN. officials hope to get a beefed-up
force in “as near future as possible” for Dar-
fur, where turmoil continues in a
20-month-old conflict that has killed more
than 50,000 people and driven 1.4 million of
Darfur’s non-Arab villagers from their
homes.

Stories and photo from wire services

gs
Weather 17

Clarification

Astory in Friday’s paper about battlefield commanders in Iraq taking questions and advice from politi-

cians in

Sanchez’s

Your Money ..

Us.
Sanchez would not be interviewed afterward.

e Land Combat Expo, V Corps com-
mander Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez did not speak directly about mterference from political leaders. Addi-
tionally, Stars and Stripes had been working through V Corps for an interview with Sanchez prior to the
expo. Stars and Stripes, however, did not request an interview with Sanchez at the expo. Before
Army Europe public affairs officials and Stars and Stripes agreed that

Comics,
horoscopes
and advice
every day in

Stars and Stripes




Saturday, October 2, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 3

‘Strategic communication was a challenge’

Commanders cite difficulties in framing global message on Iraq

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

HEIDELBERG, Germany
he U.S.-led military coali-
tion in Iraq defeated Sad-
dam Hussein’s conven-
tional forces in spring

2003.

But the military leaders’ ability
to engage in communication need-
ed to win the peace left a lot of
room for improvement, accord-
ing to the coalition’s former mili-
tary commander.

“Strategic communication was
a challenge for us from the very
beginning, and we struggled with
it through the entire time I was
there,” Lt Gen. Ricardo S.
Sanchez said Thursday during
the final day of Land Combat
Expo 2004.

Sanchez, who as commander of
Combined Joint Task Force-7 di-
rected the multinational force,
said that anyone with a stake in
Operation Iraqi Freedom needed

to be kept up to speed, and that
did not always happen.

“It is literally the world [as an
audience],” Sanchez said.

“You've got a combined opera-
tion of 36 countries. If you've got
a few political problems or a few
strategic problems, you've got to
communicate with that entire
world what is going on in [Iraq],”
he said.

“You've got to communicate
with each one of the national audi-
ences, not just your own.”

Sanchez was one of a number
of top generals at the expo who
talked about their experiences.

Lt. Gen. William 8. Wallace,
former commander of V Corps,
which spearheaded the defeat of
Saddam’s army and evicted his re-
gime from Baghdad, said Wednes-
day that he wished the coalition
had more quickly recognized the
shift in power from Saddam’s re-
gime to the Iraqi people.

The coalition, if it did, might
have done a better job co-opting

Lt. Gen.

rdo S. Sanchez

more Iraqis sooner into playing a
role in the reconstruction of their
country.

Sanchez, the current V Corps
commander, called his comments
“observations” rather than “les-
sons learned,” saying that time
was needed for the U.S. military

to fully evaluate what it had
learned.

The nations that made up the
coalition made military contribu-
tions ranging from one person to
several thousand troops, he
said.

But no matter how small the
contribution, each nation’s peo-
ples needed to be placated.

Inside of Iraq, there was an
array of audiences, from individu-
al U.S. troops to whole regions of
the country, experiencing differ-
ent levels of satisfaction and anxi-
ety.

“You have to break that [mes-
sage] down, you have to communi-
cate in the theater of operations
that you're in,” Sanchez said.

“You have to communicate ef-
fectively to the region and to the
country and then to the individual
Iraqi who is out there.

“You have to be able to tell him
what lies ahead in his future and
what you are doing for him, and
how he can help.

“Then you have to communi-
cate with your own force so your
soldiers understand where we’re
headed and how we're doing,”
Sanchez said.

“It’s critical to success.”

Sanchez called dealing with re-
porters and other media a “neces-
sary evil.”

Sometimes they could be your
friend, Sanchez said, and some-
times your foe. He called it the
“CNN factor.”

But giving interviews was a
commander’s job, from top brass
down to junior lieutenants,
Sanchez said.

“You have to embrace [the
media],” he said.

“You have to be good at it, have
to understand the messages you
want to communicate, and under-
stand the dangers of getting out of
your lane.

“Because it can have an impact
very, very rapidly all the way up
to the national level, and T had to
struggle with that at times.”

coonc@mall.estripes s

Aviano expected to finally open full-day kindergarten

Annex slated
to be finished
by March 2005

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy —
When the bells start to ring next
fall, kindergartners at Aviano
should finally be able to join older
pupils — and their peers across
Eumpe in attending school full

’I‘hat s if the kindergarten
annex is completed on schedule.

Construction of the $2.9 million
facility got off to a slow start, said
Modesto Padilla, the project man-
ager for U.S. Air Forces in Eu-
rope.

But Cooperativa Muratori Ri-
uniti, the Italian contractor, is on
target to be finished by March.

That means that kindergart-
ners at Aviano will be in half-day
classes this year.

Aviano, the last community in
Europe without full-day kinder-
garten, has six half-day kindergar-
ten classes at its elementary
school.

Principal Melissa Klopfer said
parents and school officials had
hoped to be using the new facility
this year.

“But what is good is when it is
done, we are going to have a
top-notch facility,” she said.

The annex is part of the $550
million Aviano 2000 construction
project, which is transforming al-
most all facilities that Americans
use on base.

The project has been plagued
by delays since its inception be-

KENT HARRISStars and Stripes

Aviano, the only major base in Europe that does not currently offer full-day kindergarten classes, will do so

once this facility in Italy is

Officials say the is

to finish the annex by March,

with a few more months needed after that to move in furniture and get rooms ready.

cause of contractor bankruptcies,
political wrangling with other
NATO countries and a shortage of
construction workers.

But Navy Lt. Bob Stiles, resi-
dent officer in charge of construc-
tion for the project, said it would
be unfair to link the kindergarten
project to the other delays.

“They really are not very far be-

hind schedule,” Stiles said of the
work.

In fact, Padilla said the crews
have caught and overtaken sever-
al other projects that started earli-
er. He said work was about 75 per-
cent completed.

That means the exterior —
minus landscaping and finishing
touches — is almost complete.

But the inside is largely just a
shell.

Stiles said CMR, based in Filo
near Florence, has done work on
several other projects on base, in-
cluding the main gate to the flight
line area and the fitness club.

“They’ve done good work on
base and they’re doing good work
now,” he said. “They’re one of our

&k But what

is good is when
it is done,

we are going to

have a
top-notch

facility.y

Principal Melissa Klopfer

better contractors.”

Klopfer said it all looks good to
her so far.

When completed, the facility
will have nine classrooms, a teach-
ers’ lounge, a food-warming area
and a playground outside. It will
be separated from the adjacent
youth center and the bus parking
lot by a fence.

How many of those classrooms
will initially be needed is not
known.

“We really don’t know what to
anticipate,” Klopfer said, adding
that substituting six full-time
classes for six half-time classes
‘might not work.

There are likely parents who
have enrolled their children into
full-day child care or in similar
Italian schools instead of half-day
kindergarten, she said.

So the school will conduct early
registration for kindergarten in
January, hoping to get a better
idea of how many pupils to ex-
pect.

But no matter how many sign
up, the doors should be open
when classes begin in the fall.

| Kent Harr
k@mail.est
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Bennie Keel, regional archeologist for the National Park Service, sits

on the steps that once led to the Fort Pickens museum buil

ing at the

Gulf Islands National Seashore on Santa Rosa Island, Fla. The area was
damaged by storms. The Navy and Marine Corps Relief Society is col-
lecting donations for victims of hurricanes in Florida.

Sailors asked to help
Fla. hurricane victims

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

Sailors and their families are
being encouraged to help ship-
mates victimized by Hurricane
Ivan.

The American Red Cross and
the Navy and Marine Corps Re-
lief Society are accepting cash do-
nations to help sailors and Ma-
rines in and around Pensacola,
Fla., which took the brunt of the
hurricane devastation.

The Sept. 16
storm packed 130
mph  sustained
winds and caused
millions of dollars

&k In Pensacola, I
got a number

The base is still picking up the

pieces from Ivan. The Navy has
temporarily suspended orders for
transferring sailors scheduled to
report to the Pensacola region be-
tween Sept. 14 and Oct. 31 be-
cause of the damage.

Many sailors and their families
hit by the hurricane are starting
from scratch.

They lost furniture, household
appliances and beds.

The Navy and Marine Corps Re-
lief Society is paying travel ex-
penses for fami-
lies who lost their
homes and would
like to temporari-
ly live with rela-

in damage to the . tives.

f]a?’s{s avla}::lobn of shipmates “In
raining b, i ot a number of
which is home to and friends Shipmates  and
Pemsacol, " whowere s e were
e hurricane because of dam-
left dozens of mili- f{)tllllfl/ age due to the
g i displuced Sl
m;:g dea of because of in Pensacola_in
acont the early 1990s
uonldls thz‘ilt that  damage due 0 and grew up in
could easily nearby ~ Mobile,
translated it Uhe SLorm. 9P Pliial esti
‘whatever resourc- mates put the cost

es that are needed
by those people

Chaplain (Capt.)
Lorenzo York

of damage to the
military bases in

those two agen- Special assistant for ~ Pensacola at
cies are helping,” Pastoral Care, Nayy's ~ more than $100
said - Chaplain Bureau of Medicine and ~ Million.  More
(Capt)  Lorenzo than 90 percent of

York, special assis-
tant for Pastoral
Care with the Navy’s Bureau of
Medicine and Surgery in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Days after the storm, York
spearheaded an effort to help
Navy medical personnel in the
Florida Panhandle.

The Navy hospital in Pensacola
sustained about $1 million in
storm damage. Vice Adm. Donald
Arthur, the Navy’s surgeon gener-
al, encouraged sailors to make do-
nations in a statement posted on
the Navy Medicine Online Web
site Sept. 27.

He wrote that his staff received
phone calls and e-mails from peo-
ple wanting to help those pum-
meled by Ivan.

Surgery in Washington

the buildings on
the naval air station reported sig-
nificant damage, according to
base officials.

B For those who would like to
donate directly to the Navy and
Marine Corps families, checks
can be sent to: Navy-Marine
Corps Relief Society, 4015 Wilson
Blvd,, 10th Floor, Arlington, Va.
22203. Write “Hurricane Relief”
in the memo section of the check
and 100 percent of the amount
will go to sailors and Marines af-
fected by the hurricane. You can
donate to the American Red
Cross by clicking on the Web site
‘www.redcross.org/donate/dona-
tion-form.asp. The donations go
to military and civilian people
hurt by the storm.

Army fulfills recruitment
of active, Reserve troops

National Guard falls short by 10,000 soldiers

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — The U.S.
Army made its recruiting goal for
active and Reserve soldiers for
this past year, and now is concen-
trating on its new goal of 80,000
new active troops and 22,175 Re-
servists, said Maj. Gen. Michael
Rochelle, commanding general of
the Recrumng Command.

‘The command surpassed its fis-
cal 2004 goal and added 77,587 ac-
tive soldiers to its rosters; even
with the country at war and a
shift in mission mid-stream, Roch-
elle said on Friday..

The command started the year
with a goal of 72,500 active-duty
recruits, a goal increased in
March to 77,500 to account for a
law passed by Congress to boost
Army end-strength by 30,000
troops over the next five years, he
said.

The Reserve Component sur-
passed its fiscal 2004 goal of
21,200 by 78 soldiers.

The picture isn’t so rosy for the
U.S. National Guard, which is fail-
ing to reach its goal of 56,000 by
10,000.

Rochelle denied reports the
command had to relax standards
in order to reach its recruiting
goal for the coming year, refuting
The New York Times article Fri-

day that for fiscal 2005, at least 90
percent of new recruits should be
high school graduates, down from
92 percent last year. Further, a
‘maximum of 2 percent of recruits
can enlist even if they scored in
the lowest acceptable range on a
service aptitude test, compared
with LS percent last year.
“The article is misleading,”

Rochelle said. The recruiting
command has maintained the 90

Last year, the Army enjoyed “a
very robust” pool of 45.9 percent
of new recruits added from the
program, nearly half of its goal.
But the need to fill slots because of
the increased recruiting mission
total “placed a strain on the size of
the debt pool,” and shrunk it.

To help overcome challenges,
the Army has boosted its recruit-
mentadvertising budget by $12
million. This has added 1,000 new

new recruits should be
high school grads)and 2 percent
(maximum of recruits who can en-
list even if they scored in lowest
acceptable range on service apti-
tude goal) for the past five years,
and that the higher figures were
interim goals set by the Army Ac-
cessions Command.

That “intermediate headquar-
ters” involvement has ceased, he
said.

Regardless of which command
is setting the goals, however,
Rochelle said he foresees no prob-
lem this year in maintaining the
higher of the two standards.

The Army is going into the new
year with a diminished pool of re-
cruits from the delayed-entry pro-
gram from which to pull to fill
new ranks. About 18.4 percent of
the 80,000 goal will come from
that program, fewer than the an-
uclpaled goal of 25 percent.

“But that’s not at all a big prob-
lem,” Rochelle said.
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to go out and get what
Rochelle, some other experts
have labeled today’s youth as the
“millennia generation.” These
aren’t in it for themselves, but
“very much in tune with volun-
teerism.”

Primarily, the Army is looking
for combat arms specialists, lin-
guists, intelligence _specialists
and medical professionals, from
doctors and nurses to combat
medics.

The biggest challenge for the
coming_year, Rochelle said, is
competing against a strong econo-
my and the challenges of attract-
ing recruits away from colleges
and umversnty About 1 in 4 re-
cruits “comes to us with some col-
lege credit.”

The Army is trying to appeal to
them and partnering with colleg-
es and universities with a pro-
gram that lets them go to college
first for up to 30 months before
heading to the

In this slection yess, you — our men and women in unform

hae caman-




Saturday, October 2, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 5

Training day

Pfc. Clarissa Griffin of V Corps’ Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 130th Engineer Brigade,
prepares to attack a convoy of troops from Headquarters and Service Company, 94th Engineer Battalion,
during training at the Grafenwéhr (Germany) Training Area last month. The company was training for its
second deployment to Iraq in 2005.

DENNIS JOHNSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Depot improvements

TEXARKANA, Texas — The
state is pledging to make more
than $13 million in infrastructure
improvements to the Red River
Army Depot as part of the federal
Base Realignment and Closure
process, Gov. Rick Perry said
Wednesday.

The money, through the Texas
Department of Transportation, is
contingent on a U.S. Department
of Defense decision to expand op-

erations at the depot. Improve-
ments would include an inter-
change near the base and U.S. In-
terstate 30, as well as frontage
roads.

“Once  completed,  these
projects will relieve congestion
and take the strain off existing
local infrastructure, improve the
Depot’s access to 1-30 so that em-
ployees can respond more effec-
tively to repair and maintenance
demands in support of critical
missions at home and abroad, and

help the Depot support any new
or expanded missions it may re-
ceive,” Perry said.

Perry said he will ask the Legis-
lature to give defense communi-
ties the authority to invest local
sales tax revenue in projects to
improve local military installa-
tions.

The Red River Army Depot is
home to the only Patriot Missile
Recertification capabilities in the
Department of Defense.

From The Associated Press

B University of Maryland University College Europe

Check out UMUC-Europe’s Term 2
schedule of classes:

www.ed.umuc. edu

Find your undergraduate, graduare, or distance education
class schedule using the online searchable schedule link.

Contact us at DSN 370-6762, CIV +49-(0)6221-3780, c-muil edbtudlent_svc@ed e, ed,
or visit your UMUC-Europe ficld representative,

Tom Philpott

Congress ends
tax break quirk

Combat-zone exemptions that hurt
military families eliminated by bill

ongress has passed legis-
lation to end a quirky re-
duction in tax breaks
that hits lower-income
military families when their ser-
vicemembers are assigned to
Traq, Afghanistan or other com-
bat areas.

Relief from the tax break glitch
was part of the Working Families
Tax Relief Act of 2004, approved
Sept. 23 and sent to the White
House. It applies only to tax years
2004 and 2005, but it might be ex-
tended.

Last year, up to 10,000 service-
members saw combat-zone tax
exemptions lower their family in-
come, for some by thousands of
dollars. The combat-zone exemp-
tions did so by lowering report-
able income enough that families
lost eligibility for the more valu-
able Earned Income Tax Credit.

Victims of this tax break “inver-
sion,” as a Defense official called
it, typically are lower-grade enlist-
ed members or junior officers
who are married with children,
serve at least seven months in a
combat zone, and have little or no
other family income.

What they lose is the EITC, a re-
fundable credit for low-income
workers approved in 1975 to off-
set the burden of Social Security
taxes and to provide an incentive

cause not all members lose valu-
able tax breaks. Some senior en-
listed members and even senior
officers gain income from the
way combat-zone exemptions
and the EITC interact. Tax-break
windfalls occur if they serve only
part of a year in a combat zone,
leaving just enough taxable in-
come to qualify for EITC.

Financial protection

The House Financial Services
Committee  unanimously ~ ap-
proved Sept. 29 and sent for floor
vote the Military Personnel Finan-
cial Services Protection Act (HR
5011), a bill introduced by Rep.
Max Burns, R-Ga., to end the sale
of high-priced securities and life
insurance products to service peo-
ple.

Specifically banned would be
“contractual plan mutual funds”
like the Systematic Investment
Plan sold to more than 300,000
military personnel by First Com-
‘mand Financial Planning, Inc., of
Fort Worth, Texas. These invest-
ment options “disappeared from
the civilian market 20 years ago,”
Burns said, but continue to be
“pawned off on unsuspecting
young service people as part of
“approved’ savings and insurance
plans.”

Sales the first

to work. Income to
qualify for EITC vary by family
size. For example, if workers
have one qualifying child, taxable
income must fall below $30,338
(or $31,338 filing jointly). But
they also must have some taxable
income.

EITC eligibility can mean re-
fundable tax credits which put
extra cash in pockets. The maxi-
mum credit in 2003 was $4,204
for a worker with two or more
children, $2,547 with one child
and $382 for a childless taxpayer.
It's a more valuable tax benefit
than combat tax exclusion for
lower income families who pay lit-
tle or no taxes any way. In com-
bat areas, enlisted and warrant of-
ficer income is tax exempt. Offic-
er earnings are, too, but only the
first $6,315.90 each month in
2004.

Sens. Mark Pryor, D-Ark., and
Montana’s Max Baucus, the rank-
ing Democrat on the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, co-sponsored
the original bill to protect EITC el-
igibility. Now part of the new tax
law, it will allow members, if they
choose, to have combat zone i
come count toward EITC eligil

ty.

Choice, here, is important be-

year are 50 percent of the amount
invested. Most mutual fund in-
vestments have fees of 6 percent
or less.

In July, The New York Times
published a series of articles de-
tailing abuses of military person-
nel by investment companies and
insurers. The reporting, and
on-going investigations by feder-
al and state agencies, led o a Sep-
tember hearing of a House Finan-
cial Services subcommittee.

While the Burns bill would end
the sale of contractual plan mutu-
al funds, it would not invalidate
existing plans.

HR 5011 also would mandate
that state insurance laws be en-
forced on military property, elimi-
nating a haven for unscrupulous
agents to sell overpriced insur-
ance products as investments to
service people.

There is no companion bill in
the Senate, making passage this
year uncertain. Sen. Richard C.
Shelby, R-Ala., Banking Commit-
tee chairman, has asked the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office to
study the issue.

To comment, write Military Update, P.0.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA 20120-1111,

e-mail milupdate@aol.com or visit
www.militaryupdate.com
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U.S., Iraqi forces launch major offensive

One U.S. soldier dead; more than 100 insurgents killed in Samarra

BY ZIDAN KHALAF
The Associated Press

SAMARRA, Iraq — U.S. and Iraqi forces battled
their way into the heart of one of Iraq’s key insurgen-
cy strongholds Friday in the first of a series of prom-
ised major offensives to regain control of areas lost
to the rebels. More than 100 insurgents were killed
and 37 captured in the fighting, an Iraqi minister
said.

Backed by warplanes and tanks, some 5,000
troops swept in to seize the city hall, the main
mosque and other key sites, leaving only pockets of
rebel resistance after more than 12 hours of combat,
according to the U.S. military and Iraqi authorities.

The attack against Samarra, 60 miles north of
Baghdad, appeared to trumpet &he launch of major
military operations to wrest other areas of the coun-
try from insurgents ahead of general elections in
January. It is feared that inability to stage balloting
in cities such as Samarra would severely mar, or
even invalidate, election results.

so Friday, U.S. warplanes and tanks attacked
the vast Baghdad slum of Sadr City, killing 12 Iraqis
and wounding 11 others, a hospital director said.
The military said only one armed rebel was killed.

“We will spare no effort to clean all the Iraqi lands
and cities from these criminals and we will pave the
‘way through these operations not only for the recon-
struction but also for the general elections,” Qasim
Dowoud, minister of state for
national security, told a news
conference.

Dr. Khalid Ahmed said at
least 80 bodies and more than
100 wounded were brought
to Samarra General Hospital,
but it was not immediately
clear how many were insur-
gents. The hospital was run-
nmg out of supplies, Ahmed
said

Dowoud said more than
100 insurgents were killed in
the fighting and 37 others cap-
tured, including members of
the fallen Saddam Hussein re-
gime. No foreign Arab fight-
ers were taken captive, he said.

One American soldier was killed and four were
wounded, while an AH-64 Cobra helicopter was hit
by small arms fire but was able to land safely at a co-
alition base near Samarra, the U.S. military said.

The operation involved about 3,000 soldiers of the
U.S. 1st Infantry Division along with 2,000 members
of the Iraqi army and Iraqi National Guard.

“We are working on the complete clean-up of the
city from all those terrorists,” Dowoud said, describ-
ing Samarra as an “outlaw city” that had spun out of
control.

Smoke rose from an area around the Imam Ali
al-Hadi and Imam Hassan al-Askari shrine, raising
fears about one of the holiest sites for Shiite Mus-
lims. But the shrine was not damaged and an Iragi
commando unit took the mosque, capturing 25
armed insurgents, said Maj. Neal O’Brien, a spokes-
man for the Ist Infantry Division.

“Coalition forces and Iraqi security forces will do
everythmg possible to protect the valuable site from
damage,” he said.

The situation in Samarra, a city of 250,000 people,
appeared calm late Friday except for American snip-
ers on rooftops firing at anybody appearing in the
streets below.

Some residents of the city had fled before the at-
tack, but most stayed behind amid news of intense
negotiations to solve the crisis peacefully.

The assault began shortly after midnight. Resi-
dents cowered in their homes as tanks and war-
planes pounded the city. Loud explosions and the
crackle of nfire
into the afternoon. Houses were flattened and cars
charred.

“We are terrified by the violent approach used by
the Americans to subdue the city,” said Mahmoud
Saleh, a 33-year-old civil servant. “I hope that the
fighting ends as soon as possible.”

U.S. and Iraqi forces blocked the roads into the
city to prevent insurgents moving in and out,
(O’Brien said.

Water and electricity
services were cut off,
and troops ordered
residents to stay off the
streets as they moved
from house to house in
search of insurgents.
A 7 p.m.-to-7 a.m.
curfew was

As Iraqi forces secured the Samarra bridge, Amer-
ican soldiers saw insurgents in speedboats loading
ordnance on the banks of the Tigris River, the mili-
tary said. Soldiers fired warning shots and the insur-
gents returned fire, prompting U.S. forces to destroy
the boats, killing their occupants, a statement said.

Water and electricity services were cut off, and
troops ordered residents to stay off the streets as
they moved from house to house in search of insur-
gents. A 7 p.m.-to-7 a.m. curfew was announced.

The offensive came in response to “repeated and
unprovoked attacks by anti-Iraqi forces” against
TIraqi and coalition forces, the military said. Its aim
was to “facilitate orderly government processes, kill
or capture anti-Iraqi forces and set the conditions to
proceed wlth infrastructure and quality of life im-
provements.”

“Unimpeded access throughout the clty for Iraqgi
security forces and force g
tiable,” a statement said.

Samarra had been a “no go” zone for the Ameri-
can forces since May. U.S. forces returned briefly
on Sept. 9 under a peace deal brokered by tribal
leaders under which U.S. forces agreed to provide
millions of dollars in reconstruction funds in ex-
change for an end to attacks on American and Iraqi
troops. But clashes quickly resumed.

Offering a road map to a coming offensive, U.S.
Secretary of State Colin Powell last week said the
military will likely tackle the
Sunni Triangle cities of Rama-
di and Samarra before at-
tempting to restore order in
nearby Fallujah, which he
called “the tough one.”

Also on the “hit list” of U.S.
military commanders is the
Baghad slum of Sadr City,
scene of almost daily clashes
and US. airstrikes against
armed followers of radical
Shiite cleric Mugtada al-Sadr.

The head of Sadr General
Hospital, Abdel-Jabar Solag,
said the wounded Friday
were brought to the medical
facility after the attacks. The

.S. military maintains casu-
alties are often exaggerated by Iraqi hospital sourc-

announced.

es.

While Sadr City remains a bastion of Iraq’s majori-
ty Shiite Muslims, Ramadi, Samarra and Fallujah
form part of the Sunni heartland, where resistance
to the U.S.-backed government has been the fierc-
est. Exclusion of this violent zone from the January
ballot could raise questions about its legitimacy.

The U.S. military believes many suicide bomb at-
tacks and kidnappings are launched from the trian-
gle, especially out of Fallujah, which has seen weeks
of “precision strikes” aimed at followers of Jordani-
an terror mastermind Abu Musab al-Zarqawi.

During the Samarra push, soldiers of the 1st Infan-
try Division rescued a kidnapped Turkish construc-
tion worker who was being held in the city. He was
identified as Yahlin Kaya, an employee of the 77
Construction Company in Samarra.

Later, an unofficial French negotiator told a radio
station that two journalists who have been held hos-
tage in Iraq for more than a month could be released
within hours. Philippe Brett told Europe-1 radio
that he was with the two French hostages and that
negotiations were being finalized for their release.

Christian Chesnot, 37, and George Malbrunot, 41,
disappeared Aug. 20 with their Syrian driver while
apparently heading toward Najaf. Militants calling
themselves the Islamic Army in Iraq claimed re-
sponsibility, demanding that France revoke a law
banning Islamic head scarves from state schools.

Brett is not an official negotiator for the French
government.

However, he has worked in Iraq for years, mainly
through the French Office for Development of Indus-
try and Culture, which he helped found.

In the southern city of Kufa, meanwhile, security
forces prevented hundreds of Shiite Muslim support-
ers of al-Sadr from entering a major mosque for Fri-
day prayers — the first such action since Saddam’s
fall last year. Police fired in the air to disperse the

An unidentified woman curses U.S. forces after parts of her home were
damaged in an airstrike in Sadr City, Iraq, on Friday. Hospital sources
said 12 people died overnight in U.!

strikes.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Thursday, 1,052 mem-
bers of the U.S. military have
died since the beginning of the
Iraq war in March 2003, accord-
ing to the Defense Department.
Of those, 798 died as a result of
hostile action and 254 died of
nonhostile causes. The figures
include three military civilians.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Bulgaria,
six; Ukraine, eight; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; the Nether-
lands, two; and Denmark, El Sal-
vador, Estonia, Hungary and
Latvia have reported one death
each.

Smce May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 914 U.S. military mem-
bers have died — 689 as a result
of hostile action and 225 of non-
hostile causes, according to the
military’s numbers as of Thurs-
day.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W A soldier was killed by a car
bomb in Baghdad, Iraq.

W A soldier was killed by a
rocket attack in Baghdad, Iraq.

The latest identification re-
ported by the Department of De-
fense:

W Army Sgt. Tyler D. Prewitt,
22, Phoenix; died Tuesday in
Landstuhl, Germany, from inju-
ries received in Baqubah, Iraq,
on Sept. 24 when a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade struck his vehi-
cle; assigned to 2nd Battalion,
2nd Infantry Regiment, 1st In-
fantry Division, Vilseck, Germa-
ny.

W Army Pfc. Joshua K. Tit-
comb, 20, Somerset, Ky.; died
Wednesdav in Ar Ramadi, Iraq,
of injuries received Tuesday
when an explosive detonated
near his military vehicle; as-
signed to 2nd Battalion, 72nd
Armor Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division, Camp Casey, Korea.

faithful, but there were no reported
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New tape allegedly by al-Qaida deputy aired

Arab station says speaker on recording urges violence against U.S., British interests

BY TAREK AL-ISSAWI

The Associated Press

DUBAL, United Arab Emirates
— An audio tape purportedly re-
leased by Osama bin Laden’s dep-
uty calls for attacks on U.S. and
British interests everywhere, ac-
cording to a broadcast Friday by
Al-Jazeera television.

The Arab station said the speak-
er on the tape was Ayman
al-Zawahri, an Egyptian-born sur-
geon and the closest aide to the
al-Qaida terrorist group leader.
The U.S. government has offered
up to $25 million for information
leading to his killing or capture.

It was not immediately possible
to verify the authenticity of the re-

cording or determine when it was
taped. In Washington, a U.S. offi-
cial said the CIA was aware of the
tape and was looking at it.

The tape emerged one day
after a campaign debate between
President Bush and Sen. John
Kerry, D-Mass., discussed the
U.S. war on terror and the search
for bin Laden.

The voice sounded like past re-
cordings of al-Zawahri, but it also
made an unusual reference to the
possibility that al-Qaida’s top lead-
ers were not invincible.

“You, youth of Islam, this is our
message,” he said. “If we die or
are detained, continue the path
after us, and don’t betray God and
his prophet, and don’t knowingly
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betray the trust.”

The speaker's words came
more quickly and energetically,
sounding generally more upbeat
than previous tapes believed to
be from al-Zawahri.

In addition to the United States
and Britain, the speaker singled
out Australia, France, Poland,
Norway, South Korea and Japan,
saying their “interests .. are
spread everywhere.”

“We must not wait more ... or
we will be devoured one country
after the other,” the speaker said.
“The youth must not wait for any-
one and must begin resisting
from now, and take experience
and lessons from Iraq and Afghan-
istan and Chechnya.”

He also said the countries cited
had given Israel the “means of
survival.”

The speaker also called for
“learned and experience people”
to organize what he called “a lead-
ership for the resistance to stand

like

BY MUNIR AHMAD

The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Pa-
Kistani security forces killed
about 100 al-Qaida terrorists dur-
ing a recent military operation
in tribal areas near Afghanistan,
state-run TV on Friday quoted
Pakistan’s president as saying.

President Gen. Pervez Mush-
arraf also said the operation in
the rugged South Waziristan
region was “purely
against al-Qaida.”

“During this operation, about
100 al-Qaida terrorists were
killed,” Pakistan Television
quoted Musharraf as saying
aboard a plane on the way back
from visits to the United States,

up to the crusader
the holy warriors organized their
affairs in Afghanistan, Chechnya
or Palestine.”

In references apparently to the
Russian government, Israel, Yass-
er Arafat’s Palestinian Authority
and the U.S.-backed Afghan gov-
ernment, the speaker continued
to say the holy warriors had orga-
nized “despite the will of the occu-
pier and that of the traitor nation-
al governments.””

An Al-Jazeera producer said
the tape was “supposedly re-
ceived today,” by usual means,
which he refused to discuss. The
station showed almost four min-
utes in two clips of a longer re-
cording, and, as usual, was not
planning to broadcast the tape in
full.

Station officials would not com-
ment on the contents of unaired
segments.

the Netherlands and Italy.
His hours be-
fore Pakistani intelligence

agents raided a home near the
northwestern city of Peshawar
on Thursday and arrested a Lib-
yan with suspected al-Qaida
links

Authorities say the man identi-
fied himself as Ahmed Abdullah
during interrogation.

Pakistan, a key ally of the
United States in its war on ter-
ror, has deployed about 70,000
troops in its tense tribal regions
in an effort to flush out terror
suspects, who often target secu-
rity forces.

Meanwhile, a land mine plant-

Musharraf says about 100
terrorists Killed in attack

ed on a road killed three chil-
dren and wounded two more Fri-
day on the outskirts of Wana,
the main town in South
Waziristan.

Maj. Gen. Shaukat Sultan said
the children had been walking
to school when one of them
plcked up the explosive device

“planted by miscreants for sabo-
tage purpose.” The children’s
ages were not immediately
known.

Shortly after the incident, Pa-
Kistani troops killed a suspected
foreigner and captured another
man, also a foreigner, after a
shootout in the same area where
the children were killed, Sultan
said.

He said local residents helped
them to track down the pair,
who were suspected of trying to
plant a land mine on a road to
target Pakistani forces.

Officials said this week that
their security agencies had “bro-
ken the back” of al-Qaida’s net-
work in the country by killing a
key Pakistani operative, Amjad
Hussain Faroogi, during a week-
end raid in the country’s sout

Faroogi was believed to be be-
hind the kidnapping and behead-
ing in 2002 of Wall Street Jour-
nal reporter Daniel Pearl, and
two failed assassination at-
tempts on Musharraf that left 17
other people dead in December
2003.

The last message purportedly
from al-Zawahri surfaced last
month just before the third anni-
versary of the Sept. 11 attacks in
the United States. In that video-
tape, a bearded al-Zawahri pro-

claimed the United States will be
defeated in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The CIA determined with a
high degree of confidence that
the speaker in that earlier mes-
sage was al-Zawahri.
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NATO finishes expansion of
Afghanistan peacekeepers

The Assocaited Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — NATO on Friday an-
nounced the completion of the planned expansion of
its Afghan peacekeeping force out of the capital into
five northern provinces.

Alliance Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Schef-
fer said allied troops had begun operating in the city
of Pul-i-Khumri, Baghlan province, to complete the
first phase of NATO’s expansion out of Kabul.

NATO currently has around 9,000 peacekeepers
in Afghanistan, including around 2,000 temporary
reinforcements deployed for the Oct. 9 presidential
elections.

The alliance began a peacekeeping mission limit-
ed to the Kabul area in August 2003. It began to ex-
pand in the north in January when German troops
deployed to the city of Kunduz, but further expan-
sion plans were long hampered by the reluctance of
nations to commit troops.

The delays provoked criticism from aid agencies
and human rights groups that the alliance was not
doing enough to help bolster stability. Allied leaders
responded more quickly after a personal appeal

from President Hamid Karzai at a June summit in
Istanbul, Turkey, although NATO’s critics say the re-
inforcements still fall short of what is needed.

Alliance peacekeeping teams are now in
Mazar-e-Sharif, Faizabad, Baghlan, Maimana and
Kunduz as well as Kabul.

NATO planners are working on sending more
teams to western provinces, but have given no indi-
cation when they will deploy saying the main focus
was now on the election.

The alliance peacekeepers operate separately
from the 18,000 strong U.S.-led combat force that fo-
cuses on tracking down remnants of al-Qaida and
the Taliban.

Additional NATO units providing security for the
election include over 1,000 Spanish and Italian sol-
diers in Mazer-e-Sharif and Kabul, a quick reaction
force of 110 U.S. infantry, six Dutch F-16 fighter
planes stationed over the border in Kyrgyzstan and
four Cougar helicopters from Spain.

A battalion of the U.S. 63rd Armor Regiment com-
prising about 560 troops is on standby in Vilseck,
Germany, to intervene rapidly as an “over the hori-
zon” force for NATO in case of trouble during the
elections.
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Russia welcomed into Kyoto Protocol pact

BY GEIR MOULSON
The Associated Press

BERLIN — Europeans welcomed Russia’s
move toward ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, but
environmentalists cautioned that the accord, re-
jected by the United States, can only be a “fnrsi
Step” toward negotiating deeper cuts in green-
house gas emissions.

Russia’s Cabinet on Thursday endorsed the
1997 agreement and parliament is expected to
ratify the document by the end of the year. With-
out Russia, there would not be enough signato-
ries for it to come into effect worldwide.

“Russia’s green light will allow the climate
train to leave the station so we can really begin
addressing the biggest threat to the planet and
its people,” said Klaus Toepfer, the head of the
U.N. Environment Program.

Russia’s decision was welcomed by the gov-
ernments of Germany, Italy, Britain and Japan,
and by the European Union, which have been
among the agreement’s most energetic backers.

Once the deal enters into force, industrialized

countries will have until 2012 to cut their collec-
tive emissions of six key greenhouse gases to
5.2 percent below the 1990 level.

However, the United States — which alone ac-
counted for 36 percent of carbon dioxide emis-
sions in 1990 — and Australia have rejected the
treaty.

“The Kyoto Protocol undoubtedly sets very
low targets compared to what scientists say is
necessary in order to keep climate change
under control,” said Germana Canzi, a climate
policy expert with the World Wide Fund for Na-
ture. “However, it has always been considered
a first step rather than the solution to the prob-

Thursday 's Russian Cabinet decision to ap-
prove the protocol was, she said, a “massive
breakthrough” because it will allow the rules fi-
nally to be applied and sets the scene for negoti-
ations for future commitments.

The next round of international climate talks
is scheduled for December in Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, and negotiations on greenhouse gas
emissions after 2012 are due to start next year.

Next time around, “it is absolutely necessary
to have a broader climate agreement where
also the United Stales especially, and Australia

akmg pan Lexf Bernegaard, a Cll-
tection Agency who fook pan in negotlauons o
Kyoto.

Canzi said developing nations such as China,
which don’t have specific emissions targets
under the Kyoto Protocol, also “will have to be
included one way or another.”

Few believe the Umled Slates will change its
mind anytime soon, although there are hopes
that business interest in developing clean tech-
nologies would push America forward. The U.S.
position could also change if John Kerry is elect-
ed presldenl in November.

@ 0 Protocol is now real — it's a very
clear slgnal lO the United States that the coun-
tries that have now made the step are being seri-
ous,” said Joke Waller-Hunter, the executive
secretary of the United Nations Climate
Change Convention.

“The Kyoto Protoool also provides an oppor-
tunity to modernize technologies. I ti
companies don’t want to fall behind.”

Key points of protocol

‘M The protocol obliges indus-
trialized countries to cut or
limit emissions of carbon diox-
ide and other greenhouse
gases by an average 5.2 per-
cent from 1990 levels by 2012.

B Countries may offset the
requirements by properly man-
aging forests and farmlands
that absorb carbon dioxide,
known as carbon sinks. They
can earn further credits by
helping developing countries
avoid carbon emissions.

W The agreement allows for
emissions trading — buying
and selling the nght to pollute.

W The signatory countries
face mandatory punishment if
they fail to meet their targets.

— The Associated Press

Lebanon assassination attempt

Lebanese security inspect the car of former Lebanese Cabinet minister Marwan Hamadeh, which was dam-
aged by an explosion Friday in Beirut. A car bomb wounded Hamadeh and killed his driver, security officials
said. The explosion occurred in the area where the American Community School and the International College,

both U.S. organizations, are located, the officials said on condition of anonymity.

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — Despite vo-
ciferous opposition from the
Roman Catholic Church, Spain’s
Cabinet proposed legislation Fri-
day giving homosexuals the right
to marry and adopt children.

Parliament was expected to re-
view and approve the legislation
promptly. That would make
Spain the third nation to legalize
gay marriage.

“This proposed law ... removes
a centuries-old barrier,” Justice
Minister Juan Fernando Lopez
Aguilar said at Moncloa, the
prime minister’s office and resi-
dence and site of the weekly Cabi-
net meetings.

The proposed legislation has
been endorsed by the ruling So-
cialist party, which ousted the

Bosnians apathetic about election

conservative Popular Party in
elections in March and comprises
the biggest bloc in Parliament.

Spain parliament
expected to make
gay marriage legal

“The United Left has shown
from the first moment its total
support” for the measure, parlia-
mentary deputy Isaura Navarro
said.

Gay advocacy groups were sup-
portive of the measure.

“A child adopted by a homosex-
ual couple is a child who is want-
ed, a child who is loved” and in no
way worse off than a child adopt-
ed by a heterosexual couple, said
Carlos Alberto Biendicho, presi-
dent of the Popular Gay Platform.

The Catholic church adamantly
disagrees. Speaking for the Span-
ish Bishops Conference a few
days ago, Juan Antonio Martinez
Camino claimed that allowing
gay mamages is like “imposing a

s” “a counterfeit curren-
cy” in society that damages the
family structure.

If Parliament passes the legisla-
tion, Spain would join Belgium
and the Netherlands in legalizing
gay marriages.

The Associated Press

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na — Bosnians vote Saturday in
the country’s first locally orga-
nized local elections since its dev-
astating 1992-95 war, but pros-
pects were clouded by predic-
tions of a record low turnout and
a disaffected electorate.

More than 2.3 million voters
are eligible to elect new munici-
pal councils and mayors in 142
municipalities throughout the
country.

The elections will be the first
postwar vote to be fully funded
and organized by Bosnian authori-
ties, as well as the first in which
mayors of Bosnian cities will be
directly elected.

But the pre-election buildup

has been dominated by voter apa-

y.

“Politicians in this country are
not worthy of me leaving my
warm bed and going to vote. They
do nothing to make our life bet-
ter,” said Staka Janjic, a
47-year-old factory worker.

In the eight years since the first
postwar elections were held here,

osnians

Mirza Osmanovic, 23, a student
from Mostar, said he had no plans
at all to vote.

“Everybody in politics here
lies. That’s it,” he said.

A ban on political activities
began at 7 a.m. Friday and was to
remain in place until 7 p.m. Satur-
day, when polling stations for Sat-
urday’s balloting will close, Elec-
tion  Ce Chairman

promised more jobs and hener
lives by elected officials who
have failed to deliver.

Alerted by various public opin-
ion polls predicting a turnout
lower than 50 percent, Bosnian of-
ficials have urged citizens to
think about their future and vote
Saturday — but they’re having a
hard time convincing a nation in
which many people are strug-
gling to make ends meet.

Vehid Sehic said.

Voters can cast ballots for 70
parties, 18 coalitions, six indepen-
dent lists and 144 independent
candidates at 4,065 polling sta-
tions, Sehic said.

Since 1990, Bosnia has been
largely led by three main national-
ist parties: the Party for Demo-
cratic Action, a Muslim bloc; the
Serb Democratic Party and the
Croat Democratic Union.

Blair heart surgery successful

LONDON — British Prime Minister Tony Blair underwent a success-
ful operation Friday to correct an irregular heartbeat and was recover-
ing at home, a hospital official said.

Simon Wilde, a spokesman for Hammersmith Hospital in west Lon-
don, also said Blair would have a “rapid and complete recovery” and
there was a low risk the problem would recur.

“The was in i
Wilde said.

Medical experts said the 2-hour operation, carried out under local
anesthetic, was a safe, routine procedure. Aides have stressed that
Blair will be back at his desk Monday and intends to go ahead with a
planned trip to Africa on Tuesday.

Blair, 51, looked relaxed as he was driven away from his Downing
Street residence, accompanied by his wife, Cherie, in an official car at
about 7:05 a.m. Friday. He told reporters he felt fine.

Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott stood in for Blair while he un-
derwent the operation.

the atrial flutter,’

From The Associated Press
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IN THE STATES

Bush, Kerry square off over Iraq

First presidential debate lays out candidates’ differences on foreign policy

BY TERENCE HUNT
The Associated Press

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — Presi-
dent Bush and Sen. John Kerry
rushed back to the campaign trail
Friday to try to convince voters
they had won the debate over for-
eign policy and to renew the argu-
ment over whether going to war
in Iraq had made the nation safer.

‘Three post-debate polls suggest-
ed voters who watched the poli-
cy-driven confrontation Thurs-
day night were impressed by
Kerry.

Most of those surveyed said he
did better than Bush.

Kerry's running mate, Sen.
John Edwards, said he told Kerry
after the debate that “I think peo-
ple saw the next commander in
chief,” and he criticized Bush for
failing to acknowledge problems
in Iraq.

Bush, however, believed he
had effectively spelled out the
strategy and shown the resolve
with which he is fighting the war
on terror, White House communi-
cations director Dan Bartlett

id.

“I think he spoke from the
heart, spoke with strength about
the necessity for our country to
fight the terrorists over there so
we don’t have to face them here
at home,” Bartlett told ABC.

Sen. John McCain, the Arizona
Republican who informally ad-
vised Bush on how to debate
Kerry, told reporters the debate
was probably Kerry’s “brightest
moment” in the last six weeks.

Kerry’s campaign prepared a
TV ad that featured newspaper

AP

Left: Democratic presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., answers a question Thursday during the
presidential debate at the University of Miami in Coral Gables, Fla. Right: President Bush speaks during
Thursday’s debate, which focused on foreign affairs and homeland security.

headlines from Friday praising
the Democrat’s performance.
The Democratic National Com-
mittee was rolling out a Web
video showing clips of Bush ap-
pearing frustrated at the debate.

From the first question, Kerry
went on the offensive, accusing
Bush of leaving U.S. alliances
around the world “in shatters”
and later calling Iraq “this incred-
ible mess.”

Bush said Kerry had voted to
authorize the war he now criticiz-

es. “That’s not how a commander
in chief acts,” Bush said.

Kerry summed up Bush’s strat-
egy for Iraq as “more of the
same” and added: “This presi-
dent has made, I regret to say, a
colossal error of judgment. And
judgment is what we look for in
the presidem of the United States
of America.”

Bush acknowledged that not
every American agrees with the
decisions he’s made. “But people
know where I stand,” Bush said,

Hussein.”

the United States of America.”

Excerpts from Thursday’s presidential debate at
the University of Miami in Coral Gables, Fla.:

On invading Iraq

B President Bush: “My opponent looked at the
same intelligence I looked at and declared in 2002
that Saddam Hussein was a grave threat. He also
said in December of 2003 that anyone who doubts
that the world is safer without Saddam Hussein
does not have the judgment to be president. I agree
with him. The world is better off without Saddam

M Sen. John Kerry: “This president has made, I
regret to say, a colossal error of judgment. And
judgment is what we look for in the president of

In their own words
The Associated Press On the future of war in Iraq

W Bush: “My opponent says help is on the way,
but what kind of message does it say to our troops
in harm’s way, ‘Wrong war, wrong place, wrong
time?’ Not a message a commander in chief gives,
or this is a great diversion.

As well, help is on the way, but it's certainly
hard to tell it when he voted against the $87 bil-
lion supplemental to provide equipment for our
troops, and then said he actually did vote for it be-
fore he voted against it.”

B Kerry: “Well, you know, when I talked about
the $87 billion, I made a mistake in how I talk
about the war. But the president made a mistake in
invading Iraqg. Which is worse? I believe that when
you know something’s going wrong, you make it
right. That's what I learned in Vietnam.”
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suggesting _they don’t know
where Kerry stands. “People out
there llstemng know what I be-
lieve.”

Bush appeared irritated when
Kerry leveled some of his charges,
scowling at times and looking
away in apparent disgust at others.

Kerry often took notes when
the president spoke.Trying to per-
suade voters that he is tough
enough to be commander in chief,
Kerry said, “I believe in being
strong and resolute and deter-
mined. And I will hunt down and
Kkill the terrorists, wherever they
are.” He said that Bush, in invad-
ing Traq, lost sight of the goal of
capturing terrorist leader Osama
bin Laden.

But Bush insisted that “the
world is safer without Saddam
Hussein.” He called Iraq “a cen-
tral part in the war on terror” and
said 75 percent of bin Laden’s
Jeadership had been brought to
justice.

While Iraq was the dominant
issue in the debate, there were no-
table differences on North Korea
and Iran, two nations suspected
of pursuing nuclear weapons pro-
grams. Kerry urged that the Unit-
ed States hold direct bilateral
talks with North Korea, but Bush
called Kerry's proposal “a big
mistake” that would crush multi-
national talks and remove pres-
sure from China on North Korea.
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Candidates
share lighter
family moment
during debate

Los Angeles Times

For a moment, they were
just two dads, commiserating
‘about the challenges of raising
daughters.

Toward the end of the first
presidential debate Thursday,
moderator Jim Lehrer gave
George W. Bush an opening to
go after John F. Kerry’s charac-
ter. Instead, his question
sparked a rare personal mo-
ment between the rivals on a
night otherwise dominated by
aloof exchanges.

Bush thanked his challenger
for the kindness Kerry’s daugh-
ters Alexandra, 31, and Vanes-
sa, 27, had shown his
22-year-old twin daughters,
Jenna and Barbara.

“Iadmire the fact that he is a
great dad,” said the president.

“[I] appreciate the fact that
his daughters have been so
kind to my daughters and .
what has been a pretty hard ex-
perience for, I guess, young
girls seeing” their “dads out
there campaigning.”

Kerry, departing momentari-
ly from his stern prosecutorial
demeanor, looked touched.

“I appreciate enormously
the personal comments the
president just made, and I
share them with him,” he said.
“I think only if youve — if
you're doing this — and he’s
done it more than I have in
terms of the presidency — can
you begin to get a sense of what
it means to your families, and
it’s tough.”

“His daughters — T've
watched them,” Kerry added.
“I've chuckled a few times at
some of their comments.”

Bush’s daughters raised eye-
brows this summer with an ir-
reverent speech at the Republi-
can Convention.

“I'm t to put a leash on
them,” the president joked
Thursday night.

“Well, T don’t know,” Kerry
replled “Tye leamed not to do
it, Mr. President

“Thal s right,” Bush said, as
both men laughed.

v.p!r5
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How would you seek to revitalize
communities in greatest need of economic
development?

President Bush

“My Opportunity Zone
proposal would assist
areas that have lost a
significant portion of
their economic base
and are transitioning to a more
diverse, broad-based economy,
as well as poverty areas eligible
for existing programs. Opportu-
nity Zones would ease that tran-
sition by targeting federal re-
sources and encouraging
businesses to invest in these

Sen. John Kerry
“I will create a Small
Business Opportunity
fund, expand loans
and equity for small
- businesses, increase
the federal government's venture
capital investments and expand
loan programs to help more
small businesses get off the
ground. | will increase the share
of federal contracts for small
businesses and ensure that mi-
nority-owned businesses get a
fair share, use tax credits to cut

areas. They focus both on stim-
ulating new economic activity
and promoting education, job
training,
other activiti

brant community. Opportunity
Zones also recognize that over-
coming barriers to growth re-
quires local involvement and re-
quires communities to work with
the federal government to re-
duce those barriers to develop-
ment and job creation.”

the cost of energy and reduce
the cost of health care by two-
thirds, and eliminate capital
gains taxes for long-term invest-
ment in small businesses. And
I will help small businesses offer
retirement plans by using tax
credits to help offset the startup
costs of pension plans. I'll have
anew jobs tax credit to cover
an employer’s share of payroll
taxes for net new jobs created
by small businesses in 2005 and
2006. s

Candidates show
their differences

BY DAN BALZ
The Washington Post

CORAL GABLES, Fla. — It was
no surprise that Iraq dominated
the first debate between President
Bush and Democratic challenger
John Kerry Thursday night, but
rarely have the differences be-
tween the two men — and the
choices for the country — been stat-
ed so clearly and with such pas-
sion.

Bush and Kerry differed on al-
most every aspect of the war in
Trag and on other major foreign
policy issues such as North Korea
and Iran.

They disagreed over whether
former president Saddam Hussein
posed a serious threat to the Unit-
ed States at the time Bush took the
country to war there. They dis-
agreed on whether it was right to
20 to war as Bush did. They dif-
fered on whether the president has
a plan to secure the peace. And
they parted company on whether
the certitude Bush has displayed
as president has advanced U.S. se-
curity or weakened it.

If Republicans had hoped Bush
could put Kerry away with a
strong performance on terrain that
has been his strongest suit, they
are likely to be disappointed, as the
challenger constantly challenged
the president to answer for his poli-
cies. Both men accomplished
many of the goals their advisers
had set out and probably rein-
forced the strong backing each al-
ready has among his most commit-
ted supporters. But for those vot-
ers who remain undecided, Bush
and Kerry may have only whetted
appetites for their two remaining
debates.

This was a debate shorn of gim-
micks, gaffes, canned one-liners.
Bush and Kerry gave as good as
they got and laid out for the coun-

ANALY

try a choice between Bush’s deter-
mination to stay on the course he
has been following in Iraq or what

erry said would be a genuine
change in policy there.

Bush appeared defensive at the
start of the 90-minute debate, and
at times the camera caught him
scowling or frowning as Kerry re-
lentlessly attacked his record on
Iraq. But as the debate continued,
he passionately defended the core
values of his foreign policy: taking
the fight to terrorists and spread-
ing freedom across the planet.

Kerry, who was under great
pressure to perform well, repeated-
ly presented his case that the presi-
dent has led the country astray and
that only a change in leadership
can change the equation in Iraq
and attract the support of other
countries to share more of the bur-

en. He also sought to answer
doubts about himself by trying to
show that he would be equally res
lute in fighting the war on terror,
beit in a different way.

Instant polls judged Kerry the
clear winner, but Kerry came mlo

e debate knowing he ha
begin to undo the damage the Bush
campaign has inflicted on him and
reverse public perceptions that
Bush is better equipped to deal
with Iraq and the battle against ter-
rorists.

w strategists believed that
this first of three presidential de-
bates will, by itself, fundamentally
change the shape of the campaign,
but for voters wondering whether
the choice is as stark as the two
sides had been portraying it, the
session provided a resounding an-
swer. It sets the stage for what
promises to be a ferocious cam-
paign over the next 4/ weeks.

Not quite the facts, ma’am

With little time for rebuttal,

BY CALVIN WOODWARD
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — John Kerry used suspect ac-
counting in sizing up the cost of the Iraq war and
President Bush got his opponent’s position wrong on
withdrawing troops as the two men rushed to knock
each other down as many pegs as pos-
sible in their first debate.

Sometimes, one candidate had a
chance to take on the wayward claim
of the other, as when Bush suggested
he went to war in Iraq because “the
enemy attacked us” and Kerry point-
ed out Saddam Hussein did no such
thing.

Often, wrongful assertions or over-
simplifications went unanswered, as
when Kerry attacked Bush for spend-
ing too little on protecting the country
from terrorism and declared, “That’s
why they had to close down the sub-
way in New York when the Republi-
can convention was there.” The sub-
way didn’t close; some exits near the
convention did.

“The format made it difficult for
the candidates to rebut some distortions by their op-
ponents,” said Kathleen Hall Jamieson, director of
the Annenberg Public Policy Center at the University
of Pennsylvania.

Bush, twice during Thursday’s debate, suggested
al-Qaida is a vastly diminished terrorist force at the
top, saying at one point that “75 percent of known
al-Qaida leaders have been brought to justice,” and at
another, Osama bin Laden is “isolated — 75 percent
of his people have been brought to justice.”

But al-Qaida is still considered a mortal danger in
part because it refills its ranks and

&k The format made
it difficult for
the candidates
to rebut some

distortions
by their
opponents.??

Kathleen Hall Jamieson

Director of the Anneberg
Public Policy Center at the
University of Pennsylvania

several facts misrepresented

of operatives who powered al-Qaida when it mounted
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, not those behind the orga-
nization today. Earlier this year, the CIA estimated
two-thirds of those leaders were gone.

ush also mischaracterized Kerry’s position on
withdrawing troops from Iraq: “My opponent at one
time said, well, get me elected, I'll have them out of
there in six months.”

In fact, Kerry’s position has been
that he would hope to begin a with-
drawal in six months, not complete it.
His aim would be to finish the with-
drawal in four years if conditions al-
lowed.

Kerry stretched in accusing Bush
of spending too little on homeland se-
curity and too much in giving tax cuts
to the rich.

“This president thought it was
more important to give the wealthiest
people in America a tax cut rather
than invest in homeland security,”
the Massachusetts senator said. “And
long before President Bush and I get
a tax cut — and that’s who gets it —
long before we do, 'm going to invest
in homeland security.”

Bush’s tax cuts were across the board, not just for
rich people like Kerry and himself. And much of the
money Kerry wants to save by raising taxes on the
rich is already spoken for; he’d use it for health care
and middle-income tax relief.

Kerry, as he often does, said the United States has
spent $200 billion on the Iraq war.

An analysis by Annenberg’s FactCheck.org found
the true cost to be under $120 billion so far, and that
Kerry reaches his figure by counting money sched-
uled to be spent next year.

president was actually referring to deaths or atrests

Siobhan McDonough contributed to this report.

n mldr'h person
o halp pepe od
t have 1o be on 1

v r
Tkt e Imlporhm A hira the way 1 Rkt ror 275 years. O A MU 9165938, And h.-lp ™

continue this great American Catholic

PROVIDING HELP

e Ausnrnes & kg
[Ie—r e —

Carholic
Charirics

CREATING HEPE

s Py

chemtnes by S Mussey




Saturday, October 2, 2004

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 11

House rejects amendment to ban

BY JIM ABRAMS
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House followed
the Senate in decisively rejecting a consti-
tutional amendment banning gay mar-
riage, ending for this year debate on what
has become the dominant issue for the Re-
publican Party’s conservative base.

The 227-186 vote in the House on Thurs-
day was well short of the two-thirds majori-
ty needed to advance a constitutional
amendment, but fulfilled a promise by
backers to get lawmakers on the record on
the highly sensitive issue in the run-up to
Election Day.

“This is only the beginning, I'm telling
you,” said Majority Leader Tom DeLay,
R-Texas, stressing that the issue was too
important to abandon.

“Marriage is the basic unit of society, the
very DNA of civilization, and if that civiliza-
tion is to endure, marriage must be protect-
ed,” he said.

Democratic opponents said the motives
for holding the vote were tinged more with

politics than the
nation from gay marriages.

“The purpose in bringing this amend-
ment to the floor today, just four weeks be-
fore the election, is to create the fodder for
a demagogic political ad that appeals to vot-
ers’ worst fears and prejudices,” said Rep.
Steny Hoyer of Maryland, the House’s sec-
ond-ranked Democrat.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Struggling to wrap
up its work so members can campaign,
Congress has effectively put off until next
year passage of two top legislative goals:
a new highway spending bill and a re-
vised welfare reform bi!

The measures have been heralded as
means to add tens of thousands of people
to the nation’s work rolls, by getting peo-
ple off welfare or creating road construc-
tion jobs.

But on Thursday the House and Senate
voted to continue the old highway and
welfare bills into next year, acknowledg-
ing they didn’t have the time or the votes
to pass new legislation.

Congress, for the sixth time, voted to ex-
tend the six-year, $218 billion highway
and mass transit bill that expired on Sept.

Congress postpones highway, welfare bills

30, 2003. It also approved for the eighth
time a short-term extension of the 1996
welfare law that was supposed to have
ended in September 2002.

Highway programs will continue to be
funded for another eight months, and wel-
fare programs for six months. Without
those extensions, funding for both pro-
grams would have been cut off Thursday.

“This has been a maddening process
for those of us who care about transporta-
tion,” said Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore.

The House Transportation Committee,
of which DeFazio is a member, originally
sought $375 billion for the next six years,
saying this was necessary to ease conges-
tion and improve safety on the nation’s
highways. But the White House protest-
ed, saying it was too much and the presi-
dent would veto any bill that added to the
growing federal deficit.

The measure drew the support of 191 Re-
publicans and 36 Democrats. Voting
against it were 158 Democrats, 27 Republi-
cans and one independent.

The Constitution has been amended only
27 times, including the 10 amendments in
the Bill of Rights, in its history. Amend-
ments must win two-thirds majorities in
the House and Senate and be ratified by

three-fourths of state legislatures. The Sen-
ate rejected the gay marriage amendment
in July.

The House in recent days has also taken
up legislation dealing with gun rights and
the phrase “under God” in the pledge, two
other issues of importance to social conser-
vatives.

On Wednesday, the chamber voted

gay unions

250-171 to overturn a 28-year municipal
ban on handgun ownership in the District
of Columbia.

Last week it voted to protect the “under
God” phrase from federal court challeng-
es. Both bills are unlikely to be considered
in the Senate before this session of Con-
gress concludes.

President Bush has urged Congress to
take up the gay marriage amendment. Re-
cent surveys in battleground states in the
presidential ~ race indicate  roughly
one-quarter of Bush’s supporters say
moral or family values are uppermost in
their minds.

The gay marriage amendment said mar-
riage in the United States “shall consist
only of a man and a woman.” It also would
have required that neither the U.S. Consti-
tution nor any state constitution “shall be
construed to require that marriage or the
legal incidents thereof be conferred upon
any union other than the union of a man
and a woman.”

DelLay said the need for congressional
action was “forced upon us by activist judg-
es trying to legislate from the bench.” He
noted that under 1996 legislation passed by
Congress and signed by President Clinton,
marriage is defined as between a man of a
woman.

“Traditional marriage is worth preserv-
ing, because the nuclear family is far and
away the best environment in which to
raise children,” said Rep. Marilyn Mus-
grave, R-Colo.

China will move to flexible currency

Elodia Rodriguez, a member of Local 54's sister union in Las Vegas,
gathers picket signs Thursday at the Local 54 headquarters in Atlantic
City, N.J., in preparation for a strike against the city’s casinos.

Hotel, restaurant employees
strike at Atlantic City casinos

BY JOHN CURRAN
The Associated Press

But other union members —
ranging from bell captains to

BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Bush administration,
struggling to show progress in attacking this coun-
try’s soaring trade deficits, won a commitment Fri-
day from China that it would move “firmly and
steadily” to a flexible, market-based currency. How-
ever, the Chinese offered no firm timetable for how
long the transition will take.

Changing China’s currency system has been a key
demand of the beleaguered manufacturing sector in
the United States. Companies believe China’s cur-
rent policy of linking its currency at a fixed rate to
the U.S. dollar has undervalued the Chinese yuan by
as much as 40 percent, giving the country a tremen-
dous competitive advantage over U.S. products.

China’s commitment came in a joint economic
statement issued early Friday following high-level
meetings between Treasury Secretary John Snow
and Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan
and their counterparts from China, Finance Minis-

ter Jin Renging and Zhou Xiachuan, head of China’s
central bank.

“The Chinese side reaffirmed China’s commit-
ment to further advance reform and to push ahead
firmly and steadily to a market-based flexible ex-
change rate,” the two sides said in the joint state-
ment.

The statement said the U.S. side expressed sup-
port for continued efforts by China’s government to
“to bring about this goal as rapidly as possible.”

‘The Bush administration has been pushing China
for more than a year to allow the value of its curren-
cy to be set by financial markets. However, the Chi-
nese insist this cannot be done until the country puts
in place a number of economic reforms designed to
bolster China’s weak banking system and protect it
from the volatility that would occur with a floating
currency.

China’s new commitment came in advance of its
first-ever meeting with the Group of Seven major in-
dustrial countries, which was to occur over dinner
Friday night. The G-7 has been calling for China to
adopt a more flexible currency system.

TLANTIC CITY, NJ. —
About 10,000 casino hotel work-
ers from more than half the
city’s 12 casinos went on strike
Friday, even though negotiators
had reached a tentative agree-
ment with three of the casinos.

Members of Local 54 of the
Hotel Employees and Restau-
rant Employees union chanted
and carried picket signs outside
seven casinos after going on
strike at 6 am. The strike did
not affect dealers and other
workers in gambling operations,
who were still on the job.

‘Union negotiators reached an
agreement late Thursday with
Trump Hotel & Casino Resorts,
thereby averting a strike at
Trump Taj Mahal, Trump Mari-
na and Trump Plaza.

bartenders and pastry chefs to
porters — went on strike at Har-
rah’s Atlantic City, Showboat
Hotel-Casino, Bally’s Atlantic
City, Caesars Atlantic City, the
Atlantic City Hilton, Resorts At-
lantic City, and the Tropicana
Casino and Resort.

Two casinos that have forged
separate agreements with the
union were unaffected.

At issue was the practice of
subcontracting by  casinos,
which lease space to restaurants
and bars without requiring
them to use union workers.

Police said there were no ar-
rests and no violence was report-
ed, but some garages com-
plained that picketers were
blocking entrances.

DeLay faces more ethics problems

BY SUZANNE GAMBOA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Ma-
jority Leader Tom DeLay, admon-
ished by the House ethics commit-
tee for acting improperly by try-
ing to persuade a Michigan Re-
publican to change his vote on a
Medicare prescription drug bill,
could face another investigation
by the panel.

The committee on Thursday ap-
proved an investigative report
that serves as “a public admonish-
ment” against DeLay, R-Texas,
Rep. Candice Miller, R-Mich.,
and the lawmaker they were try-
ing to influence, Rep. Nick Smith.

The committee found after its
six-month investigation that DeLay
and Miller linked a favorable vote

by Smith to support of the House
candidacy of Smith’s son.

The committee still must de-
cide whether
to dismiss or
appoint an in-
vestigative
subcommit-
tee to probe
a separate
three-part
complaint
against
DeLay filed

Del.ay

plaml alleges DeLay misused his
office and federal resources for
political purposes related to elec-

tions and redistricting in Texas.

The public admonishments is-
sued in the case of Smith’s Medi-
care vote are the lightest punish-
ment the ethics committee can
issue when it finds House rules
have been violated.

The investigation, by a
four-member subcommittee, was
triggered when the retiring Smith
said that unidentified lawmakers
and business interests promlsed
substantial money to his son’s con-
gressional campaign if he voted
for the Medicare legislation.

He was not persuaded and stuck
with his vote against the legisla-
tion in the Nov. 22, 2003, tally that
ended at 5:51 a.m. The legislation
passed the House by five votes.

Associated press writer Larry Margasak
contributed to this report.
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Ranch cares for pets after owners pass on

AP

Baby is one of 11 dogs currently residing
at the Stevenson Companion Animal
Life-Care Center at Texas A&M University.
The center provides a comfortable, spa-
cious home for pets after their owners die.

BY MICHAEL GRACZYK
The Associated Press

COLLEGE STATION, Texas — Fifteen
cats, 11 dogs, a pony and a llama live here,
but this is no shelter, kennel or hobby
farm.

The 8,300-square-foot ranch on  the
sprawling campus of Texas A&M Universi-
ty is an orphanage of sorts, a place for pets
whose owners have died. Its caretaker, one
of the country’s top veterinary medicine
schools, runs the place like a home, which
is just what the pets’ owners wanted.

The center has been such a success —
primarily thanks to word-of-mouth by vet-
erinarians — that the university on Friday
will dedicate a 3,500-square-foot expan-
sion financed by $600,000 in contributions.

So far, 94 owners from 18 states have
made arrangements for 250 animals to live
at the Stevenson Companion Animal
Life-Care Center after the owners are
gone. Among them is Elise Lee Wear, a re-
tired University of Wisconsin nursing pro-
fessor who has enrolled her two dogs.

k& My pets are
extraordinarily
important to me.9?

Elise Lee Wear,
whose dogs may live at the ranch

“It's very hard to say to a friend or some-
body: ‘Will you take my dog?’ ” Wear said.
“My dogs are extraordinarily important to
me, and I want to be sure they are really
well taken care of, both medically and psy-
chologically.”

Each owner pays an endowment that be-
gins at $10,000 and varies based on his or
her age and the pet’s size. It can be paid up
front or as a bequest through a will or trust.
The center has collected $4 million in its 11
years of operation. Veterinarian Henry Pre-
snal and his staff have duplicated a com-
fortable modern household — a living
room with couch and TV, a formal dining
room and a spacious backyard. The pets
are free to roam until 11 p.m., when they’re

tucked away for the night in their “bed-
rooms,” individual aluminum enclosures
that include a pillow.

Like children, cats and dogs that can’t
get along are separated, as are pets that
are sick. Cats and dogs that do get along
spend their days lounging on the floor,
climbing on furniture, listening to music
playing throughout the house, wandering
outside. The pony and llama have their
own barn and pasture area.

“I like to keep them happy, interacting
with the others,” said Janet Broadhead, a
registered veterinary technician who's
worked at the center for about four years.
“It’s a challenge. They have different per-
sonalities ... . Some of them had never seen
another dog.”

There’s also a room designed as an avi-
ary, although the lone parrot is one of 21 an-
imals that have died since the center
opened.

“This is not an elitist program,” Presnal
said. “Most of the people who have animals
here are not wealthy people. It's just that
this is where they choose to spend their
money.”

STRIPES RELOCATION GUIDE

) S |

click here

Ft Jackson x Shaw AFB * Charleston AFB

Beaufort MCAS * Parris Island * Naval Hosp
HOME BUYER REPRESENTATION SPECIALISTS
Buyers: “We work to get you the best price & terms”
“One stop shopping™-We handle it all
Loan Approval » Negotiations + Inspections « Insurance = Closing
Call George: 1-800-310-5112 weekends are OK or

COM OF WWW.

GOING HOME? GET A PCS LOAN!

----------- » OF &l <
www.yesomni.com

for a fast
loan

COLORADO SPRINGS
VIEW EVERY HOME NOW

www.ColoradoMilitaryRelo.com

Helping the military move home to
the mountains for over 20 years!

o

com

Home Buyer Representation Realt

g
Ask for: Relocation Pkg, info on Schools, Area & Jobs
Inc, NO FEES!

REE INFORMATICN Ermpioyms

MRC
rcsinge FORT

Ft, Bragg, Ft. Campbel), Ft. Stewart, Ft. Lewis, Ft. Knox...7
FREE RELOCATION INFORMATION
Call Chris Roussel

Coldwell Banker United, Resltors
2705-E Highway 180, Gapperas Cove, TX 76522

Call Toll Free: 0-800-100-2106 - E-Mall: croussei@cbunited.com
F ani Ecrocky Biykrg et - Prmuabeon Packat

Cash Back
To Buyers

3 Free Nights
In Hotel

Pre-quatty with Natioral Bank Worigage - Toll Frea: 0-800- 1824032
Les Huffnar - FDIG/Equal Housing Lender

Washington, D. C. Area
& Northern Virginia
Free 200 Page Book

“How to Buy Your Home,
Without Getting Ripped OfF”

Area Maps, Newspapers
Over 50,000 Homes for sale

www. JerrySeaman.Com
Terry Seaman Realty 1-800-708-9969

* New

* Free

www.coldwellbanker.com
= Serving Deridder and Leesville

coLDweLL
BANKER OO

Wayne Hall Real Estate
BOO-B77-0677

Home Construction

Relocation Information

Contact Me Today!
Wayne Hall
Broker/Owner
wayneohall@yahco.com
(337) 463-9994.

we’ll get
Proi

Ft. Carson-NORAD-Air Force Academy-Peterson & Schriever AFB
NEW BUILT or RESALE? = FIRST TIME HOME BUYER?

RELOCATION PACKAGE FOR HOME BUYERS
**CHECK OUT OUR BIG 38 SPECIAL}
PETRA HAEBICH
Broker Associate

RE/MAX PARTNERS, Inc. 8ranch Manager
h REMAX et ) RBC MORTGAGE
www.PetraHaebich.com

ou Pre-Approved BEFORE you move!
essional Service - Personal Touch

COLORADO

¥ DWIGHT HOWARD
-

FORT JACKSON, SC

Web Site: www.fortjacksonrelo.com
E-mail: duker@fortjacksonrelo.com
Cail Bob Duker, USA, Ret.

Wiite: Military Reiocation Team
7001 51 Andrews Rd. PMB 102« Columbia, SC 29212
Relocation Package
40 Page Home Buyers Guide « VA Preapproval
& Germany Toll Free Anytime
(0800-225-5288) — B00-447-3536

Steve Freeman
& Mary Ellen Vernie

(CALL GENE & ERIKA GUDENKAUF
ToLL FREE FOR YOU:

0-800-181-6612

One Call Does Tt Gl

VA Homes
o Homes

Free Relocution Packet
Property Rentals
Local Listings * School Reports

Loan Pre-Qualification and more!
By visiting us at

www.area-home.com
o us at:

egudenkaufizremas net
Teamwork that makes your dreain wark!

’Dﬂﬁ- Giene & Erika Gudenkiaf
M REMAX Advantage
-l 500

- e 05 Dinic gy

! Radelill, KY 40160




PAGE 14

- STARS AND STRIPES

Saturday, October 2, 2004

THOMAS E. KELSCH, Publisher
THOMAS BIERMANN, General Manager, Europe.
LT. COL. CYRIL J. SOCHA, Commander

News and Editorial
DAVID MAZZARELLA, Emmua\ Director
ing Editor
ROBB GRINDSTAFF, Assuma‘e Editor
SAM AMRHEIN, Europe Bureau Chief
SCOTT BURGESS, Middle East Bureau Chief
JOE GROMELSKI, Electronic Eﬂman Editor
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITORS:
Peter Photikoe, Photo/Graphics
Sean Moores, Sports.

Sharon Olson, News
Brian Bowers, Feafures

Addresses
U.S. MAIL: Unit 29480, APO AE 0921
IMI[RNATIﬂHAI. MAIL: Postfach 133D 64345 Griesheim,

L n——— 6155601416
E-MAIL: News: news(@mailestrpes osd.mil
Lefers: etters@mailestripes.osd.mil
CENTRAL OFICE 520 141 Stest ) St 350, Washingon 0G
Phone DS 312-763-0900 or civ. (+1) (202)
SN0 Fot (o) (200 81000
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR: David Mazzarella, 529 14th St. NW, Suite
350, Washwc\mv 6 20051501 Phone DSH 512-765-0045 o
civ. (+1) (202) 761-0945.
-l mazmmuadmmuzs osdmil
OMBUDSMAN Joe Ungee, Send commrts . Ombucdsman, Srs
ad Stes, 529 it St N, Sute 350, Washingor, DG
-1301. " Phone civlian  (+1) (401) 364-6032 fax
(+1\ (401) 364-8696;
or e-mal: ombudsman@stripes.osd.mil

How to call us
Editor: DSN 349-8237: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601237
Letters: DSN 349-8400: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601400
Sports: DSN 349-8225: civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601225
Circulation: DSN 349-8437; civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601437
Advertising: DSN 349-8335/443;
civ. (+49) (0) 6155/601335/443.

News Bureaus

GERMANY (country code +49)
Bamborg: R Emr, 2700 B35, Unt 27525, Box 23541, AP0 AE
SN 169-7957 o o (0 9536885 ox SN

Baumholder: Terry Boyd, 222nd B 100 1€ 00034t 05K
UE5608, o o, (1) 6783-50075; e mal
boydt@nailestripes.osd.mil

Darmstad: Kevin Dougherty, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211 te. DS
349-8406 or civ. (0) 615
e-mail: doughertyk urmaﬂesmpesnsﬂ i, Mard Sndasn, Ui
29480, AP0 AE 09211; el DSN 349-8326 or 0
6155-601326; e-mail: sandersonw@mail
ca Tigo, Unit 29480, APO AE 09211 te. DSN 349-8290 or v
(0) 6155-601230; e-mail: ngoj@mail strpes osd mil
and Lisa Hom, Urit 29480, APO AE 09211 e DS 348237 or
i, O G155 0123, e-nal an@nalestpes st

WidelrgMamnein o . Ao o 17 oo 104,
69115 Hadober o, DSH 3707010 of av. (0 622160054
foxcie 0 22172321

syl solipes o1 o
KalsrstutonSpangtabem: Wi Mok, AP0 42 022273717
| O8N 4856585 o o (0 B1/2108 o 0 6357140: s
10 81506, & peenen@naiestps st

Sutart. cname Coon, CHR 423, Box 465, APO AE 09107-0465,
e DSN 4212088 1 cv. 07117252088, ol
cnnnr’)maﬂ estripes osd.mil

Wirzburg: tve iner T, DSN 350-6508or i, 09314677001
fax civ. (0) 0931-700372; e-mal: lewers@nailestipes osd.mi

ITALY
ianolcenz Kent Haris, o, DS 310 6321662 or . (09
430-66-7652; second line DSN (314) 632-4222 or civ. (39)
Ot agms o nal sk @mlsiipes osgm

Naples: Jason Chudy, PSC 810, Box 56, FPO AE 03615; tel. DSN
26-5157 or cv. (+39) (081) ssxsm fax DS 626-5150 or
civ. (+39) (081) 568-5150; e-m
chudyi@mail strpes.osd.mil

SPAIN
Rt Selt Schonaue, PSC 619, B L FP0 AE 0965, tl, K
199 o civ. C+34) 856 82-109% fm DSN 727-1034 o
iy
e-mail: schonaers; mmaﬂesmpe&nsﬂ mil
0SNIA
Tuzl Stars and Sirips, Opeaton ot Forg, APO AE 09783, tl
civ. 00387-61-135974; e-mail: bosnia@mail estripes.osd.mil
I

UNITED KINGDOM
RAF Mildonhal Ron Jnsn, Bdng 165 ECS-UK, RAFMidenl
2381868 or Gv. (+44) (0)
oSt o (40)0) 698 TBDT,
e-mail: fensenr@mailestripes.osd.mil
\SHINGTON D.C.
Bumu e aich Dikson, 29 141 st W, St 350, Wosh-
200451301 bl (1) 20) 761-05
o e np@stripes.os
Sandra Jontz and Lsa Burgess, 4 et 0 Sute 350 Wosh-
ington DC 20045-1301; tel civ. (+1) (703) 695-4792; fax civ.
(+1) (703) 693-6366
e-mail: jontzs@stripes.osd. mil; burgessl@stripes osd.mi

Printed in taly by Editrce Tolestampa

Stars and Stipes (USPS musz, it oty o
and New Vear's) fo 50 cents daiy and $1 Sunday
cental offic, 529 14th St W, Sute 350 wau b

© Eurapean and Pacific Strs and Stripes 2004

This newspaper i authorized fo publcation by the Department of -
fense for members of the Miltary Senvices overseas. Howeter, the con-
tents of the STARS and STRIPES are unoficial, and are not to be consid-
e s he oficial views of,or endorsed by, the U S Government, incug-
ing the Department of Defense or the U.. Ewropean Command. As a Dof
newspaper, the STARS and STRIPES may be distrbuted thiough ofcial
channels and use appropriated funds for distibuton to emote and isolat-
ed locations where overseas DoD personnel are lcate

he appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts o
supplements, does not constitute endorsemer Degartment of De-
fense or the STARS

et ol rgh, g, martal s,y hndeap, ot
or any other nonmerit actor o

STM'(S AND STRIPES WEB SITE: WWW.STRIPES.COM

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Peters ‘absolutely right’

Many Germans, and some Americans,
are up in arms over what Ralph Peters
wrote in his recent New York Post article.
Personally, I think he’s absolutely right and,
based on conversations I've had with other
Americans here in Germany, a lot of others
agree with him, too.

Tthink it's pretty obvious that he’s not talk-
ing about all Germans, just Germans in gen-
eral.

Here are a few things to think about. Ger-
mans are screaming about how hardwork-
ing they are. Well, in Neu Ulm, the church
with the world’s tallest steeple has been sur-
rounded by scaffolding since at least the
1970s. I think that speaks for itself about
how hardworking a culture is, to take at
least 30 years (and counting) to complete
getting a building repaired.

Most of the civilian jobs on the bases are
so infiltrated with Germans that when an
American does get hired, he finds himself
being brushed off by the German majority
who will do things such as ignore him and
speak around him to each other in German.

Then there’s the fact that Germany has
been so adamantly opposed to offering any
kind of help in our war on terror. Some al-
lies they turned out to be.

1 think it's asinine to continue to support
this country economically with our jobs,
and the money that we pump into their econ-
omy, when there are plenty of other coun-
tries in this region that are supporting us
downrange with their own people.

So Ralph Peters, even though you're get-
ting a lot of bad press, there are indeed a lot
of us who are glad that someone’s not afraid
to speak up.

Jessica Barton
Kaiserslautern, Germany

If it’s legal, it's OK

'his is in response to the article “U.S.
troops defend legal prostitution” (Sept. 26).
If going to a legal prostitute is done in a
well and responsible matter, and the activi-
ty does not interfere with the mission of the
military, then there should be no reason
why the servicemember should not be able
to go to one.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Slnpes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Cmmtry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8:

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

However, if the servicemember develops
a sexual addiction and the activity does in-
terfere with the mission, then counseling
and consequences should take place just as
with other addictions (gambling, drinking,
etc.)

Married servicemembers must also re-
member that there is an article in the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice against adul-
tery (Article 134).

One airman in the article said: “If it's ille-
gal in the States, then it should be illegal to
U.S. military members.”

If we're going to that extreme, then we
might as well make the drinking age for all
U.S. military members 21 regardless of the
law of the land. If we make one extreme
measure, then another has to follow. The ar-
gument can also be made that prostitution is
legal in [parts of] one state (Nevada), so
should only servicemembers from [those
parts of] Nevada be allowed to visit legal
prostitutes?

Finally, unlike the prostitutes in Asia who
are sometimes forced into the industry, the
prostitutes in Europe are self-employed and
do their own business of their own free will.

Airman 1st Class Sergio F. Santos
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany
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Prostitution rule ‘bad idea’

In response to the article “DOD: Solicit-
ing prostitute should end career” (Sept.
23), let me submit that this is a very, very
bad idea.

First, I will point out that I have never
patronized a brothel in Germany, al-
though I have been invited by my friends
on several occasions to do so. It's not for
me and, I will submit that, like drinking
or smoking, it is not a wholesome activi-
ty. But that is besides the point.

Adult soldiers, who fight and die for
their nation, should be allowed to partici
pate in a legal activity that all nonmili-
tary people are allowed to do, especially
when this activity has nothing to do with
their jobs. In Germany, this will accom-
plish nothing more than further alienat-
ing the local communities from the U.S.
military.

I apprecia&e the goal of ending human
trafficking, but is this really a wide-
spread problem in places like Germany
or Nevada? And in areas where it’s really
a problem, local commanders already
have the discretion to make any establish-
ments off-limits.

The Stars and Stripes article says this
policy with U.S. soldiers has been com-
pletely successful in Bosnia. So the
means are already there. To use the old
saying: “If it's not broke, don’t fix it.”

A more important question to ask is,
why isn’t the U.S. military spending its
energies on either shutting down human
trafficking in places like Bosnia or put-
ting pressure on their host nations to end
it?

To punish the soldiers is ridiculous.
What's next? Will it become a Uniform
Code of Military Justice violation to wear
certain types of clothing, since many
sweatshops are run by human traffick-

" The milit ry already has many regula-

tions restricting sexual activity. We

should attack the real problems here

without needlessly interfering with sol-
diers’ personal sex lives.

Capt. John H. Smith ITI

Gelnhausen, Germany
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YOUR MONEY

Malpractice surcharges ensure controversy

BY SANDRA G. BOODMAN
The Washington Post

Kenneth Greene wasn’t sure
how his 1,500 patients would react
when he asked them for a $10 con-
tribution to help pay his $11,000
malpractice insurance bill.

“The medical malpractice insur-
ance crisis has come full force to
Maryland,” the 47-year-old Tow-
son, Md., internist declared in a let-
ter he sent in December. A “small
donation ... is necessary if we are
to continue to keep our doors
open.

Nine hundred miles away in
North Palm Beach, Fla, family
physician Ira Warshaw launched a
similar plan. Warshaw asked his
3,000 patients to send him a check
for $125 ($25 if they were under
25) to help defray his $30,000 insur-
ance bill, which has quadrupled
since 2002. If patients didn’t send
him money, Warshaw warned in a
letter earlier this year, he might be
forced to stop participating with
Medicare and some health plans.

“I felt like I was drowning, real-
ly,” said Warshaw, a solo practitio-
ner who said he felt “some guilt”
about his request but was also grap-
pling with a $100,000 debt from a
failed venture in group practice.
He felt compelled to act, he sai
after his income dipped below the
national average for his specialty,
roughly $140,000.

Greene and Warshaw are
among the pioneers of a new —
and controversial — tactic that is
being viewed with keen interest by
medical groups around the coun-
try: the malpractice surcharge.
Both doctors say their letters were

so successful at generating funds
that they plan to send another ap-
peal before next year's insurance
bills are due.

Rising expenses and static reim-
bursements have led a growing
number of physicians — most of
them in the less-lucrative primary
care specialties of pediatrics, fami-
ly practice and internal medicine

— to begin charging so-called ac-
cess fees for services they once pro-
vided for free. These include fill-
ing out camp and disability forms,
taking after-hours phone calls, and
answering e-mail questions. Some
are also dunning patients for can-
celed appointments.

A malpractice surcharge, some
doctors say, is simply one more ac-
cess fee, although it is usually pre-
sented as voluntary to avoid run-
ning afoul of Medicare rules that
prohibit such mandatory charges.
Its appeal is enhanced by the
anger many doctors feel about ris-
ing insurance rates, which has
touched off a fierce political battle
in Maryland and other states.

“Physicians are getting crushed

tion, which represents 1,900 prac-
tices employing 237 000 doctors,
have warned members to
tread carefully before adding ac-
cess fees.

MGMA executive director Will-
iam Jessee points to a March letter
from the office of the Department
of Health and Human Services in-
spector general warning doctors
that if they charge extra fees for
covered services, they might face
legal action. Because Medicare re-
imbursement includes an alloca-
tion for malpractice insurance,
MedChi’s Preston said, a mandato-
ry malpractice fee would violate
federal rules. A voluntary donation

not.

Whether surcharges are permis-
sible or not, medical ethicist Art
Caplan warns that doctors who ask
their patients for extra dollars to
help pay their bills risk “galvaniz-
ing patients into complete hostili-

“It seems to me une(hlcal to

y the o
cost shocks and declining reim-
bursement,” said Michael Preston,
executive director of MedChi, the
Maryland state medical society.
“As a result, there is great interest
in surcharges or access fees.”

The Bush administration,
backed by the American Medical
Association and other medical
groups, is pushing legislation to
limit liability costs, and reduce
what the president last week called
“junk lawsuits” that are driving
“good docs” from practice. They
advocate capping the amount of
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Towson, Md., mlermsl Kenneth M. Greene asks his patients to make a
$10

to cover a 28 percent increas

is

charge
that has nothing T do with servic:
es,” said Caplan, director of the
Center for Bioethics at the Univer-

insurance premiums. He is among the first physicians to employ the

controversial tact

money patients harmed by medi-
cal negligence could collect from
doctors and hospitals.

In addition to lobbying for caps
at the state and national level,
AMA officials are studymg the
issue of malpractice surcharges
and may deve]op gmdelmes for
members.

“Something’s gotta give,” said or-
thopedic surgeon Peter Lavine,
president of the Medical Society of
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, known in the profes:

n as a malpractice surcharge.

the District of Columbia. “One

huge benefit is that [surcharges]
will engage the public, which real-
ly isn't that engaged in the debate.”
But some consumer advocates
and medical ethicists warn that
asking patients for more money at
a time when they are facing other

some groups, including the Medi-
cal Group Management Associa-

sity of “The patient
population is well aware of the
practice problem, but perceives it
rightly as a special interest battle”
involving doctors, lawyers and law-
makers.

While the costs of running a
practice, including insurance pre-
miums, have risen in recent years,
physicians incomes do not appear
to have dropped.

Data released by the MGMA
found that between 1999 and 2003,
the average reportable compensa-
tion of primary care physicians
rose nearly 9 percent, to $156,902.

ents and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

Tinding a mechanic

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — When your
car starts acting up, it’s time to
take it to a mechanic. But if you
know very little about cars, how
can_you — and your wallet —
avoid getting taken for a ride?
The Wall Street Journal reports
that qualified mechanics are in
high demand, and not always
easy to find. Fixing cars has be-
come_an increasingly special-
ized field, with most

of Excellence” when at least 75
percent of its diagnostics and re-
pair technicians are certified, and
it has at least one certified techni-
cian in each area of service. For
the list of Blue Seal shops, visit
www.aseblueseal.org.

If you can, take your car to a
repair shop run by the manufac-
turer rather than the dealership
that sold you the vehicle, warns
Phil Reed, consumer-advice edi-
tor for Edmunds.com. The Web

versed in the repair work for not
more than one or two makes.

Look for mechanics approved
by the American Automobile As-
sociation and the National Insti-
tute for Automotive Service Ex-
cellence or ASE.

Atwww.AAA. com, the auto as-
sociation has a list of Approved
Auto Repair Network mechan-
ics. All must pass a quarterly in-
spection and have a customer

satisfaction rating of 90 percent
or higher.
The ASE certifies mechanics
that pass specialization tests and
fulfill a two-year work-experi-

30-year bond
Soorener Tha Rsgociated Brass. Bank of
America, Bloomberg.com

ence
must recertify every five years. A
shop receives the ASE “Blue Seal

site offers comparison-she
guides for cars.

The manufacturer won't try to
tack on unnecessary work — it
knows what needs to be done to
the car after a cenain time peri-
od or after you've driven a set
amount of miles. Workers at a
dealership shop may try to con-
vince you to spend more with ex-
tras, such as an oil change and
tire rotation — even if you don’t
need them. “They’ll do what
they want to do to the car,” Reed
says. “Not what’s necessary.”

To find a mechanic near you,
visit www.cars.com. The site’s
Car Talk Car Adviser section al-
lows visitors to search for a con-
sumer-recommended mechanic
in their ZIP code.

pping
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s today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight's
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
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EUROPEAN FORECA!

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers and gusty winds. Highs in
the lower 60s, Sunday lows in the
mid 50s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly to mostly
cloudy with rainshowers in the early
afternoon. Highs in the upper 505 to
mid 60s, Sunday lows in the mid 40s

4 to lower 50s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with fog in the morning and isolated

A thunderstorms in the afternoon.

Highs in the mid to upper 60s,
Sunday lows i the mid to upper 40s.

France: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 60s to upper 70, Sunday lows
in the upper 40s to mid 50s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with rainshowers in the early
afternoon. Highs in the lower to mid
60s, Sunday lows in the mid to upper
40s.

Southern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy with rainshowers in the late
morning and early afternoon._Highs
in the mid 50 to lower 60s, Sunday
lows in the mid to upper 40s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 60s, Sunday lows in the mid 40s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers in the morning.” Highs in
the upper 60s to upper 70s, Sunday
lows in the upper 40s to upper 50s.

Southern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
upper 70s to lower 80s, Sunday lows
in the upper 50s to lower 60s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy with fog in the
morning and isolated thunderstorms
in the afternoon. Highs in the lower
to upper 60s, Sunday lows in the
upper 40s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers in the afternoon. Highs in the
upper 40s to mid 50s, Sunday lows
in the mid to upper 40s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny to partly
cloudy. 'Highs in the upper 70s to

7 ALGERIA TuNisiA European forecast for 2 OCT 2004 lower 90s, Sunday lows in the mid
L 505 to upper 60s.

e o4 N - 5, TRowG Turkey: Sunny to partly cloudy. Highs
kev: A OHe R L & B M W & S e o deie maa L in the mid 805 to lower 90s, Sunday
Sumny PLCK Mostycdy. Cloudy ~Showers Tstorms  Ran  Rainknow  Snow old fnt. - Warm frnt. Troug ccluded fr. Staty.front  Low High lows in the lower to mid 60s.
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Act snuffed out

GRAND RAPIDS —

Worried that a flam-
ing man fired from a can-
non might send the wrong
message to children on the
eve of Fire vention
Week, the city commission
has snuffed out the act of
aheadliner with the Rin-
gling Bros. and Barnum
& Bailey Circus.

“Bailey’s Comet” .
‘will not soar brightly
when “The Greatest Show on
Earth” visits Van Andel Arena this
week.

The circus’ city fireworks per-
mit still will allow performer Tina
Miser to shoot her husband out of a
cannon. But it won’t let her douse
him with lighter fluid before she
sends him sailing across the arena.

rian Miser, whom the circus
promotes as a “human fireball,”
wears two fireproof suits and is
doused with fire extinguishers
‘when he lands, so the act probably
would pass a city safety inspection,
Fire Safety Inspector Ted Jensen
said.

Rush-hour traffic blues

cT NEW CANAAN — John

Kjekstad, hoping to avoid
rush-hour traffic on the way home,
found a quick, but ultimately ille-
gal way to get home: via helicop-

K]ekslad who runs two helicop-
ter and airplane charter compa-
nies, had planned Thursday to land
his chopper at Teterboro Airport
in New Jersey and drive home to
New Canaan.

On his way to the airport,
though, Kjekstad told polloe he
saw bumper-to-bumper traffic on
the Merritt Parkway and chose to
fly directly home instead.

After landing in his back yard, a
neighbor complained.

He was issued a $75 ticket for vi-
olating a town ordinance prohibit-
ing landing aircraft on residential
property, Sgt. Louis Gannon said
Tuesday.

Cop charged with assault
HOUSTON — A Prairie
View A&M University po-
lice officer is accused of opening
fire on another motorist after a
wreck, according to reports.
Officer Isabel Orellana is
charged with aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon and driving
while intoxicated, according to
Houston police. The motorist,
Steve Lam, was uninjured.

Orellana, 30, was off duty and
not wearing a pohce uniform at the
time of the shooting about 3 a.m.
on Sunday.

‘The shooting occurred after Orel-
lana’s Ford Mustang struck the
23-year-old Lam’s truck, causing
‘minor damage, police said.

Orellana, who appeared to be in-
toxicated, refused to exchange in-
formation with Lam and told him
she wanted to “handle this tomor-
row,” police told the Houston
Chronicle in Thursday’s editions.

Whale surfing

SAN CLEMENTE — A surf-

er says the swell he was
riding on a recent trip turned out
to be more than just a wave — it
was a whale.

Spyros Vamvas, a 60-year-old
San Clemente therapist, felt the
ocean swirl under him and was lift-
ed up by the giant mammal.

“All of a sudden I just felt, wow,
this huge noise and bump,” said
Vamvas, “and it lifted my board

!gnf/

AMER CAN
ROUNDUP

up. P’m looking down, and there’s
Jjust swirling water and I see barna-
cles on the back of the whale. I'm
used to dolphins. This was differ-
ent. It was huge.”

Witnesses at Lasuen Beach on
Monday morning began yelling.

Vamvas had no 1dea how big the
whale was. Others on the beach
guessed between 15 feet to 30 feet
long, meaning the whale was likely
ajuvenile.

Vamvas, who has been surfing
since he was 12, said the whale lift-
ed him gently. “I never changed po-
sition on my board,” he said.

Really bad check

EDWARDSVILLE — In

search of a date, an ex-con in-
stead found a quick way behind
bars when police said he tried to
use a checking account that wasn’t
his — that of the Madison County
Jail.

David Wroten was charged with
financial fraud for allegedly using
the account to try to cover the
$39.95 membership fee for an on-
line dating service, prosecutors
said.

“How dumb is it to use a law en-
forcement agency as your bank, so
to speak? I guess if youre going to
scam somebody, picking on John
Q. Public is one way to go, but pick-
ing on your neighborhood police
department is even worse,” said
Sheriff Robert Hertz.

‘Wroten, 20, allegedly got the ac-

Tiny dancers

Five-year-old Alayna Winslow, left,
watches Sarah Jones,7, during a
performance by Dance Ltd. School
of Dance during the 1st Annual
Family Night at the Abilene Civic
Center in Abilene, Texas.

count number from a

check issued to him
for money left over in
a jail account when he
was released in April
after being held there on
a theft charge.

Holy antennas

NEWPORT —
Members of St. Mary
Star of the Sea Roman Catho-
lic Church can get a glimpse
of what cellular antennas
would look like in their
church.

Three cellular phone antennas
were temporarily installed in a

steeple.

Verizon Wireless plans to install
six permanent antennas in the
church’s two steeples. Although
more than a year ago the parish
council accepted with little fanfare
Verizon’s offer to pay $1,500 a
‘month for use of the steeples, it has
become a divisive issue among
members of the church. It would
be the first Catholic church in the
state to house cellular antennas.

The project might still need ap-
proval by the District 7 Environ-
mental Commission. In the next
week, the district commission coor-
dinator will decide whether the aes-
thetic impact merits a hearing.

Soiled clothing
NEWPORT NEWS
School officials blame a mis-

understanding for a third-grader

spending several hours in clothes
stained with another student’s

urine.

But the mother of the boy said
she’s not satisfied with the explana-

tion.

Michelle Morgan, school divi-
sion spokeswoman, said a teacher,
principal and assistant principal
each thought that Daveina
Mayo-Perry’s son had received
clean clothing. Another boy affect-
ed got some urine on a shoe, Mor-
gan said.

The pupil who urinated on the
two boys has been disciplined, Mor-
gan said. She said the incident
didn’t stem from a fight.

0il exploration

ANCHORAGE Gov.
Frank Murkowski says a
new federal study shows oil explo-
ration equipment should be al-
lowed onto fragile North Slope tun-
dra weeks earlier than usual. Most
exploratory work is done in winter
when the tundra is frozen and cov-
ered with snow, shielding it from
lamage. Environmental watch-
dogs say Murkowski is rushing to
conclusions from the winter travel
study, which has only one season
of results.

Nerd tool spotlighted

WEST LAFAYETTE — A

generation ago, geeks, nerds
and brainiacs were easy to spot.
They always had slide rules stick-
ing out of their breast pockets.

Now a Purdue University exhib-
it pays homage to those low-tech
accessories that were a necessity
for generations of scientists, engi-
neers and mathematicians.

Nearly 200 slide rules are on dis-
play at Purdue’s Potter Engineer-
ing Center. All were donated by
Purdue alumni, among them Neil
Armstrong, the first man to walk
on the moon.

Slide rules were rendered obso-
lete by electronic calculators in the
1970s, ending a run that lasted
nearly 400 years. But they are far
from forgotten.

3 3 John DeCor , 16, left, of
Energetic fundraiSers gare waen holds twe signs,

“Gymnastics For Cash” and “Support Our Bowling Team,” as Bryan Alva-
rez, 29, of Bothell, Wash., performs a handstand in Bellevue, Wash.

A lone kayaker paddles in Jamaica Bay
while an early morning A line subway
train crosses a bridge after leaving Far Rockaways in Queens in New
York.

Absolute solitude
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A serene view

rain storm passed through the area.

ot Indah, a femal tan,
Monkey see, monkey eat gioh s e ety

arrived at her new home, Great Ape Trust of lowa, in Des Moines, lowa.

Arainbow is cast over Spooner Summit just outside Carson City, Nev., after a light

Colorful entrance

A student enters the gymnasium
through some colorful doors at the
U.S. Forest Service Ouachita Job
Corps Conservation Center in
Royal, Ark.

Big appetite

Tessa, a two-week-old walrus calf, is fed a simulated walrus milk formula by SeaWorld
San Diego animal care specialist Eric Otjen in San Diego.

Identification required

SANTA FE — The state Su-

preme Court ruled only
first-time voters who registered by
mail will be required to show iden-
tification at the polls, a defeat for
Republicans who argued that all
new voters who didn’t register at a
county clerk’s office should have to
show ID. The dispute centered
around how many of New Mexico’s
tens of thousands of newly regis-
tered voters must show identifica-
tion at the polls.

Protection for polls

IOWA CITY — A nonprofit

group wants election offi-
cials to beef up security to keep bal-
lots and voting machines secure be-
fore the November election. But
the Towa secretary of state’s office
says it's not necessary. The Elec-
tion Center has sent letters to coun-
ty auditors suggesting security
measures, such as installing
24-hour video cameras where vot-
ing equipment and ballots are
stored. The secretary of state’s of-
fice says local officials should de-
cide what, if any, security is need-
ed.

Man trapped under tree

VT SHAFTSBURY — A

77-year-old man spent two
nights trapped beneath a
large beech tree he was cutting for
firewood.

Edward Austin told police he
had been under the tree before a
friend walking his dog found him.

Austin was in critical condition
at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center in Lebanon, N.H.

Austin was found by a friend,
William Hardy, who was walking
Austin’s property with his airedale
terrier.

The hunting dog seemed
alarmed, said Hardy, barking and
growling toward the back of the
woods. Hardy eventually went to
see what the dog was upset about
and found Austin’s tractor nearby.
It did not take him long, Hardy
said, to figure out that something
was not right.

The local fire department was
able to move the tree enough to
free Austin.

Woman goes off course

ST. LOUIS — More than a
week after she was report-
ed missing, a 68-year-old
woman with Alzheimer’s discase
who had di while travel-

Berg’s apartment building and
back into captivity. The snake was
being kept in Berg’s bathroom, but
escaped when the door was left
ajar.

A new cage for Baby is being
built and Berg said the snake is
moving there as soon as it is com-
pleted. In the meantime, he plans
to make sure the bathroom door
stays shut.

Judge rebuked

SAN FRANCISCO — A

state commission rebuked
anorthern California judge for tell-
ing potential jurors that they
should think of a phony reason not
to serve if they couldn’t acknowl-
edge they were racially biased.

Placer County Supenor Court
Judge Joseph O’Flaherty, in cases
in 1999 and 2000 involving black
and Iranian defendants, told pro-
spective jurors they should come
up with some other reason to get
off the jury if they had racial bias-
es and couldn’t admit them.

‘The Commission on Judicial Per-
formance said O’Flaherty defend-
ed his statements by asserting that
he was condoning lying only in lim-
ited circumstances.

Town receives $9 million

SOUTH BRISTOL — A

Louisiana  woman who

spent summers in South
Bristol has left the town $9 million
in her will.

Ann Wilder Stratton, who died
July 19 at the age of 80, visited the
family’s home on the S Road into the
1980s. Even after she sold the fami-
ly property and gave the family
owned Hodgdons Island to the Dam-
ariscotta River Association, she con-
tinued sending $1,000 “property
tax” checks to the town.

Selectmen said they will recom-
‘mend that interest on the money be
used to lower property taxes and to
obtain shorefront land for a town
park and boat launch.

Fondling suspect caught

HARRISONBURG — A

man suspected of breaking

into the homes of 18 college
women while they slept, and inde-
cently touching some of them, is in
police custody. Arnold Adjei Ad-
jetey, 23, of Harrisonburg, was
charged with 18 felony counts of
breaking and entering and two
counts of sexual battery, police said.
“It’s a great relief to have this preda-
tor in custody,” said Marsha Garst,

ing was found by a detective in a
New York City hospital.
Annie Burns was found unhurt in
a hospital in Brooklyn, N.Y., more
n 1,000 miles from her planned
desnnanon in Georgia, where she
was traveling from St. Louis.

The family called authorities,
who contacted Detective Rick Sev-
erino, head of missing persons for
the St. Louis police.

Burns had been picked up by an
ambulance while wandering Brook-
Iyn’s streets, but was not able to tell
doctors where she was from.

17-foot python found

BAY ST. LOUIS — Baby’s
back Keith Berg’s 17-foot
se python came out

of hldmg afler a long weekend.
Baby had been missing, and reap-
peared when the smell of rabbits be-
came too much to resist. Berg used

the bunnies as bait.

Baby slithered out from under-
neath insulation in the attic of

’s attorney for Rock-
ingham County. “The sanctity of our
homes should never be violated.”
Police say Adjetey broke into the un-
locked apartments of women in the
area surrounding the James Madi-
son University campus.

Healthy lifestyles

‘WOODBURY — The Bush

administration is rolling out

money for Minnesota to pro-
mote healthier lifestyles for chil-
dren.

Agriculture Secretary Ann Vene-
man announced that select schools
and cities across the state are shar-
ing in $2.8 million in grant money.

Veneman says the money would
pay for nutrition education, pro-
grams to promote physical activity
and health screenings. Meanwhile,
four Minnesota cities — Minneapo-
lis, St. Paul, Rochester and Willmar

— are getting grant money to foster
healthy behavior.

Stories and photos from wire services
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'SOUTH PARK'

Cartoon masters weary after making

[3 . ’
Team America
BY JOHN HORN

HOLLYWOOD

he Taj Mahal wasn’t built in a
T day, and it looks as if it’s going to
take much longer than that to

torch it.

Los Angeles Times
Matt Stone and Trey Parker, the cre-
ators of the “South Park” TV series and
movie, are scurrying to finish their nexl

film, the action satire “Team erica:
World Pohce " and the Taj Mahal isn’t mak-
ing their destructive work any easier. The
movie’s central conceit — it's performed
by one-third scale marionettes dangled
over miniature sets — has
been far easier to dream up
than execute, and with two
weeks left to complete prin-
cipal photography for the
film's Oct. 15 premiere,
Stone and Parker are run-
ning out of time, money
and energy.

Like the most hackneyed
Hollywood popcorn movie,
the world will go up in
smoke unless Team Ameri-
ca’s crime-fighting puppets
single-handedly come to
the rescue. Stone and Park-
er’s villain puppet, Kim Jong I, is as ruth-
less as he is diminutive, and is laymg waste
to familiar sights spanning the globe. The
North Korean leader already has obliterat-
ed London’s Big Ben and Paris’ Louvre. In-
dia’s onion-domed landmark is the next to
be vaporized, assuming Parker and Stone
can figure out how to blow it up.

For the better part of an August morning
on a Culver City soundstage, Stone has re-
hearsed a sequence intended to turn an
enormous scale Taj Mahal model into rub-
ble, but what sounds like a teenage pyro
pl‘dnk is proving much more complicated
than that. The movie sends up show-busi-
ness cliches whenever possible, and the

“South

“Te

&k There are so
many things
that haven’t

worked. ¥y

on frustrations with

with marionettes

filmmakers are trying to jam in as many vi-
sual allusions as feasible. Stone, who
co-wrote “Team America” and serves as
its second unit director, wants the Taj
Mahal scene to be a recognizable homage
to the nuclear shockwaves leveling Balti-
more in “The Sum of All Fears.”

“It’s a great explosion,” Stone says of the
“Sum of All Fears” blast. “It’s probably the
only good part of the movie.”

Stone loads a “Sum of All Fears” DVD
into his laptop and reviews the ey scene
with co-writer and director Parker, who is
filming another “Team America” segment
on an adjacent set inside the same sound-
stage. Special-effects technicians have
xmged the Taj Mahal repli-
\sters designed to generate
a sequence of debris-filled
shockwaves that will wipe
out the innocent mario-
nettes strolling past the Is-
lamic shrine. After a quick
safety speech, the fire-
works begin. A smoky ex-
plosion rips across the
stage with a roar, the life-
less puppets collapsing in a
tangled mass in the Taj Ma-
hal’s reflecting pool.

“Damn it,” Parker says,
punching his director’s chair as the scene
is replayed on a video monitor. “One pup-
pet screwed up the whole shot.”

The video replay reveals that the instant
the explosion hit, the hands of one of the
scene’s six puppeteers flinched just a few
inches, sending his marionette skyward a
split second before the shock waves arrive.
What's more, the debris is out of scale, and
the explosion isn’t bright enough. It seems
absurd to say, but the sequence looks fake.

Even though “Team America” is by out-
ward appearances a feature-length joke,
the film is painstakingly well made, from
intricate costume designs to high- speed
chase scenes performed in remote-control

Trey Parker
Park” creator,

eam America”

AL SEIB/Los Angeles Times

It was an affection for the 1960s TV series “Thunderbirds” that started Matt Stone, left,
and Trey Parker to think about using puppets to make their movie “Team America.” Even

the movie’s vil
pulling off the production have been daunting.

cars. One tiny “Team America”-scale Uzi
cost $1,000 to construct.

To ensure Paramount would give
enough money to maintain high production
standards, Stone, Parker and producer
Scott Rudin waived their collective fees of
some $7 million.

“There is nothing in the world,” a weary
Parker says, “that would ever make me
want to make another puppet movie.”

But a few days with Stone and Parker on
the “Team America” set proves that under-
neath their frat-house fascination with lan-
guage and sexuality so coarse it might
make John Waters blush, they take movie-
making quite seriously. The “Team Ameri-
ca” production boasts some of the top art-
ists in every trade: Cinematographer Bill
Pope is coming off “Spider-Man 2” and
“The Matrix” movies, while pyrotechnics
supervisor Joe Viskocil worked on “Inde-
pendence Day” and “Terminator 2: Judg-
ment Day.”

Stone, Parker and longtime writing part-
ner Pam Brady spent nearly two years per-
fecting the “Team America” script. For in-
fluences, they studied scores of recent ac-
tion and disaster movies, from “Alien”
“Top Gun” and “S.W.A.T.”

in puppet, Kim Jong Il, gets into the photo. But the logistics in actually

They settled on the story of a mostly
gung-ho police force stomping out terror
around the world. As Team erica dis-
patches global enemies, its sometimes
heavy-handed tactics generate internation-
al scorn, eventually prompting self-cen-
tered, left-wing celebrities to denounce the
crime fighters. Michael Moore leads a dem-
onstration against Team America, while
stars such as George Clooney and Ethan
Hawke help keep the superheroes captive.

As soon as filming began, Parker and
Stone, who jointly supply many of the char-
acters’ voices, labored to find the right
comic tone. The movie, they quickly real-
ized, had to take itself earnesLly, because it
already is a gag.

Simply getting the puppets to perform
more than a herky-jerky walk, though, was
nearly impossible. Having a character do
something as basic as knock back a drink
would take half a day, even though the film-
makers hired three dozen top-notch mario-
hette operators.

“There are so many thmgs that haven’t
worked,” Parker says. “People may think
it’s the easiest movie in the world, but it's
the hardest thing we’ve ever done,” Parker
says.

Even Trump’s words are pricey

Donald Trump’s $200,000 speaking fee
raised eyebrows when it was revealed by
the University at Buffalo in Ambherst,
which had never before shelled out as
much for a guest.

But the billionaire said that’s not why he
intends to give it away to charity. He said
he does it all the time.

“I give it all away,” Trump told The Buf-
falo News. “Every time I make a speech, I
give it away. That’s one of the reasons I
make speeches. I like giving away money
to worthy charities. I get a lot of money,
and it is not hard for me to speak, and it
works out well.”

In fact, he said, the university is getting a
bargain. “I actually get $300,000 to speak,”
he said.

Trump, star of NBC's “The Apprentice,”
was scheduled to speak at the university
this week as part of its “Distinguished
Speakers” series.

Bowling challenge

Who's the kingpin, Al Franken or Bill
O’Reilly? If Franken had his way, the an-
swer would be decided with a bowling bal

On his radio show Wednesday, the sati-
rist-commentator challenged the Fox
News commentator to a “friendly” bowling
match.

The proposed
face-off would be a part
of The Great American
Bowl-Off, a one-day
event being organized
by the Web site Meet-
up.com in bowling cen-
ters around the coun-

try.

The Oct. 7 event is de-
signed to give political
partisans a breather
from the fractious cam-
paigning.

“There’s been a lot of back and forth be-
tween the two of us and this is just a good
‘way to clear the air,” Franken said on “The

O'Reilly

Al Franken Show,” which airs weekdays
on liberal talk radio network Air America
Radio.

“If Kerry and Bush supporters can put
aside their differences
for a day to compete,
well then, so can Bill
O'Reilly and L” Fran-
ken said.

O'Reilly and Franken
have squabbled for
years. On CBS’ “60 Min-
utes” interview pro-
gram Sunday, O'Reilly
repeated his claim that
Franken is a “character
assassin.”

Will O'Reilly accept
the invitation? Rob Zimmerman, a spokes-
man for Fox News Channel, told The Asso-
ciated Press: “Bill O'Reilly is not going to
respond to anything Al Franken says.”

v
Franken

The best tip ever

Tim McGraw now has a booth named

after him at Rose’s Cafe.

McGraw drove a motorcycle from Mo-
line, 111, to Clinton, Iowa, on Saturday, be-
fore his concert that night at the Mark of
The Quad Cities.

No one inside the restaurant recognized
the country music star as he sat at a corner
table with his manager and another man,
eating a cheeseburger, fries, onion rings
and a soda, said Rose Aden, the diner’s
owner.

By the time she realized who he was,
McGraw was out the door, she said.

“We didn’t go chasing him,” Aden said.
“We were just running around like a bunch
of crazy women in here.”

McGraw must have been impressed
with the diner because his manager called
later and invited Aden and three friends to
a pre-concert party with the singer and
free tickets to the show.

“I'm still like on Cloud 10 here, it’s like,
‘Oh, my gosh”” Aden said Tuesday.
“We're still in shock.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Horoscope

This is the last day of Venus in
bighearted Leo. Enjoy the frivolity of
romance and the fire of passion, but
don't expect it to last. We'll
be getting more practical
about love when Virgo
accepts Venus as its new
houseguest. Love will be
shown in acts of respect
and kindness rather than
declared in the heat of the
moment. Make a grand
gesture now.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(October 2). This year
should find you making
great strides when it comes
to getting big projects out of
the way. If you've been putting off
'some monumental task like cleaning
out the garage, having elective
surgery or starting your own busi-
ness, this is the year o do it. Your
enthusiasm and determination are at
their zenith, making you a magnet
for success.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Mentally prepare yourself to launch
into a new diet, fithess regime or
meditation practice. Think about
your goals, visualize yourself achiev-
ing them, and set a reasonable
deadline. Start small, and work your
way up.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Never underestimate the healing
power of vegging out. If you can
wholeheartedly embrace your lazi-
ness and revel in it to your very
core, your body will probably thank
you. No one can run on empty
indefinitely.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
When you clear out the clutter, you
help someone in need and help the
environment, too. What could be
more perfect? Recycle, donate your
old clothes and appliances, or plant
atree. Choose a good deed that fits
your style.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Got the blahs? Indulge in comforts
of all kinds, especially foods. A
hearty, healthful stew of potatoes,
carrots, parsnips, buttemut squash
and onions should be just the thing
to warm your heart. Get cozy with

Joyce

lillson

Is there someone in your social
circle who could be drawn out of a
blue mood? You're just the person
todoit

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Explore anything that interests you.
With your organizational skills and
willingness to see a
project through to the
end, you should be able
to master any skill you
want to learn. All you
need is to find the right
teacher.

LIBRA (Sept.
| 23-Oct. 23). Are you
still holding onto some-
thing from last season
that's really outlived its
usefulness? Face it: Time
marches on, whether
you're ready or not.
Change your tires, your storm win-
dows, your motor oil and your atti-
tude.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Things are moving behind the
scenes that you don't understand. If
you've been beating yourself up
over something, it's time to let your-
self off the hook. People are too
wrapped up in their own dramas to
pay close attention anyway.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You gave in to the urge to
splurge, and now, you're feeling the
pinch. Your generosity is legendary,
but now is not the time to dole out
financial aid to loved ones looking
for handouts. Instead, help them
help themselves.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Failure is an event, not a
person. Remember that the next
time you feel the need to criicize.
We all have our weaknesses. Con-
sider yourself lucky if someone loves
you in spite of yours, and then, try to
return the favor.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Get out into your yard or garden,
and get to work. Raking, pruning
and pulling weeds can be mentally
therapeutic after spending your
whole day behind a desk. It's also a
pretty good workout if you give it
your full attention.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Something or someone near and
dear to your heart could be going
away, but love and good fortune wil
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ONE-AND-THREE.

WE'RE GOING ALL
THE WAY, BABY!
T CAN FEEL 1T
1 cAn FEEL 1T!

WORDS FOR YOU:

SE NO ONE (N THE
BA“A‘JA ISLANDS WoULD BT ol

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Baby Blues

1940 CARES? AT imAfoeTANT]

16 TWKT WG TRIED OUR BEST
AND HAD FUN!

BUT PIO WE TRY OUR BEST AND
LVE PRl WiTH THE paost FONTS,

DID TN

AN MOTIONLESS,

REMA
SEPER AN, AND 117 VENOM

iLL NOT FELL 7D

Spider Man

IF You 4o\
SRR

Blondie

THAT T WOULDN'T WORK
AS HARD IF ALL T SECRE.
WAS MY MILLION- DOLLAR

BASE SALAI 3 )

H
THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND |g
roadl L

ibericom _sconasemsdsolcom

D BARELY HAVE THE
ENEROY To SPANK MY
TAR

TOO MUCH
INFO

Dilbert

MOMMA, DI YOU KNOW SOMEONE
TOOK THE WELCOME MAT AWAY

CoMiNe FOR A V1)

TODAW 15 A TEENSE LESS
BORING THAN QESTERDAR

Poray, wro roLe you o wAS

Across 55 Lothario’s look 24 Offspring
1 Between 56 “Old Ski Nose” 25 Bake-sale org
26 Branch
5 Eff;ﬁ?ﬂf”“ Down 27 Caustic solution
9 Tell a tale 1 Partofthe foot 29 Squirrel’s
12 Requisite 2 Where to find a hangout
13 Carnival hero 30 Inseparable
attraction 3 Read casually 31 Took center stage
14 Big hoopla 4 “Walk on Water” 35 Ross’ craft
15 Bedecked (in) singer 36 Pooch
16 Surrounded by 5 Constitution 39 Trademark
17 HUD secretary contributor symbol
Martinez VIP's 40 Chester — Arthur
18 Stereo setup transport 41 Piquancy
19 Cattle call 7 Hateful 43 Pedestal
20 Witty 8 Become one occupant
comment 9 Irene Carasong 45 Subject of Weird
21 Ram's ma'am 10 Fateful Forum Al Yankovic's
23 56-Across’ da “The White
backup, often 11 Piece of Stuff”
25 Golf legend hardware 46 Sob
28 Educate 20 “I Walk the Line” 47 TV's Ricki
32 Check the fit Singer 49 Long March
33 Foolish 22 Peter Pan's pal leader

34 Restitution

36 Nailed with a
beanball

37 See 39-Across

38 Whatever
amount

39 With 37-Across,
amblyopia

42 Take the gold

44 Part of a Batman
costume

48 Flamenco
cheer

49 skirt length

50 Neighborhood

Answer to Previous Puzzle

51 Petrol

52 In due time

53 Quest

54 Can. prov.

10-2 CRYPTOQUIP
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SBHRFRBAH VWQWISIW RG
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: 1 SUPPOSE A
SOOTHING SALVE APPLIED TO EVE’'S MATE
MIGHT BE DUBBED “THE ADAM BALM.”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals F
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Sleepkicker needs to see a doc

Dear Abby: My husband,
“Sherman,” and I sleep togeth-
er. Recently I have noticed that
he constantly moves his legs
and feet. He does this even after
he falls asleep.

T have lost a lot of sleep dur-
ing the last few weeks
because of his constant
leg movements.

1 approached Sher-
‘man this morning and
asked him to go to the
doctor and get some-
thing for this. He be-
came defensive and
refused. I told him if he
isn’t willing to go with
me to the doctor, I'd
have to sleep in another
bed because I need my
rest. I'm also afraid
Sherman isn't getting
the rest he needs, even though
he may not realize it.

1 feel if my husband respects
me and cares about my feelings,
he should be willing to go. Who
is right?

— Sleepless in Burlington, Wash.

Dear Abby

Dear Sleepless: You are, of
course, and your husband is
acting like a baby. Since the
symptoms are new, he should
be examined by a doctor. Your
husband may have a condition
known as Restless Legs Syn-
drome (RLS). (An estimated 10
percent of the popula-
tion has it, and infor-
mation about it can be
found at the Web site
of the National Rest-
less Legs Foundation,
www.rls.org.)

Dear Abby: vy
husband works at a
busy airport for an
elevator company.
Among his varied
duties, he must file a
report on all elevator and escala-
tor accidents.

A few simple rules would
eliminate the vast majority of
accidents. It would be a great
public service if you would print
these safety tips in your column.

— Delight J., Winterhaven, Fla.

Dear Delight: 'm “delighted”
to spread the word.

W Step on and off elevators
and escalators carefully.

W Do not use your hand to
stop an elevator door from clos-
ing

W [fthe elevator doors won'’t
open, remain calm, ring the
alarm button and wait.

W Hold the handrails on esca-
lators at all times.

W Stand facing forward on
escalators.

And now I'll add two tips of
my own:

W Do not run “up” the “down”
escalators

W If you are wearing long
garments, make sure when
stepping off that your clothing
does not become caught in the
mechanism.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write

to Abby on the Internet at
http://3

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion

JUNMUELE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

NAGLD

52004 Trbuye Meuia Senvices, e

i Rights Reserved.

WILLT

OHON

CLISHE

JORNO®

www jumble.com
RETULB
VvV
0000
(Answers Monday)

DRAWL  ABATE  SUBMIT  KERNEL

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

V. N, N, W, W,

Jumbles

Universal Press Syndicate

Cautionary tale of lending to kids

Dear Annie: Against
the advice of friends, we
gave our daughter and
son-in-law the down
payment on their home
with no strings attached,
remembering how hard
it was when we bought
our first home. Over the
years, we loaned them
thousands of dollars for
what we thought were
necessities, while notic-
ing new furniture, appli-
ances, a big-screen TV and com-
puters appearing in their home.
We finally said we could not
afford to help them anymore.

Since then, my daughter and
her family visit only the wealthy
parents and grandparents on her
husband’s side. We've been told
not to come over unless we call
first, but when we call, we get
their machine. Our messages are
rarely returned.

We have three grandchildren
we've barely seen since January,
even though we live nearby. Our
youngest grandchild does not
recognize us.

My daughter told us

L
Annie’s Mailbox our grandson’s birth-

day party was on Sun-
day, and when we
stopped by on Saturday
to drop off his gift, we
discovered the party
already in progress.

I believe they feel
guilty about the money
we gave them and have
turned their guilt
against us. I don’t
expect you to have an
answer for this. We
only want to warn other parents
that sometimes their friends are
right.

— Nebraska Parents

Dear Nebraska: How sad for
all of you, especially the children
who will never know their grand-
parents and will believe money
is the standard by which to judge
people. Please do your best to
maintain contact, no matter how
limited. When those children
grow up, they may choose to be
closer to you. Be sure you're
available.

Dear Anni

X P'm planning a

wedding for next year, but
there’s a problem. I have a dear
friend whom my fiancé can’t
stand. I would love to have her
stand up in the wedding, but P'm
afraid he will have a fit. If T
exclude her, however, it could
destroy our friendship.

Should I sit him down and talk
to him about this, or sit my
friend down and let her know
she can’t be in the wedding?

— Desperately in Need
of Advice

Dear Desperate: Guess what?
Your future husband does not get
to decide who your attendants
should be. (And you don’t get to
determine his groomsmen.) If he
is unable or unwilling to control
his dislike for the duration of the
ceremony, it does not speak well
for his character or his ability to
compromise — so we're hoping
he will understand how impor-
tant this is to you and back off.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column,

syndicate, 5777 W. Century Blvd.,
Suite 700, Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate

Dennis the Menace

Yesterday

Answer here:
When the analyst's forecast fell short the
investor realized it was — A "BULL” MARKET

Answer:
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Kurt Busch (97), Kenny Wallace (00), Derrike Cope (50), Kasey Kahne (9) and Rusty Wallace (2) collide on
Turn 3 at Talladega Superspeedway during the Nextel Cup Series Aaron's 499 on April 25. The use of horse-
power-sapping restrictor plates at Talladega and Daytona sometimes causes multicar accidents.

Nerve-wracking weekend
ahead for Cup contenders

Some drivers call Talladega ‘wild card” in playoff

BY MIKE HARRIS

The Associated Press

TALLADEGA, Ala. — Jeff Gor-
don has never enjoyed racing in
the huge packs of cars created by
the use of carburetor restrictor
plates at Talladega Superspeed-
way.

“I never finish one of those
races without a headache from
concentrating so hard for so
long,” Gordon said.

Between the inherent danger of
racing 500 miles with the horse-
power-sapping plates slowing the
cars, and often leading to multic-
ar crashes, and the importance of
Sunday’s EA Sports 500 to the 10
drivers who are part of
NASCAR’s new 10-race Chase for
the Nextel Cup championship,
Gordon won’t be the only one
with frayed nerves.

Gordon won the April race at
Talladega and the July event at
Daytona International Speedway,
but his recent success on the only
tracks where NASCAR requires
the plates to slow down the cars
hasn’t changed his mind about
plate racing.

“You never know what is going
to happen at the plate tracks, and
that’s where the tension comes
in” said Gordon, who has a
one-point lead over Kurt Busch
after the first two races of the
playoff-style title chase.

“With the draft, you can be lead-
ing on one lap and 25th on the
next lap. Or you can be in the
wrong spot and wind up in some-
body else’s wreck. You're on edge
pretty much the whole race.”

Heading into practice and quali-
fying Friday on the steeply
banked 2.66-mile oval, there were
four drivers bunched within 57
points of Gordon. Jeremy May-
field, in 10th place with a

Nextel Cup driver standings
. Jeff Gordon 5371
Kurt Busch 5,370
Dale Earnhardt Jr. 5,353
Jimmie Johnson 5314
ie) Mark Martin 5314
Elliott Sadler 5275
Matt Kenseth 5212
Ryan Newmar 5264
). Tony Stewar 5.2:
0. Jeremy Mayfield 5214

157-point deficit, is not complete-
ly out of the title picture with
eight races remaining.

Third-place Dale Earnhardt Jr.
is followed by Jimmie Johnson,
Mark Martin, Elliott Sadler, de-
fending series champion Matt
Kenseth, Ryan Newman, Tony
Stewart and Mayfield.

Martin and Busch have called
the Talladega race the “wild
card” in the championship, but
Gordon doesn’t want to put too
‘much emphasis on this event.

“I think every race in the final
10 is crucial,” the four-time Cup
champion said. “To be honest, I
think Martinsville (on Oct. 24) is
more of a wild card than Tallade-
ga — that is, unless the ‘Big One’
occurs.”

A victory for Gordon on Sun-
day would do more than assure
him of keeping the points lead. It
would also match the late Dale
Earnhardt’s feat of three plate vic-
tories in the same year. The
seven-time champion won both
Talladega races and the July race
at Daytona in 1990.

But Gordon said he is far more
concerned with the champion-
ship battle than personal records.

“At Talladega, it’s a matter of
staying out of trouble and being
in the right place at the right
time,” he said. “There’s just so
much tough competition that any-
thing in the top 10 is a real good
finish.”

Among the competition, the

drivers most likely to give Gor-
don a battle are Dale Earnhardt
Inc. teammates Earnhardt Jr.
and Michael Waltrip.

Until Gordon won the last two
races, those two had been almost
unbeatable on the plate tracks.

From the season-opening Day-
tona 500 in 2001 through this
year’s 500-miler at the Florida
track, the DEI duo had won 10 of
13 plate races. That included four
in a row at Talladega by Earn-
hardt during one stretch, as well
as a victory by Waltrip here last
October. And Earnhardt didn’t
miss extending the team’s domi-
nance by much, finishing second
to Gordon in the last two plate
events.

1t figures that Junior, who like
his father seems to use the draft
better than anyone at the two big
tracks, is one of the few drivers
who claims to love racing at the
plate tracks. But he admits it isn’t

easy.

“It’s not at all physically tough
to race here, but the mental
strain, the mental part of it is ex-
tremely exhausting,” he said.

ou have to be aware at all
times about where you re at and
where everyone else is.”

Waltrip, whose four career vic-
tories have all come at Daytona
(three) and Talladega (one), isn’t
part of the 10-man championship
chase, but he would love to get his
first victory of the season Sunday.

“There are several races that
anything can happen and Tallade-
ga is one of those places, for
sure,” Waltrip said. “At the same
time, the fast guys usually wind
up in the front and some of the
guys that get shuffled back will
wind up in a crash.

“You understand what you are
faced with when you come here,
and everyone knows this is a
track that can put a wrench in
your plans.”
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Saturday

AFN-Pacific, 2 am. — College footbal
Utah at New Mexico.

AFN-Atlantic, 2 a.m. — Baseball: Colorado
at Houston.

ARN-Sports 4 am. — Baseball: Anaheim at
Oaklan:

ARN-Radio, 4 am. — Baseball Teams T8D.

FN-Sports, 7 a.m. — Boxing: Ballroom Box-

if: World Golf
cnampnonsmp, Ameiian xpress Champion.
s, second réund (i),
— Baseball: San Fran-
cvscoat LosAngeles( Id).
AFN-Pacific, 6 p.m. — College football: Ar-
Kanses s a( lofde.
FN-

30 pm. — College football
Toxas Tooh: a( Siabom:
‘AFN-Atlantic,7 pam. — Baseball: Atlanta at

i-Sports, 9:30 p.m. — College football:
Miami ot Georgia Tech:

AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m.
cisco at Los Angeles.

Sunday

s, 1:45 a.m. — College football:
Adbuth B Tennessee,

ARN-Pacific,2 aum
due st Notre B n

Baseball: San Fran-

College football: Pur-

AFN-Spor if: World Golf
championsi, Amencan Exis Chapion.
stip.hird cound (s
:30 p.m. — Boxing: Felix Trin-

ot G . Bicando May o ga tor 45,
dieweigts (did)-

AFN-Atlantic, 1 p.m. — Baseball: Anaheim
at Oakland (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m. — NFL: Indianapolis at
Jacksonville

AFN-pacific, 7 pm. — NFL: NY. Glants at
Green Bay.

AR Rnﬂlm 7 p.m. — NFL: Philadelphia at

pum. — Auto racing: NASCAR
Nex!el cup, B Siorts 50,
intic, 10 p.m. — NFL: Tennessee at

san Dot
Ar Pacific, 10 pam. — NFL: Atlanta at Caro-

i Radio, 10 pum. — NFL:
Arizona.

jew Orleans at

All times Central European Time; did indi-
cates delayed broadcast. All listings are sub-
ject to change. Some radi

for more information.

Pro football

NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
Ea
W LT Pct PFPA
New England 2 0 01000 50
Y. et 2.0 01000 65 52
Sufalo” 020 000 20 2
Miami 030 .00 23 46
South
Jacksonville 30 01000 35 28
Indianapolis 210 867100 75
1203360 76
Tennessee 120 33 46 53
North
Baltimore 210 667 56 42
Pittsburgh 210 667 50 54
Cleveland 1200383 &2
Cincinnati 120 33 49 67
West
Denver 210 667 63 44
Oakland 210 667 64 54
San Diego 120386 77
ity 030 000 62 8
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W LT Pt PFPA
Bhiladelphia 30 01000 88 46
Dal 210 667 57 65
R Siants 210 667 64 55
Washington 120 333 48 51
South
Atlanta 30 01000 61 39
New Orleans 210 667 65 73
carolina 110 500 42 41
Tampa Bay 030 000 36 5
North
Minnesota 210 667 78 66
Detroit 210 667 61 62
Chicago 120333 5 57
Green Bay 120 333 65 80
West
eattle 30 01000 65 13
St. Louis 120335 72
Arizona 0 000 25 46
San Francisco 0 000 4 85

30
Sunday's games
Oakland at Houston
Philadelphia at Chicage
s at Green Bay
Cinclanat ot PHSOUGh
ngland at
Indianapoli at Jacksonville
jton at Cleveland

New rieans at Arizona

Atlanta at Carolina
iami

at San Diego

Open: settie pallas, Delrm( Minnesota

Kansas Cityat Balﬂmare
y, Oct. 10

Detroitat Anama

N.Y. Giants at Dallas

Sokiand s indianapolis

Minnesota at Houston

ampa Bay at New Orleans

Buffalo at N.Y. Jets
Lacksonvilleat San biego
St. Louis at Seattle

‘Arizona at San Francisco
Carolina at Denver
Baltimore at Washi
Open: Clncinat,

phia, Chic:

ington
Kansas city, philadel-

londay, Oct. 11
Tennessee at Green Bay

College football

American Express
Championship

y
At Mount ulet Conrad
‘Thomastown, Ireland

Purse: 1 milion,
Vardage: 113 Par. 2 (36.36)

Ernie Els 964133 -11
Thursday's scores Miguel A jmenez 7.68-135 -9
eas Todd H 69135
Connecticut 29, Pittsburgh 17 ’”“‘"é‘f{’"ard o 3
WEST Retief Goosen 69137 7
Navy 24, Air Force 21 omas Blor o131
Steve Flesch 70-137 -
ra -68-138 -
Pro soccer Padraig Harrington i
Angel Cabrera -69-138 -
. 69138
Major League Soccer 70-138
Eastern Conference T1-138 A
WL s GF GA -70-139 -
xColumbus 11510 43 34 27 71-139
Metrostars 1110 6 39 24 a4 -72-139 -
810 9 33 38 40 0 67—
icago 8118 32 32 38  Shigeki Maruyama 70-140 -
New England 612 9 27 33 41 JimFury 070-140 -4
N Conference Scott Drummond 71-140 4
Kansas City 1395 44 36 29 Bob Tway 170-141 -
Los Angeles BEswn® Rory Sabbatini 170-141 -
olorado 1 7 Carlos Franco 72-141
Sallss LR R arry Lan 141
of 10 8 35 38 32 NickOHern 73-141 -
Celinched playoft s m scor Ta_141
NoTE: Three points o vitory,one point St opieby Tl
urday's games ul Case : E
Chicago at cummb Richard Green . -
Salias st New Enal Trevor Immel 71-142 -
D Untedat Metrostars Joakim Haeggman 71— K
% ot ot Coloraio esvonde Bote: 7072
Kansas City at Los Angelcs Jerry Kelly 6973~
y, 0ct.6 obert Allenby 74—
Columbus at Ghicager” Davis Love Il 469143 -
saturday, Oct. 9 Graeme McDowell 7B370-143 1
Columbus at Metrostars Jay Haas 271-143 1
New England at D.C. United Jean-Francols Remesy  7271-143 -1
Dallas at L0s Angeles Darren Clarke n72-143 1
Kansas City at San Jose Jonathan Kaye 7073-143 -
Peter Seni 74143 -
Thomas Levet 7371-144
Pro basketball Stewart Cink 71737144
avid Toms 7074144
Alex Cejka 7074144
WNBA playoffs Chris DiMarco 69-75-144
tephen BT2-165 +
) Chris Riley 7075-145 +
EASTERN CONFERENCE aul McGinley o7l
Connecticut vs, Washington Mark Hensby 373
Saturday, Sent. 25 ndrew MeLar 73146 +
‘Washington 67, cennecncmss Thongchai Jaidee 7175 *
ton ept. 27 7076146 +
Connectiout 80, Washingion 70 Darren Fichardt 7671-147  +
Wednesday, Se Charies Howel I 7473-147 +
Connecticut 76, Washington 56, Connecti- Ko Cho T176-147 +
cut wins series 2.1 Ko 176-147 +
New York vs Detroit Tim Herron 375108 +
iday, Sept. 24 Stephen Leaney 375-148  +
New York 75, snemm @ Arjun Atwal 178149 +
day, Sept. Chad Campbell 079149+
Detroit 76, New York 55 Fredrik Jacobson 4-76-150  +
K day, Sept 28 Eun Yan, 5-76-151 +
ey vork 66, etroit 64, New York wins se-  \iichael Camppell TaTi-181 +
: Lian-wei Zh IT-15 +
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Scott Verplani T182-153 +
Los Angelos Vs sacramento Shingo Katayama 7976-155 +11
Sacramento 72, Los Angeles 52 .
unday, Sept. 26 Southern Farm Bureau Classic
Los Angeles 71, Sacramento 57 Thursd:
Tuesday, Sept. 28 ¢ anp THUTSGaY
sacramento i
to wins series 2-1 Madison, Miss.

Seattle vs. Minnesota
day, Sept. 25
Seattle 70, anesota 3
ept. 27
Seattle 64, Minnesota 4, Seattle wins se-
ries 2:0

CONFERENCE FINALS

riday,
Connectiut at New York
y, Oct,
New York at Cannecncu(
t.5
New York at Commechau i pecessary
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Friday, Oct. 1
Seattle at Sacramemo

/ Oct. 3
Sacramento at Seaﬂ e

oct.5
Sacramento at Seattie, i necessary

Vardage‘ 1 +io%; ar 12 (36-36)
rst Re

arrison Frazar 3465 7
Glen Da -33-65 -7
jonn Sende 32-65 7
Loren Roberts 3366 -6
Bill Glasson 3366 -6
Brenden Pappas. -31-66 -6
Deane Papy -33-66 -6
David sutherland 35-66 -6
Patrick Sheehan 4-32-66 -6
ig Barlow 2-35-67 -5
Billy Andrade 2-67 -5
Steve Pats -32-67 5
Carl Pettersson -32-67 -5
Smi -36-67 5
Jay Don Blake -35-68 -4
Brian Henninger 3568 -4
Larry M 35-68
Joe Durant 3568
Mike Grob 43068 -4
Jeff Brehaut 4-34-68 -4

ANY NAL LoacouT AT

lLLBiouToﬁAJos BUT 'L
ALLY LOSE. LESS MONEN
5‘4 MO‘\' PLAYING THE SEASON.

Tim Clark
Jay Williamson

arl Paulson

Michael Bradley
Hank Kuehne
Mathias Gmnberg
Tim Thel

Vatt Kichar

Mike Springer
wery

David Gossett

Robin Freeman

SR

z

\

3

6
6
7

nnis

Korea Open
Frie
At Olympic Park
Seoul, South Korea
(Tier IV)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Maria Sharapo? L (1), Russm, def. saman-
tha Stosur (8), Australia, 6-2 6-1.
‘Abigail Fears United States, def. Shahar
Peer, Israel
remer, I.u)(crv’mourgv def. Sanda
Mamm Croa(m 2-66-4 6-1.
Domachowska, Pu\ﬂnd def. Silvija
Tala‘a Croat\a 7-6(2) 2-66-0.
Shanghai Open
Fi 'day
At Xian Xiz Stadium

Purse: $355008 (i Series)
Surface; Hard-Outdoo

ublic, ~ def.

i, Novak Lo
s States, 63,

rhinals
e Galmtin @, United

Gul\lermn Canas (3), Argentina, def. Ricar-
do Mello (7), Brazil, 6-: 3 6-4.
ars Burgsmuler, Germany, det. bavide
sapgunetti taly 3,67 ),
Kenneth def, Gilles

nneth ‘Carlsel Denmark,
Muller,Luxembours, -6 5. 6-1.

Thailand Open
Friday
!nn ksl.t'}halln d
Intl.
Sun:ts:e' oraouidon "

ingles
(guanevﬂnals
Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. Robin
Soderling (8), Sweden, 7-6 (3), 6-
Andy Roddick (2), United States, def. Tho-
on, Sweden, 6-3,

Paradorn Srichaphan (@), def
Dennis van Scheppingen, Netheniands, &

“Marat Safin (3), Russia, def. Flavio Saretta,
Brazil, 62, 6-1.

Purse: S361000 (|m|. | Series)
Surface: I:Ia(
s

Tomas Berdy
Jose Acasuso, A
Filipho Vo\andrl 8.y, def. &ala Blanco,

(x;‘ Czech Republic, def.
1 6-4.

assu (L) Chile, def. Potito Sta-

s
rage, taly. 41 rtired,
‘Andre: segm aly, det. ristof Viegen,
Belgium. 6 ‘4-1, rétired.

Thursday’s transactions
BAsEBALL
CHICAGD WHITE 80X heiivated  LHP
Scott Schoeneweis lrom the 15-day DL.

ational League
W YORK METS—Named Omar Minaya

five-year contract. Named Jim Duguette se-

National Basketball Association
BOSTON CELTICS—Waived F Rick Fox, who
announced his retirement.
CHARLOTTE BOBCATS-Signed C Primoz
Brezec to a contract extension.
1 DALLAS " MAVERICKS —Signed G Avery
johns

ANGELES CLIPPERS—Signed G Rick
Brunson,  Terence Morrs, £ Marcus Flem.
F-C Jerry Holl Richard

swiftto 3 one-year contead
N HORNETS—Signed F Lee
Na\\anandGmnmrHarrm on.

nal
CaROLINA  BANTHERS Frred e Rod
smart an undisclosed amount for

P'ELEVELAND BROWNS—Placed TE Kellen
Winslow Jr. on injured reserve. Signed OL Bo

acy.
DALLAS COWBOYS—Signed TE Mikhael
Ricks and CB Tyrone Williams.Placed TE Dan

Campbell and C8 Pete Hunter on injured re
erve Released 8 Derrck Knight and OL Th
mas Herron from the practice squad.

o
Signeg RB Keylon Kincade and C8 Lenny Will
fams to the practice squ:

jor League Soccer

United D" Ryan Nelsen
ot recelving a second yellow card in a
Sept. 25

NCAR—Placed LouSiana Monroe andstet:
son on probation unti September 2008 for
cruiting and unethical conduct violations i

e

FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON—Named Bill Carpen-
ter women's assistant basketball coach
AR—Nam rlie Fenske men's as-

assistant athlel
Sssistant ‘athietic.director/marketing and

promotions.
SOUTHE LOUISIANA—Named Ange-
faPucher assistant athletic director for inter-

TEMPLE_ Nained Darius Taylor women's
assistant hasketball

—Announced 0G Ryan Walcott will
transter (0 Gran canyon Unnersiy
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Navy: Midshipmen get
lift from Blumenfeld

NAVY, FROM BACK PAGE

Air Force came right back
down the field behind Carney’s
passing, tying the game on his
12-yard pass to Waller with 2:21
left.

Navy got the
ball back at its
own 25-yard line
and  quickly
moved down the
field.

Polanco broke
off a 32-yard run
up the middle to
the Air Force 29,
then Eric Rob-
erts went off left
tackle for 13
more. After
three runs up
the middle, out
trotted Blumen-
feld, who split the uprights,
leaped over an Air Force defend-
er and pumped his fist as he ran
toward the sideline.

“Ididn’t have any doubt he was
going to make it,” Navy coach
Paul Johnson said.

It had to be a relief after the

way the Midshipmen started the

Polanco threw an interception
on Navy’s fifth play and Jason
Tomlinson fumbled a punt just 3
minutes later. The Midshipmen

weren't much

. bette de-

66 We traded field  gose. allowing

goals for AT

touchdowns and o the first quar-

1 really thought Despite  the

. sluggish  start,

that might come  Navy trailed just

. 6-0 after holding

back to bite us. Air  Force to

2 3, Mike Green-

And it did. ¥y Avway’s two short
Fisher DeBerry field goals.

Air Force coachle “We  traded

field goals for
touchdowns and 1 really thought
that might come back to bite us,”
DeBerry said. “And it did.”

The Midshipmen finally got
going by getting the ball to Eckel.

The fullback didn’t touch the
ball in the first quarter, then car-
ried four straight times for 36

Thursday
Navy 24, Air Force 21

Navy 014 0 10-24
Air Force 3730 15-21
First Quarter
AF—FG Greenaway 28, 6:57

Second uar

F—FG Greenaway 21,

Navy—polanco 18 Tun” (Bumenfeld
Kkick), 0

Navy- Polanco 1 run (Blumenfeld
Kkick), 3

urth Quar
F— StEDhens 19 B om camey
(Camey run), 7:

Navy—gclel $hun @umenteld kick),
AF—Waller 12 pass from Carney

(Greenaway Kick), 2:

yFel Simenials 3, 04

Navy  AF
1425
46216 57-182
233
s101 18242
37

First downs
Rushes-yards
Passi

si sa

Fumbles-Lost 11 00

Penalties-Yard: 438 755

Fone OF Fossatsion 25:36 3424
IDUAL STATISTICE

s
Navy, Eclel 21,97, Polanco
Divis 3-18, Hines 2:

af
Butler 5%, Har\dlex 2 11‘ Stephens 540,
Holstege 15, Fitch s 4).
Paseiho—Navy,PoIanCh 5101105, Ar
Force, Cameyl :21- zﬁl Fich L
fiis romlmsnn 12 Roberts 1-10. Alr
orce, rall 10103, Waller 6102,
Riphens 115, Holstoge 1.9,

yards to start the second. Eckel
bulled his way for 176 yards
against the Falcons last season, so
their natural reaction was to start
keying on him. That opened up
the rest of Navy’s offense.

“It was an amazing game,”
Johnson said.

UConn earns first
Big East victory

The Associated Press

EAST HARTFORD, Conn. —
Connecticut linebacker ~Alfred
Fincher said his defensive line al-
lowed him to run free Thursday
night.

The senior tri-captain matched
his career high with 17 tackles
and helped the Huskies secure
their first Big East win as a con-
ference member, a 29-17 victory
over Pittsburgh.

“Where we’ve come from to get
a win like this is big,” Fincher
said.

The Huskies are in their third
full year as a Division I-A pro-
gram and the defense made sure
they delivered one of their big-
gest wins before a loud home
crowd of .

“We expected to win. Our kids
believed it,” UConn coach Randy
Edsall said. “There was electrici-
ty on the sidelines the whole
night. Nobody ever got down.”

Cornell Brockington rushed for
185 yards and one touchdown for
UConn. His 11-yard TD run with

6:25 left in the game gave UConn
(4-1,1-1) the 29-17 lead. The Pan-
thers (2-2, 0-1) were playing their
first road game of the season and
struggled against the crowd noise
throughout the game, jumping
early on a number of snaps. The
penalties and poor field position
added up quickly.

“ were our own worst
enemy. We had horrible field posi-
tion and we made it worse,” Pitts-
burgh coach Walt Harris said.

Dan Orlovsky was 23-for-43 for
237 yards and one TD for UConn.

e and Keron Henry hooked up
for an 8-yard TD pass with 3:28
left in the third quarter, which
proved to be the gamewinner.

But the victory may have been
a costly one for the Huskies.

Defensive end Tyler King in-
jured his right leg in the closing
minutes while pursuing Panthers
quarterback Tyler Palko, who
was pressured all night by the
‘UConn defenders. He was sacked
four times for 29 yards and Finch-
er was always around the ball.
Nine of his tackles were solo.

Giving for America
The 2004 Combined Federal Campaign

Help Defend The
Defenseless Through
Workplace Giving

For over 22 years the National Right to
Life Educational Trust has been the
leader of a huge nationwide outreach to
educate Americans about the grave threat
posed to vulnerable people by abortion,
infanticide and euthanasia. When you
designate the National Right To Life

Educational Trust Fund (agency #2844),
your contribution enables us to be a voice
for millions of innocent human beings
who cannot speak for themselves. This
fall federal employees can contribute
through the Combined Federal
Campaign (CFC) by pledging to:

National Right to Life
Educational Trust Fund
[Agency #2844]
8 Thank You!
it

v with

512 10th Street, NW
‘Washington, DC 20004 « 202-626-8800
email:nrle@nric.org * www.nrlc.org
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Tailback Cedric Houston leads the Vols’
rushing attack and averages 8.4 yards a
carry. He'll get plenty of work while

Tennessee protects two freshman QBs.

3

yards rushing a game and leads the team with three touchdowns.

‘Survivor’ encore on tap in SEC

Louisiana State-Georgia, Auburn-Tennessee games
are second pair of conference showdowns in 3 weeks

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

The rematch of last season’s
Southeastern  Conference title
game might not be the biggest
SEC game on Saturday.

de-

fendmg SEC
College champ LSU
Picks takes on Geor-

gia between
the hedges at Sanford Stadium.
Then Auburn and Tennessee get
going in front of more than
104,000 at Neyland Stadium.

No. 8 Auburn and No. 10 Ten-
nessee are the survivors from the
SEC’s marquee matchups on
Sept. 18.

Auburn beat LSU 10-9 at home
to take an early, but important
lead in the SEC West race.

That night, the Volunteers got a
50-yard field goal with seconds to
play and a little help from offi-
cials who slipped up on clock man-
agement to beat Florida 30-28.

In a disappointing 2003 season,
Auburn’s 28-21 victory over Ten-
nessee was one of the highlights.
The Tigers manhandled the Vols,
outrushing them 264-4.

“Our whole team is looking at it
as a challenge on both sides of the
ball. Last year, we got whipped,”
Tennessee coach Phillip Fulmer

LSU beat Georgia twice on its
way to becoming co-national
champion last season, but the
Bulldogs entered this season as
the favorites in the SEC

“They are good in every area —
offense, defense and  special
teams — and have a lot of players
who are playing well right now,”
Tigers coach Nick Saban said.

For much of the Top 25, this is
the week before the big game.

No. 2 Oklahoma hosts Texas
Tech and No. 5 Texas plays Bay-
lor before the Sooners and Long-
horns meet in the Red River
Shootout.

No. 10 California plays at Ore-
gon State on Saturday, but No. 1
'USC looms on Oct. 9.

In the Big Ten, No. 7 Ohio
State, No. 18 Minnesota, No. 19
Michigan and No. 20 Wisconsin
all face lesser conference foes Sat-
urday. Next week, those four pair

off — Wisconsin is at Ohio State
and Minnesota at Michigan.

But first things first — this
weeK’s picks:

Saturday
Texas Tech (plus 27'%) at No. 2
Oklahoma: Sooners have won

four straight meetings, and
scored 116 points in past tWo ...
OKLAHOMA 52-20.

No. 13 LSU (plus 3) at No. 3
Georgia: Tigers last won at Geor-
gia in 1987 ... GEORGIA 17-16.

No. 4 Miami (minus 14) at
Georgia Tech: Canes QB Brock
Berlin could face hook if strug-
gles continue ... MIAMI 34-17.

Baylor (plus 37%) at No. §
Texas: Bears shut out in past two
against Horns ...

No. 6 West Virginia (plus 2) at
Virginia Tech: Hokies left Big
East with two-game losing streak
to Mountaineers ... WEST VIR-
GINIA 21-17.

No. 7 Ohio State (minus 11) at
Northwestern: Buckeyes have
won 24 straight against Wildcats

.. OHIO STATE 26-12.

No. 8 Auburn (plus 22) at No.
10 Tennessee: Tigers senior QB
over Vols two freshmen ... AU-
BURN 23-20.

North Carolina (plus 28'2) at
No. 9 Florida State: QB Wyatt Sex-
ton gets start for Seminoles ...
FLORIDA STATE 36-6.

No. 10 California (minus 7) at
Oregon State: No looking ahead
for Bears, who have lost five
straight to Beavers ... CALIFOR-
NIA 33-21.

No. 15 Purdue (minus 3) at

Injuries to Georgia’s backfield
might put pressure on QB David
Green to move the ball vs. LSU.

Notre Dame: Boilermakers have
lost 13 straight in South Bend .
NOTRE DAME 27-26.

Arkansas (plus 7%2) at No. 16
Florida: No hurricane concerns
for Gators this week ... FLORIDA
30-16.

No. 17 Fresno State (minus 14)
at Louisiana Tech: Tech could be
pesky at home ... FRESNO
STATE 34-24.

Penn State (no line) at No. 18
Minnesota: Who'’s playing QB for
banged up Lions? Does it matter?

.. MINNESOTA 34-16.

No. 19 Michigan (minus 18'2)
at Indiana: Wolverines have won
12 straight over Hoosiers
MICHIGAN 42-18.

Tllinois (plus 14%2) at No. 20
Wisconsin: Badgers get RB An-
thony Davis back ... WISCONSIN

No. 21 Arizona State (plus 2V2)
at Oregon: Ducks are dangerous,
evenat1-2... OREGON 27-24.

East Carolina (plus 29'?) at No.
22 Louisville: Cardinals gearing
up for Miami on Oct. 14 ... LOUIS-
VILLE 41-10.

SMU (plus 37) at No. 23 Boise
State: Fortunate Broncos go for
16 straight wins ... BOISE STATE
52-12.

Towa State (plus 17%2) at No. 25
Oklahoma State: Cowboys have
thrown just 31 passes .

MA STATE 30-10.

Last week: 18-1 (straight);
5-11-1 (vs. points)

Season: 70-9 (straight); 35-36-2
(vs. points)

LSU quarterback Marcus Randall,
above, has split playing time this
season with JaMarcus Russell
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Former NFL lineman
killed i fiery crash

Strzelezyk led police on car chase

BY WILLIAM KATES
The Associated Press

HERKIMER, N.Y. — Justin Str-
zelezyk, a former player for the
Pittsburgh Steelers, died Thurs-
day in a fiery head-on collision
with a tanker truck after he led
state troopers on a 40-mile high-
way chase during morning rush
hour.

Strzelczyk, 36, was an offensive
lineman with the Steelers for
nearly a decade until the team re-
leased him in February 2000.

State police said Strzelczyk
crashed his pickup truck into the
empty westbound tanker just mo-
ments after swerving around a
tractor-trailer that pulled across
the highway to block the east-
bound lanes. Strzelczyk drove 15
miles on three tires and a rim
after one of his pickup’s tires was
punctured by metal spikes
thrown onto the road by troopers.

“It could have been so much
worse. We're fortunate that only
one person died,” Trooper Jim
Simpson, a state police spokes-
man, said. “It looked like an air-
plane crash. There was quite a lot
of diesel fuel spilled that was
burning. The pickup was almost
unrecognizable.”

Strzelezyk, who lived in McCan-
dless, Pa,, near Pittsburgh, had
been involved in another minor
accident about an hour earlier
Jjust west of Syracuse, which start-
ed the bizarre turn of events, Sim-
pson said.

The hit-and-run  occurred
about 7:20 am. and state police
put out an alert for Strzelczyk’s
pickup. Troopers spotted him

about 40 minutes later still head-
ing east on the thruway.

A second unit tried to stop the
pickup by booby-trapping the
road with the “stop sticks,” but
Strzelczyk kept going. The pickup
was clocked at 88 mph, Simpson
said.

“He was going down the road,
flipping off the troopers. He even
threw a beer bottle at them,” Sim-
pson said.

A trucker saw the chase and
pulled his rig across the road. In-
stead of stopping, the pickup
crossed the grass median into the
westbound lanes and traveled
about three miles in the wrong di-
rection before the deadly crash.

The collision with the tanker oc-
curred about 8:15 a.m., when the
highway was busy with morning
commuters and travelers.

Police identified the driver of
the tanker as Harold Jackson, 60,
from Bowman, S.C. He was treat-
ed at a hospital for minor injuries
and released. No one else was

urt.

Mary Joyce Strzelezyk of West
Seneca, N.Y., said she suspected
her son may have been suffering
from an untreated mental or emo-
tional disorder.

“I'm kind of numb right now,”
she told The Buffalo News in Fri-
day’s editions. “I had seen trouble
with his mood disorders coming.”

She said she last saw her son in
Pittsburgh last weekend when
she went to visit her grandchil-
dren.

The 6-foot-3, 309-pound Strzelc-
zyk, who grew up in a suburb of
Buffalo, was an 11th-round pick
in the 1990 draft out of Maine. He

Justin Strzelezyk

spent nine years with the Steelers
and played in the 1995 Super
Bowl.

Steelers chairman Dan Rooney
remembers that even after rap
music became the overwhelming
choice of NFL players, Strzelczyk
entertained the team by bringing
a guitar to training camp.

“He was a very, very good
guy,” Rooney said. “He was a
good player who added to the
whole team activity by playing
the guitar. On the field, he carried
his weight. We’ll miss him.”

Strzelezyk was one of the
team’s most durable players be-
fore a knee injury against Kansas
City in October 1998 required sur-
gery that ended his season. He re-
injured the knee preparing for
training camp the next season
and needed another operation
that kept him on injured reserve
for the 1999 season.

In his first eight seasons with
Steelers, Strzelezyk missed just
two games, both in 1997. Over a
nine-season career, he played in
137 games and started 75.

Nine months after his release
by the Steelers, Strzelczyk was ar-
raigned for illegal possession of a
gun. Police said he slammed a
loaded handgun onto a bar in
Pittsburgh when discussing the
presidential election with a
friend.

Speed, intensity helping
Cardinals force turnovers

BY BoB BAUM
The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizona
Cardinals are winless in three
games, but are among the league
leaders in one category — taking
the ball away from the opponent.

Arizona has six fumble recover-
ies and four interceptions head-
ing into Sunday’s home game
against the New Orleans Saints.
That’s tied with the New York Gi-
ants and Seattle Seahawks for
most in the NFL.

A year ago, when they were
4-12, the Cardinals didn’t get
their 10th turnover until the 11th
game of the season.

“I don’t know whether it's luck
or skill,” linebacker James Dar-
ling said after Thursday’s prac-
tice. “But whatever it is, we need
more of it.”

New coach Dennis Green and
defensive coordinator Clancy Pen-
dergast are emphasizing speed
and aggressiveness, a style they
believe is a factor in the early
turnover total.

“I think it figures in quite a
bit,” Pendergast said, “because
we want to get as many guys
swarming to the football as we
can. Obviously, the more guys we
have get to the ball, the more hits
you're going to have from the
backside. When the first guy miss-
es, you've got a second or third

y there to clean him up, and
that's where the turnovers really
take place.”

Green and Pendergast say they
want a defense that takes the
game to the opponent instead of
reacting or using sheer power to
shut down an opponent’s offense.

“We have tried to be ball-hawk-
ing. We think we have those kinds
of players,” Green said. “Then we
try to do a really good job of hit-
ting, to hit guys and try to knock
the ball off.”

It’s more than luck if a defense
is designed to have many players

running to the ball, according to

een.

“That’s the idea,” he said. “Ev-
erybody’s running. You're chas-
ing. You're trying to stay on your
fight, get a lot of guys going in the
direction of the ball. Then if the
ball comes out, you're going to be
in position to get it because you're
hustling to it.”

Arizona is plus-four in take-
aways after finishing minus-13 a
year ago. The Cardinals recov-
ered three fumbles and intercept-
ed a pass in last week’s 6-3 loss at
Atlanta.

The Cardinals rank last in the
NFL in rushing defense, but
thanks largely to the turnovers —
and tough defense inside the 20
— Arizona has given up only 46
points through three games.

The takeaways are spread
throughout the defense.

Safety Quentin Harris has an in-
terception, a fumble recovery and
two forced fumbles. Safety Adri-
an Wilson has an interception and
a fumble recovery, and Darling
has an interception and a forced
fumble.

One cornerback, David Mack-
lin, has an interception, and the
other, Duane Starks, has a forced
fumble and a fumble recovery.

Defensive ends Bertrand Berry
and Peppi Zellner and linebacker
Karlos Dansby also have fumble
recoveries.

“I think it has a lot to do with ex-
ecution. If you don’t quit on the
play, then the play won't quit on
you,” Starks said. “If we can go
out there and fly around, then we
can knock some balls loose.”

Starks, who earned a Super
Bowl ring with the Baltimore
Ravens, likes the attitude he sees
around him.

“I definitely like the defense. I
definitely like the schemes that
we’re running,” he said. “I also
like that the guys really believe
that we can get it done. We're fly-
ing around and counting on one
another to make the play.”
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Plummer to take Tlllman tribute off helmet

The Associated Press

DENVER — Denver Broncos
quarterback Jake Plummer must
remove the No. 40 decal he’s
worn on the back of his helmet
since training camp that honors
former Arizona Cardinals team-
mate Pat Tillman.

Tillman, the former safety who
walked away from the NFL to join
the U.S. Army Rangers and fight
in Afghamslan, was killed in ac-
tion in Apri

NFL spokesman Greg Aiello
said Wednesday the league’s
long-standing policy prohibits per-
sonal messages on uniforms or
helmets. Violators could face
fines of $5,000.

“We do that because we need a
consistent rule. You can’t just
pick and choose and say one mes-
sage is OK but another isn’t.
Where would you draw the line?”
Aiello said.

The league has honored
Tillman several times this year,
including during the NFL Draf
the Hall of Fame induction cere-
mony in August, and on the sec-
ond week of the season when all
NFL players wore Tillman’s num-
ber on their helmets.

Briefs

“I want to honor Pat the best I
can. I honor Pat every day, every
game in my own private way,”
Plummer said. “I'm trying to get
something done that won't in-
fringe upon the NFL logo and uni-
form codes.

“I'm not going to fight the
NFL,” he said. “I'm looking for
some kind of compromise.”

Plummer and Tillman became
close friends after playing togeth-
er at Arizona State and later with
the Cardinals. Plummer said he
has been wearing a small No. 40
on the back of his helmet since
training camp.

The Cardinals will display
Tillman’s number on their hel-
mets every game this season, but
individual players, such as Plum-
mer, are not allowed to do so.

49ers’ Rattay expects to play
SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Quar-

terback Tim Rattay expects o re-
turn to the San Francisco 49%rs’

NFL injury update

olniuries to prominent NFL players, fol-
wed by team's progr
Giantsr ‘Sarety Shaun Wiliams (left
knee) underwent surgery and will miss
the rest of the season
iefs: Kick returner Dante Hall (infect-
g lower ) missed practice Thursday,
but could for Monday night's
ameat B oo

starting lineup Sunday after a
two-week absence.

Rattay separated his throwing
shoulder during San Francisco’s
season opener Sept. 12 against At-
lanta_and hasn’t played since.
Ken Dorsey took every snap for
the 49rs in losses at New Or-
leans and Seattle.

Rattay returned to practice
Wednesday and threw for the
first time without taking
pain-blocking injections. He had
no soreness Thursday and looked
strong leading the offense in team
drills.

“It felt great today,” Rattay
said. “I feel 100 percent. I was

ed up that it wasn’t sore and 1
felt like I was throwing a lot hard-
er and had a lot of zip. The ball is
popping out of there like it used
to.”
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Els takes lead in AmEx
with 64 in rainy Ireland

The Associated Press

THOMASTOWN, Ireland — Wild
weather seems to bring out the best in
Ernie Els. He was steady and spectacu-
lar Friday in cool rain, warm sunshine

and blustery condi-

Golf
roundup

gave a
two-shot lead in the
American Express
Championship.

Els emerged from his post-majors
funk with one of his best rounds of the
year, starting with four straight birdies
and ending with a 10-foot par putt at
Mount Juliet to get in position for his
first World Golf Championship title.

“I knew it was going to be rough
today,” Els said. “I mean, 64 in these
conditions ... it’s one of the better
rounds I've played this year. I haven’t
shot a low score for quite a while, so
this was nice.”

Els was at 11-under 133 and led by
two over Miguel Angel Jimenez (68)
and Todd Hamilton (69), who beat Els
in a four-hole playoff at Royal Troon
to win the British Open.

Tiger Woods’ back injury was much
improved, but his putter went on the
disabled list over the final nine holes.
He three-putted twice, missed a cou-
ple of short ones and wound up with
19 putts on the back nine for a 70 that

left him five shots behind.

“I putted so bad on the back nine
that it cost me four shots,” Woods said.
“There’s still a long way to go.”

The road looks shorter with the Big
Easy in command.

Els has played in Europe for a dozen
years and knows not to expect any-
thing in wacky weather. Still, he plays
some of his best golf in the worst condi-
tions, most notably his 72 in the third
round at Muirfield that sent him on his
way to the British Open title in 2002.

“Whenit’s like this, it's a good oppor-
tunity to do something, to maybe catch
up,” Els said.

Els, who started the second round
three shots behind Hamilton, did bet-
ter than that. And he wasted no time.

He birdied the first four holes, near-
ly making an ace on the par-3 third,
and was in the lead before Hamilton
even reached the first tee. Els went on
to birdie six of his first 10 holes before
finally dropping his only shot on the
11th when his 7-iron went long and he
missed a 4-footer for par.

The weekend is loaded with possibil-
ities, with 13 players within five shots
of the lead.

Justin Leonard, desperate for a
strong finish to qualify for the Tour
Championship, shot 68 to finish at
8-under 136.

U.S. Open champion Retief Goosen,
Lee Westwood and Thomas Bjorn shot

Tiger Woods' struggles off the tee
have continued in the American Ex-
press Championship. On Friday, he hit
only six of 14 fairways, and through
36 holes his tee shots have finished in
the fairway 13 of 28 times.

69 and were another stroke back at
137, along with Steve Flesch (70).
Woods was in a large group at 138
that included Brad Faxon (68) and
local favorite Padraig Harrington (69).

Senden, Frazar, Day lead
Southern Farm Bureau Classic
MADISON, Miss. — John Senden

closed his 7-under 65 with his second
eagle of the round and shared the lead
with Harrison Frazar and Glen Day
after the first round of the Southern
Farm Bureau Classic.

Brothers Brenden and Deane Pap-
pas were at 66 along with Loren Rob-
erts, Bill Glasson, David Sutherland
and Patrick Sheehan.

Grand jury investigation of CU’s
sex scandal will stay under wraps

The Associated Press

DENVER — A judge has rejected re-
quests to unseal the grand jury investi-
gation of the sex-and-booze scandal
surrounding the University of Colo-

rado football pro-

gram, saying he
BT OB Could only release
briefs the report had no in-

dictment been re-
turned.

The sprawling investigation of the
scandal resulted in a single indictment
against a former football recruiting
aide, Nathan Maxcey.

He is charged with misdemeanor so-
licitation and two felonies: embezzle-
ment of public property and theft, both
related to allegations he used a school
cell phone to call a dating chat line.

Mazxcey has said he used a universi-
ty-issued cell phone to call an escort
service but that the calls were to ar-
range liaisons only for himself.

The grand jury reportedly criticizes
how Boulder campus Chancellor Rich-
ard Byyny oversaw the athletic depart-
ment and the climate athletic director
Dick Tharp and football coach Gary
Barnett created within the department.

The Board of Regents reportedly
agreed to ask District Judge Jeffrey
Bayless to suppress the report because
the grand jury called them “unquali-
fied” to oversee the athletic depart-
ment.

Attorney ~ General

Ken Salazar,
whose office i i

precedent was clear: He could only re-
lease a report if no indictments are is-
sued. Salazar promised an appeal.

Sheriff’s department set to release
some records in Bryant case

EAGLE, Colo. — Some previously
sealed documents and evidence from
the sexual assault case against Kobe
Bryant will be released Friday, the
Eagle County sheriff’s office said.

The records could include a tran-
script of the NBA star’s interview with
investigators, statements from some
witnesses, an arrest affidavit and inves-
tigators’ reports. They could include
phone records and other documents.

Attorneys were reviewing the evi-
dence to remove the name of the al-
leged victim and other information pro-
tected by privacy law, sheriff’s spokes-
woman Kim Andree said Thursday.

Roddick, Federer win in Thailand
BANGKOK, Thailand — Andy Rod-

dick smacked 21 aces Friday in a 6-3,
6-4 victory over Sweden’s Thomas Jo-
hansson to reach the semifinals of the
Thailand Open.

No. 1 Roger Federer, bidding for his
10th title of the season, defeated Swe-
den’s Robin Soderling 3), 6-4 —
leading the top four- =eeded players
into the semifinals.

Federer next faces No. 4-seeded
Paradorn Srichaphan. Roddick’s oppo-
nent will be No. 3 Marat Safin.

Craven gets ride in Talladega
PORTLAND, Maine — Ricky Cra-
ven, who lost his ride with PPI Motor-
sports, will be in the driver’s seat this
weekend for Joe Gibbs Racing at Ala-

bama’s Talladega Superspeedway.
The Maine native said the unexpect-
ed chance to drive the team’s third car

Mavericks sign
A. Johnson as
player/coach

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Here’s a rare scene: The Dallas Maver-
icks held a news conference Thursday to announce the
signing of a player who proclaimed that if all goes as
planned, he won’t play a single minute this season.

And his bosses happily agreed.

So goes the hiring of Avery Johnson, technically as a
backup point guard but realistically as another coach
— possibly even the next head coach.

Johnson will spend the season on
the injured list, unless a real injury to
Jason Terry, rookie Devin Harris or
swingman Marquis Daniels forces
him onto the roster.

“If 'm out there starting, we're in trouble,”
said, flashing his ever-present grin.

Instead of a jersey, Johnson will wear a suit and
work closely with coach Don Nelson and his staff. He'll
spend halffimes with them, not his teammates. And
when he’s on the floor during practices, he’s more like-
ly to be blowing a whistle than leading a fast break.

It’s not as awkward as it might seem. Johnson did the
same thing durmg the 2002 and 2003 postseasons,
drawing rave reviews from players and coaches. His
pep talk before Game 7 of a first-round series against
Portland was widely credited with helping Dallas ad-
vance, ultimately to the Western Conference finals.

“He’s a guy that I have hand-picked to eventually re-
place me as I go into my retirement years,” said Nel-
son, who is under contract for this season and two
more. “I am really excited to have him here working
alongside of me.”

Grizzlies sign leading-scorer Gasol, Swift

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Memphis Grizzlies signed
last season’s leading scorer, Pau Gasol, to a multi-year
contract extension. Terms were not available.

The native of Spain averaged 17.7 points, 7.7 re-
bounds and 1.69 blocks per game last season. The
7-foot Gasol ranked 20th in the NBA in field goal per-
centage and 18th in blocks.

On Thursday, the Grizzlies signed restricted
free-agent forward Stromile Swift to a one-year deal.
Terms of the contract were not released.

The 6-foot-9, 225-pound Swift averaged 9.4 points,
4.9 rebounds and had a career-high 118 blocked shots
last season as primarily a reserve.

Fox, who won three titles with Lakers, retires

LOS ANGELES — Rick Fox retired Thursday, end-
ing a 13-year career during which he was part of three
championship teams with the Los Angeles Lakers.

Fox, beset by injuries last season, was traded by the
Lakers to the Celtics on Aug. 6. It had been expected he
would retire rather than report to Boston’s training
camp, which begins Monday.

The Celtics, who were aware of Fox’s injuries when
they made the trade, waived him on Thursday to facili-
tate his retirement.

The 35-year-old forward, who averaged a career-low
4.8 points last season, was bothered by foot, neck and
back injuries that limited him to 38 games. He spent
the summer rehabilitating, but never fully recovered,
his Staci Wolfe said.

NBA
briefs

Johnson

could lead to other opp: , but
no promises were made and he’ a not
banking on any.

“More than likely this is a short
story,” Craven said.

The Associated Press

DENVER — The point guard
thought he was great. The general
manager had no comment. Dennis
Rodman himself? He thinks the Den-
ver Nuggets could use a guy like him.

The 43-year-old former NBA re-

that nine women were assaulted by

football players since 1997, has called

for a release of the grand jury report.
Bayless, however, said state legal

bounding at-
tempt took another step Thursday
when he participated in an informal
workout with the Nuggets.

Rodman works out with Nuggets

“Talk to other players and they’ll
say that wasn’t a 43-year old guy that
‘was running today,” Rodman told the
Rocky Mountain News. “That wasn’t
a 43- year—old guy. That was a freak
out

It Was hard to tell whether he has a
future with the Nuggets.

“I really have no comment,” Nug-
gets GM Kiki Vzndeweghe said.
“There’s not really anything to say in
Dennis’ situation.”

Atlanta officials watch Griffin work out

HOUSTON — Atlanta Hawks General Manager
Billy Knight and director of basketball operations
Chris Grant were in Houston on Thursday to watch
troubled forward Eddie Griffin work out, a television
station reported.

Griffin, cut last season by the New Jersey Nets and
the Houston Rockets, said Atlanta and the Los Angeles
Lakers are among several teams considering signing
him for the upcoming season.

“Definitely L.A., with Rudy (Tomjanovich) over
there, Miami, Minnesota and Atlanta,” Griffin told
Houston television station KRIV in a report aired
Thursday.

Griffin, the seventh pick in the 2001 draft, missed the
entire 2003-04 season because of legal battles and sub-
stance-abuse issues. He was given 18 months proba-
tion in March after pleading guilty to a misdemeanor
charge of deadly conduct. He was ordered to continue
treatment for alcohol abuse.
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It’s prime time
for Los Angeles

Dodgers looking to clinch NL West
title at home against hated Giants

The Associated Press

Los Angeles put itself in prime
position to make the playoffs
heading into the final weekend of
e regular season, while Chica-
g0, Houston and San Francisco
were fighting to reach the postsea-
son and San

Diego retained

NI. only a long-shot
hope.

The Dodgers
Roundllp rallied fror%l a
10th-inning defi-
cit, then beat the Colorado Rock-
ies 4-2 in the 11th on a two-run
homer by David Ross.

Los Angeles took a three-game
lead over the Giants heading into
a three-game series against San
Francisco at Dodger Stadium
starting Friday night.

“The good thing is that they’re
going to see us clinch against
them,” Dodgers closer Eric
Gagne said. “It's going to be amaz-
ing and a lot of fun — especially
for the fans. They’ll be able to see
us do it against the hated Giants.”

Down the West Coast in San
Diego, Jerome Williams pitched
seven innings in his first start in
two months to lead the Giants
over San Diego 4-1. San Fran-
cisco tied idle Houston atop the
wild-card race, one game ahead

of the Chicago Cubs, who lost 2-1
in 12 innings to Cincinnati. The
Padres are three games behind
San Francisco.

“We have two chances now,”
Giants manager Felipe Alou said.

Ross was batting just .169 be-
fore his homer off Brian Fuentes
(2-4). It was Ross’ fifth homer this
season and first since Aug. 11.

“It feels good, really good, for
me to get a big hit and help
club,” he said. “I haven’t helped
the team offensively all year and I
finally did tonight.”

Colorado took a 2-1 lead in the
10th on Jeromy Burnitz’s two-out
RBI single off Gagne, who was
pitching one day after receiving a
cortisone injection for stiffness in
his right shoulder. The Dodgers
tied it in the bottom half off
Chin-hui Tsao when Hee-Seop
Choi doubled, took third as Tsao
threw wildly to first on Cesar Iz-
turis’ sacrifice bunt and scored on
Jayson Werth’s forceout.

Yhency Brazoban 5-2)
blanked Colorado in the 11th, end-
ing it by throwing a called third

e past Royce Clayton wi
runners at the corners.

“There’s just some magic here
in this clubhouse,” said the Dodg-
ers’ Jose Lima, who started on his
32nd birthday. “This is a special
group. The way that we're doing

San Francisco first baseman J.T. Snow comes up empty trying to snare a drive down the first base line by
San Diego’s Ramon Vazquez in the seventh inning of Thursday night’s game. Vazquez ended up with a triple.

it, it's like we don’t want to give
up. This is probably the best birth-
day gift of my whole career be-
cause we won and I helped the
team.”

Colorado closes with three
games at Houston.

Giants 4, Padres 1: Ray
Durham homered off Adam
Eaton (11-14) leading off the
four-run fourth. The Padres com-
mitted two errors in the inning,
leading to three unearned runs.
Williams (10-7) allowed one run
and four hits, struck out three and
walked one.

San Diego closes with three
games at Arizona.

“What makes it worse is how
we lost,” Phil Nevin said. “We
gave up three unearned runs, we
had a guy pitching his tail off and
we're pitching to Barry Bonds
every time he comes to the plate.”
Bonds was 1-for-4.

Reds 2, Cubs 1: Chicago
stranded 12 runners at Wrigley
Field. Javier Valentin doubled in
the go-ahead run off Kyle Farn-
sworth with two outs in the 12th
following Adam Dunn’s leadoff
single off Mike Remlinger (1-2).
The Cubs close at home against
NL East champion Atlanta.

“It’s tough to lose two 12-inning
games in a row, especially when
we had opportunities to win the
game,” dejected Cubs manager
Dusty Baker said. “It's tough to
lose like this down the stretch.”

Mark Prior matched a career
high with 16 strikeouts in nine in-
nings, and Sammy Sosa hit his
34th homer in the sixth. He tied
Harmon Killebrew for seventh on
the career list at 573.

Dunn_struck out twice, and
with 190 broke the season record
set by Bobby Bonds.

Juan Padilla (1-0) struck out

Michael Barrett with the bases
loaded to end the 11th.

Brewers 7, Cardinals 6: Visit-
ing Milwaukee sent the NL Cen-
tral champions to their first
four-game losing streak of the
year. Matt Morris (15-10), the
Cardinals’ likely starter in their
playoff opener next week, al-
lowed six runs and seven hits in
four innings.

Doug Davis (12-12) gave up
two runs and seven hits in six in-
nings. Keith Ginter hit a
three-run homer in the first and
Scott Podsednik a two-run drive
in the fow

Phillies 7, Marllns 4: Pat Bur-
rell went 4-for-4, including a t
breaking two-run single off Gui
ermo Mota (9-8) in the host Phil-
lies’ six-run seventh. Todd Jones
(11-5) threw a scoreless seventh
and Billy Wagner pitched the
ninth for his 21st save.
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Minaya faces daunting task

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Omar Minaya
grew up a few blocks from Shea
Stadium and realizes the task

ead of him.

“We know as New Yorkers no-
body wants to hear excuses. Get it
done. That’s it,” he said Thurs-
day. “I have this dream of some-
day winning the World Series
here in New York, a New York
kid winning the World Series, and
having a parade down Broadway.
That’s my dream.”

A year after he turned down
the Mets’ offer to share power
with Jim Dugquette, the reeling
team lured Minaya from the
Expos with a five-year contract
and the title of general manager
and executive vice president of
baseball operations. The way
owner Fred Wilpon explained it,
Minaya might as well have Harry
Truman’s “The Buck Stops Here”
sign on his desk.

“Omar will have the authority
and the autonomy in the baseball

department,” Wilpon said. “He
will make the final decisions.”
Duquette, who succeeded

Steve Phillips as GM on an inter-
im basis in June 2003 and was
given the job last October, was de-
moted to senior vice president of
baseball operations and will re-
port to Minaya, who made his rep-

utation as a talent
evaluator.

Minaya is good
friends with Du-
quette, who has
tWo years remain-
ing on his contract
and will get the
same salary he
had as GM.

“I was extreme-
ly disappointed in
this decision,”
said Duquette, an administrator
rather than a talent evaluator.
“Having said that, I understand
why they did what they did.”

Minaya, the first Hispanic gen-
eral manager in the major
leagues, will hire the replace-
ment for manager Art Howe,
fired midway through a $9.4 mil-
lion, four-year contract. While
Jim Fregosi has been mentioned
as a candidate, Minaya’s hiring
could lead the Mets to consider
bringing back Bobby Valentine,
who battled Phillips and was
fired after the 2002 season.

Minaya’s arrival also could
lead to a turnover in the Mets’
clubhouse. Pitchers John Franco
and Al Leiter could be jettisoned,
and Mike Piazza could be dealt to
an AL team and become a desig-
nated hitter.

New York, in its third straight
losing season, is 70-89 and fourth

|

Minaya

in the five-team NL East follow-
ing consecutive last-place finish-
es. The Mets were 44-41 on the
weekend before the All-Star
id as they failed to

“The first half was a step for-
ward. and then it was probably
two steps back in the second
half,” said Jeff Wilpon, the own-
er’s son and the team’s chief oper-
ating officer. “I don’t want to lose.
That’s not what we’re here for.”

Following Wilpon’s buyout of
partner Nelson Doubleday two
years ago, Jeff Wilpon has taken a
more visible role. The Wilpons de-
nied that ownership had inter-
fered with baseball decisions.

“There’s no questlon the per-
ception is there,” Fred Wilpon
said. “I don’t think it's the reali-

New York was criticized for a
pair of trades on July 30. The
Mets acquired Victor Zambrano
from Tampa Bay for prospect
Scott Kazmir, a left-hander who
has struck out 35 in 27'/s innings
for the Devil Rays. New York also
obtained pitcher Kris Benson,
who is eligible for free agency,
from Pittsburgh for Ty Wigginton
and prospects.

A turnaround next year is espe-
cially important, Fred Wilpon
said, because the Mets’ television
contract expires after the 2005
season.
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[ Major League Baseball scoreboard

American League

Cleveland
Detroit
Kansas City

Anaheim
Oakland
Texas

Seatt] 62
S Slnched playoffspot
y-clinched division

s games
Detrot 8, Tormgh By . 1ot game
Roa Bay 6 batrott 4 2nc game

Baltimore 9, Toronto 3

N.Y. Yankees 6 Minnesota 4

xS Kansas City 2
's game:s

N.Y. Yankees at Toronto
‘Tampa Bay at

Boston at Baltimore

Cleveland at Minnesota

Sox at Kansas City
Texas at Seattle

Anaheim at Oakland

urday's games
(Sleveland (Westbrook 14:9) at Minnesota
iiv
Boston (Schiling 21-6) at Baltimore (Ca-
brera 12-7), Ist
1Ef55)‘°" (Arroyo 10.9) at Baltimore Ponson
11-15),
Vankees (KBrown 105) at Toronto
hilacay 1S
Jncheim Escobar 11-12) ot Oakland (Zito
11
Tampa Bay (Kazmir 2-2) at Detroit (Knotts
icago White So»

C\ly (B Anderson 5:12)
s (Rogers 17-9) at Seattle (Moyer

2:2) at Kansas

inday’s games
NY. Vankees St ot

Cheato Wits S0 ¢ Kansas Gity
Texas at Seattle
Anaheim at Oakland

Thursday
Tigers 8, Devil Rays 0
irst game
DETROIT TAMPA BAY
abrhbi abrhbi
Infante ss 6121 Crwfrd cf 4010
Hagnsn rf 5121 Lugoss 4000
IRdrgz ¢ 4222 Huff 1b 4000
DYong dh 4020 TMrtnz dh 3000
CPenalb 5012 Cmngslf 4000
Monroelf 4220 JoCruzrf 3010
Inge 3t 5121 Cantu2b 3010
Jsmith 2b 4111 Frdycec 3000
Grndrs cf 4020 Upton 3b 3010
41 816 8 Totals 31040
nm’ 012 201 020-8
Tampa
DP—’ ramna Bay 1. LOB—Detroit 12, Tamna
Bay 5. ZB (ZZ) Monroe (27), Inge 2

O3 Yiton (1 30 focruy (). ir Rotkious
U anee 03

Detroit
Bndrm W13 9 4
rampa Bay

gazeiionLes 5 1t 24
Webl / 4 3 4
R 1o
T—2:28. A—0 (43, 9697
Devil Rays 6, Tigers 4
Second game
DETROIT TAMPA BAY
abrhbi abrhbi
Infante ss 5121 Lugodh 4010
Inge ¢ 3000 Uptonss 4000
Monroerf 2021 Huff 1b 3100
RoWhte dh 4 0 0 0 JoCruz rf 4330
Genalp  41liCanu 4143
Thmes If 3000 m 3111
Hggnsnph 10 0 0 Diaz 2010
i3 4090 Cuitact 2000
Raburn2b 3110 THallc 4012
Jsmith 2b 1000 Rolls cf 3000
Logan cf 2111
DYong ph 0000
Grndrs pr 0000
Totals 32484 Iolals 336116
I)amit 020—4
Tam 6
Efmge (15). I.ogan (2) THa\I (6) DP Tam—
a Bay 1 it 6, Tampa Bay
—Infante (26). JoCruz (ZS) Camu (19),
\az (1), THall (21). 3B—Cantu (1). HI
a (27). SB—| Rahum (1). les @. CS Men-
roe (4), Rolls (1). S—|
. H RER BB SO
Ledezma 5 52 2 0 3
Levine 52 11 2 0
German Y50 0 0 0 0
lyer Y30 0 0 0 1
Dingman L,2-2 33300
jalker 1 0 0 0 1
a
Hendrickson 7 52 2 2 6
Harper W62 122210
DBaez 5,30 1 100 1 0
Dingman pitched to 3 batters in the 8th.
P by Ledezma (Aufh. T-235. A-10:305

Rangers 6, Angels 3

ANAHEIM TEXAS
abrhbi abrhbi
Figgins2b 4120 AFox2b 5000
Erstadlb 4000 Nixcl 1220
VGrerorf 4243 MYongss 3111
Glausdh 4000 Txeiradh 3110
DVnoncf 4000 Blalock3b 3120
Pride If 2000 Mench 2101
ARiggslf 1010 AGnzizlb 4023
Kichmph 1010 CAllenlf 3001
BMolnac 4000 Hckabyc 3000
Mephrs3b 3000
Eckstinss 3000
Totals M3IgITotals e8¢
heim 000 102 0003
Texas S0 0aL 006

, Texas 7.
2 g 03). 35k . Bk Vagirero
2(38). SB—Figains (39 SF- voung, CAllen.

naheim
rstves &7 55 5 7
Gregg 26111 01
ROrtiz 100000
Texas
Young W32 6 43314
BShouse Tz 0000
JeNelson 10000
Dickey 5.1 1000 2
53" 2303 o115

Athletics 3, Mariners

SEATTLE OAKLAND
abrhbi

ISuzuki rf 5011 Kotsay cf

Winn cf 4011 McLmr2b

EMrtnzdh 4 0 0 0 Scutaro 2b

Ibanez If 4020 EChavz3b

BBoone2b 3 0 0 0 Httberg 1b

JoCbra 3b 4020 Dyerf

Lopezss 4010 Crosbyss

Olivoc 2220 Swisher dh

Dobbsph 100 0 ByresIf

Wilsn 0000 Mihuse

B\mg‘\s! b 2000

eed cf 2000

Totals 352 9 2 Totals

Seattle 001 010 000—2
kla 00 0013

One when winni nﬂ rur

T ROl 3 (15, Koteay OF). HRBye
B, Crosby G2,

RER BB SO
RFrank\lr\ 7 32115
ornton 110010
Atchison L,2-3 /1 1.1 0 0
kland
im: 54 8 2 2 1 3
Duchscherer 0" 00010
Rincon 100 01
Bradford e D 0 000
Dotel W,6-2 0 2
Duchscherer pnched (0 l batter in the 6th.
WP—Thorr . 01 (43,662).
Orioles 9, Blue lays 3
TORONTO BALTIMORE
abrhbi abrhbi
Mnchnodh 4 11 1 BRbrts 2b 4110
OHudsn2b 310 0 Newhn rf 5233
VWwells cf 3000 Mora3b 5121
CDlgdo1b 3122 Tejadass 4123
s rf 3010 RPImo 1b 4010
Jhnson If 4000 Jvlopzc 1010
Hinske 3b 4020 GGilc 3000
Quirozc 3000 Surhoff If 4000
Wdwrdss 2000 Gbbonsdh 3211
Adams ss. 200 0 Bigbie cf 4231
Totals 3136 3 Totals 914 9
rorm) 012 000—-3
02x-9
E ommx(z), Riley (5). DP— Yoronml Bal-
2. [OB—Tort imore 6.

nio 6. 'Bal
ZB—TE jada (40). HR—! Menecmno (9), CDelga-
do )(zzﬂ Newon ®) Telade (3, Gibbons

SB—VWeI s (9), 5).
H RER BB SO
nto
Towers L9-8 2 6 4 4 10
Glynn 345 3 3 1 2
ile s 1 00 0 0
MBatista 22201
Baltimore
Riley W,3-4 5 33335
Williams 2 20000
Julio 1 000 1 2
Groom 1 100 0 1
Towers pitched to 5 hzt(ers in lhe 3rd
HBP—by  Williams  (Quiroz).
A=18783 (48.286).
Yankees 6, Twins 4
MINNESOTA NEW YORK
abrhbi abrhbi
LFord If 5000 Jeterss 4010
Jones rf 4000 ARdrgz 3b 5000
THnter cf 412 1 Shffield rf 4000
Mrneaulb 411 1 Matsuilf 3311
Koskie 3b 4010BWImsdh 4232
Cddyer2b 4110 Posadac 4021
Kubel dh 3100 Olerud 1b 4122
Ojeda ss 3011 Cairo2b 3010
HBInco ¢ 3011 Loftoncf 4020
Offrmnph 1010
Brders ¢ 0000
tals 354 8 4 Totals 35612
Mlnmim 011 001 100-4
New York 201
One out when winning run scored.

B anes( lew York 10.
HBlanco_ (18). HR—THunter (23), Morneau
UQ) Matsui (31) EW\Ihams (21), Olerud (9).

—Kubel (1). S- airo.

RER BB SO

Minnesota
5 62222
k2 1100
Y03 11 10
2 00005
o 12210
6/ 7 4 4 1 4
/s 0 0 0 0 0
l 00 U 01
1 0 11

hed to 2 batters in the oth
I R S,

White Sox 9, Royals 2

CHICAGO KANSAS CITY
abrhbi abrhbi
Rwandcf 5113 Dlesuscf 4010
Uribe2b 5132 Berroass 4000
Caleelf ~ 4120Randa3db 4000
Knerkolb 5011Stairsib 4110
de 3 5110Nunezrf 3000
Vientindh 3000 pckergdh 3110
urke ¢ 4221 Buckc 3000
Brehrdrf 42 11Riafordlf 3011
Valdezss 3000 Gotay 3000

Wharrs2b 1111

Is” 39912 9 Totals 31241
hicago 000 110 151-9
1525 City -2
Burke (3), George (1). DP—Chicago 1.

E-|

LOB—Chicago 8, Kansas Cify 2. 28—Koner}

(22), Delesub (19, Stairs (21, Relaford (14)
(239, Uribe (23), Borchard (8).

SB—Valentin (8).

H RER BB SO

“hicago

Buehrle W,16-10 9 4 2 10
s City

George &4 2 111
Camp L,2-2 22 1110
Carrascc 1/ 6 6 6 3 0
Kinney kA 0.0 0 1

PB—I Euck T—2:21. A-11 507 (40,785).

AL leaders

48; Bel-
elan i, Bosion, 46
imires, Boston, i; Jeter. ew York, 43
THafner, Cleveland, 41; Lugo, Tam
Mora,

; MY
Yampa
nt ewhan, Baltimore:
Fofton, New Yokt
Home runs— MRamwez, Boston, 43

ko, Chicago, 4]
o, Anaheim, 3
riguez, Newvar
ien bas
isgzukl Seatte, 35 o, Ana A
2, New Yorl oberts, Baltimore,

hnon. Clawalsnd. 35 vetar, Naw Vork,

19 (16 Decisions)—Schilling, Boston

Wilder akian, 11 168, 4315
Qakland, 17.¢ b7 347 Rogérs.

654, , Minnesota,
Viartinez, Boston, 165, 640

st sota, 265;
piartnes. Bostor, 357; SCRMnG. Boston:
203; Kescobar, Anaﬁe.m 185; FGarcia, Chica:

onderman, Detroit, 168; Lilly, Toron-

Mpivera, New York 53: Feordero,
Texas, 48; Nathar, Minnesota, 43; percival
Anaheim,’ 32; Foulke, Boston, 31; DBae:

30; Jullo, Baftmore, 22 Dotel

National League

East Division
W L Pct GB
xAtlanta 9 65 591 —
Philadelphia 8 15 528 10
Florida & 77 56 12
New York 70 89 440 2
Montreal 65 94 409 29
Central Division
xSt bouis 103 56 648
Houston 8 70 560 14
icago 8 71 55 15
Cincinnatj 75 84 472 2
gitspurh 70 88 443 32m
Milwau 6 92 418 364
West Division
Los Angeles 92 67 579 —
san Francisco 8 70 360 3
San Diego 8 73 541 6
Colorado 68 o1 428 2
49110 308 &3

Ariz
eelinched division

Cincinnati 2, cmcagocu%sx 12innings
Philadelphia 7, Florida
ilwaukee 7, oulss
San Francisco 4, S: §
Los Angeles 4, Colorado 1 innings

Atantaat chicaga Cal

Colorado at Houston
Wilwaukee at st Louis
San Diego at

izona
33 Francisco at Los Angeles
saturday’
o Pmshurﬁh Fogg 10°10) 8t Cincinnati (Van
tlanta (Thomson 14-8) at Chicago Cubs
(CZambrar
T anEiaco (homko 11:7) at Los Angeles
jackson 2-1 or Dessens 2-
Milwaukee (Sheets 11-14) at St. Louis (Mar-
Ui 15+
9 €jorado (Estes 15:7) at Houston (Oswalt
(JFlorida (Beckett 8:9) at Philadelphia (Ml
Montreal (LHernandez 11-15) at N
(giter 108
Diego_ (Lawrence 15:14) at Arizona
sur

- Mets

an
(RJohnson 15-14)
inday's games
Montre: ts
Pittsburghat Cincinnati
Florida at Philadelphia
Colorado at Houston
Milwaukee at St.
Atlanta at Chicago Cut
Sﬂn Hrancisco atLos Angeles
Diego at Arizona

t Louis

NL wild card standings

w Pct GB
Houston 89 70 .560
San Francisco 89 560 —
Chicago Cubs 88 71 553 1
San Diego 5 73 541 3
hurs
Reds 2 Cnbs 1 (12)

CINCINNATI

abrh I1i abrhbi
Flopez3b 4000 CPttsoncf 6000
DJmnz 2b 4000 Greprrss 5000
Casey 1b 5000 ARmrz 3b 4000
Bunnlf 3110 Aloulf 6020
Kearns rf 5121 SSosarf 4121
Bragg cf 5000 TWalkr 2b 3000
aRue 4020 Grdzin 2b 2010
Freelpr ~ 0000Deleelb 4010
Vlentin ¢ 1011Bakoc 1000
Mchadoss 4000 Barrettc 2000
Harangp 2000 Prior p 3000
JaCruzph 1000 Dmpstrp 0000
Redling p 0000 Godwinph 1000
GWhv(eE‘ 0000 Rmingrp 0000
Larkin pt 1000 Frnswrp. 0000
JoAvdo p 000 0 Macias ph 1010
Padilla p 0000
ofals 4126 2 Totals 42171
Ghcimati 000 000 100" 00172

LOB Cinginnati 6, cmcago . S5—Vajer:
n 40). 3-Kearris (2). HR Keams'(0).
o2 ts8e SE b (6, Frea GP.
Diimenez, Garciaparra.
[ RER BB SO

Cincinnati
Haran:
Rieding

7
1
1
SoRChve 1
Eadla W, 30 2
9
1
1

lies 7, Marlins 4

FLORIDA PHILADELPHIA
Pierre cf
LDucac
Cbrera If
Loy

=

8!=_==_==_=._»=;.uwog

Bocoorooooomnonammm NS

BWgnr
Inla:s 34483 lnlgls °

88

TSRelr . Dabell @91 BpHorda 1.

LOB F\undaé‘ﬂ‘ Pmlzdélnhmg 2B P\E"E
El Rollins (12). SB Lﬂar\co (7) Burrel\ (2).
Hobenthar 378 Wills 2, Dael
B SO
9 3 3 0 3
Mota L9-8 1 4 4 4 1 1
P 1 000 20
ladelphia
4/ 6 4 4
mac Y0 0 0
Hernande 100
Tlones W,11-5 1 100
rmier : 000
WorreH 0 D 0
jac 0

ners
v hed o 2bhtters n the 76, Hep
?’ dmunme). by Floyd (Cabrera), by
Hoyd (Lg Duca). W= Telemaco. Pg—Lieber-
T35 A 36,080 (43.500).

Brewers 7, Cardinals 6

MILWAUKEE sT.LoUIS

abrhbi abrhb
sdn 5123 Tquchi 512
Krynzelrf 3120 Rnteriass 501
ubaylb 4100 puolsiy 212
JenkinsIf 5111 Rolen3 311
KGintrzb 4113 Lokirdpr 010
Broyan 4000RSNdrs It 412
CunsellSs 3230 Cedenorf 512
Moelle; 3o1oNthenc 301
DDavisp 2000 Luna 2! 200
dams 0000 Wmackph 100
Mgrderph 1000 Calip 000
{rianop’ 0000 lmghsp 000
bp 0000 LWalkrph 100
Morrisp 000
Edmndph 100
Flors p 000
Mabryph 000
ing p 000
techip 000
Andn2b 201
9 612

s (;
3323, WA derson (m

L2 (b ey (18 5o
<O Codeno &, 5™ Mosller, Dbayis.
RER BB SO

ing
Simontacchi
cali

Isringhausen
HRE S Tiriang_anders), by
ryre by Niars (eynseh: pemoaler
T-3:T6. A—24,893 (50,385).

Giants 4, Padres 1

SANFRANCISCO  SAN DIEGO
abrhbi abrhbi
Drham2b 5111RVazazss 3120
Tuckerrf 5010 Ojedaph 0000
Alfonzo3b 4110 Hansenph 1000
sif 41100tsukap 0000
snowlb  3111Lorettazb 3000
Przynsc  40108Gilesrf 4001
DCruzss 4011 N 4000
Grssomcf 4000 3010
JeWms. 3010 2010
yre p 0000R: 3000
rower 0000 3000
Torcatoph 1010 2010
Ellisonpr 0000 0000
mns 0000 L 0000
N: 0000
0000
Totals 374 9 3 Totals 30151
fanFrancisco

000
Nevin . RaHemandez (e), Pay ton

@. Dp-san Francisco
nDiegos. (325 Preroyag.
O A (3 Aurire By Caten .
:a p\;azqueZ(ZLHR Durham (16). SB—Elli-
) P H RER BB SO

San Francisco
JeWilliamsW,107 7 4 1 1 1 3
Eyre 0 00010
Brower 1 00000
Hermansonsi6 1 1 0 0 0 2

ieg

T8 a1
00010
NER R TR
O pitched to 1 batter i the sth. HBP-
9. A-45,389

by, Jewiliams (Lorefta). T

Dodgers 4, Rockies 2 (11)

COLORADO LOS ANGELES

abrhbi ab rh bi
Miles2b 6110 Izturisss 401
Claytonss 5010 Werthif 500
Helton1b 3030 Sinleycf 500
Castilla3b 4010Beltredb 500
Burnitzcf 5011 ShGrenrf 512
Hawperf  3110Vnturalb 302
Atkinsph 1000 Saenzph 000
Frmancf 1000 Florespr 000
Piedralf ~ 3010Gagnep 000
LuGnzllf ~ 2000Brzbanp 000
Closserc 5021 TWilsnph 100
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Athletics,

Crosby’s homer
clears way for
winner-take-all
set in Oakland

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — The big-
gest home run of Bobby Crosby’s
rookie season gave the Oakland
Athletics a dramatic victory and
set up a winner-take-all AL West
showdown with the eim
gels.

Crosby homered in the ninth in-
ning Thursday to give the A’s a
3-2 victory over the Seattle Mari-

ners that
AL

moved Oakland
Roundup

back into a tie
with  Anaheim
atop the AL
West after the
Angels lost 62
at Texas. The division champion
will be determined in a sea-
son-ending three-game series at
Oakland this weekend.

“That’s the perfect way to end
the season — just perfect,” Cros-
by said.

Seattle’s Ichiro Suzuki got his
256th hit to move within one of
George  Sisler’s  84-year-old
record, but it was Crosby’s blast
that had the bigger impact.

‘With the score 2-2 in the ninth,
Crosby fouled off a bunt attempt
before pounding a one-out pitch
from Scott Atchison (2-3) for his
22nd homer.

With his grandparents in the
screaming crowd, Crosby raised
his fist and rounded the bases
while his excited teammates got
ready to mob him at the plate.

s the best feeling of my life,

A

New York’s Miguel Cairo scampers back to first ahead of a throw from the outfield after hitting a single in the
third inning of Thursday night's game. The Yankees won 6-4 to clinch their seventh straight AL East title.

by far,” Crosby said. “That’s like
a dream, to run around and see
your teammates waiting for you.”

Suzuki extended his hitting
streak to 10 games with a
run-scoring single in the third.
He went just 1-for-5 and made
the Mariners’ final out, striking
out against Octavio Dotel (6-2) in
the ninth.
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“I want to finish the season
strong in Seattle and have no re-
grets,” said Suzuki, who didn’t
want to talk directly about the sea-
son record for hits.

Jermaine Dye also homered for
the A’s, who had fallen out of first
place Wednesday night for the
first time since Aug. S.

Rangers 6, Angels 3: Adrian

Gonzalez drove in three runs with
two singles and the Rangers beat
the Angels in their home finale, a
day after being eliminated from
playoff contention.

ez’s tworun single
chased John Lackey (14-13) in a
four-run outburst in the fifth that
gave Texas a 5-1 lead.

Vladimir ~ Guerrero  went

ngels carry fight to weekend

4-for-4 with two homers for the
Angels, who had regained sole
possession of first place in the AL
West by winning the first three
games in Texas.

“If you told me at the beginning
of the year we had to win two out
of three to go to the playoffs, I'd
take my chances,” Angels first
baseman Darin Erstad said. “It's
going to be a lot of fun.”

Yankees 6, Twins 4: Bernie
Williams hit a two-run homer in
the ninth inning and the host Yan-
kees won the AL East title with
their 100th victory.

Williams’ homer was the Yan-
kees' 241st, tops in the majors
and one more than the franchise
record set in 1961. Hideki Matsui
and John Olerud also homered.

Tom Gordon (9-4) pitched one
inning to win it. Aaron Fultz (3-3)
took the loss.

Orioles 9, Blue Jays 3: Miguel
Tejada homered and drove in
three runs to boost his major
league-leading RBIs total to 146,
second in major league history by
a shortstop  behind
Stephens’ 159 for Boston in 1949.

Larry Bigbie, Jay Gibbons and
David Newhan also homered for
the host Orioles.

Carlos Delgado and Frank Me-
nechino homered for Toronto.

‘White Sox 9, Royals 2: Mark
Buehrle (16-10) pitched a four-hit-
ter for his fourth complete game
of the season and set a career best
for mmngs pitched in a season
(245'/3

Tigers 84, Devil Rays 0-6:
Toby Hall hit a tiebreakin;
two-run double in the eighth in-
ning to lead host Tampa Bay to a
split of a doubleheader. Jeremy
Bonderman (11-13) threw a
four-hitter and Ivan Rodriguez
hit his 250th career homer in the
opener.

Blue Jays staying in Canada

The Associated Press

TORONTO — The Toronto
Blue Jays are financially solid
and have no plans to follow the
Montreal Expos to the United
States, team president Paul God-
frey said.

“Are we looking in the mirror
and seeing the picture of the Mon-
treal Expos? No, I'm not too con-
cerned about that,” Godfrey said
Thursday.

Godfrey cited local ownership,
a viable stadium, a good televi-
sion contract and improving atten-
dance as reasons why the Blue
Jays will not follow many other
Canadian-based clubs to the Unit-
ed States. On Wednesday, base-
ball announced that the Expos
were headed to Washington, D.C.
next season, joining the NBA’s
Vancouver Grizzlies and the
NHL'’s Quebec Nordiques and
Winnipeg Jets in going south.

NJSEA wants baseball team

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. —
While luring the New York Mets
across the river is a long shot, the
head of the New Jersey Sports
and Exposition Authority said
Thursday that any major league

baseball team moving to the state
would thrive.

“We are going to create an envi-
ronment where they can make
money,” George Zoffinger said.

He insisted that bringing a
major league team to New Jersey
‘would not come at the expense of
state taxpayers.

“The people in Washington are
going to pay $30 million a year to
have a baseball team,” Zoffinger
said, referring to the cost of a new
stadium, the renovation of RFK
Stadium and a sweetheart lease
given to the owners of the former
Montreal Expos. “Thal doesn’t
make any sense to me.”

Zoffinger confirmed a report in
The Star-Ledger of Newark on
Thursday that state officials were
interested in getting the Mets to
move from Shea Stadium in New
York City.

“We're going to give them the
first opponumty to take advan-
tage,” Zoffinger said. “If they
don’ l there has to be someone out
there who would be interested in
seeing the value of their team in-
crease.”

Mohr has strained tendon

SAN DIEGO — San Francisco
Giants outfielder Dustan Mohr
has a strained tendon in his left
knee and is expected to miss the
rest of the regular season.

Mohr was hurt Wednesday
night when he caught Mark Loret-
ta’s sacrifice fly in foul territory
and tripped over the mound in
the Giants’ bullpen down the
right-field line, hyperextending
his knee.

Woman star of 1950s dies

AVONDALE, Pa. — Gertrude
Dunn, a pilot who played in a
women’s professional baseball
league immortalized in the 1992
film “A League of Their Own,”
died in a plane crash at 72.

Dunn, also a member of the
U.S. Field Hockey Hall of Fame,
was at the controls of the sin-
gle-engine plane when it crashed
shortly after takeoff Wednesday
from New Garden Airport, offi-
cials said.

In 1952, Dunn was voted rookie
of the year after leading her team
to the championship of the All
American  Girls  Professional
Baseball League.
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Plummer won't challenge
NFL uniform rule with
Tillman tribute, Page 31

Navy’s Matt Hall (36), David Mahoney (40) and Jontavius Singleton (10) celebrate their 24-21 victory over Air Force with teammates at Falcon
Stadium in Air Force Academy, Colo. on Thursday. Navy (5-0) can retain the Commander in Chief's Trophy with a victory over Army on Dec. 4.

Navy defeats Air Force, closes in on defending Trophy

BY JOHN MARSHALL

The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
— Geoff Blumenfeld lined up for
the game-winning kick, only to
head back to the sideline because
of a timeout. He trotted back out
to the field again and — yep — an-
other timeout.

Entering the game
0-for-the-season, Blumenfeld
should have been nervous from
the stalling tactic. He wasn’t.

Blumenfeld picked a good time
to make his first field goal, nailing
a 30-yarder with 4 seconds left to
lift Navy to a 24-21 victory over
Air Force on Thursday night.

“What an opportunity,” Blu-
menfeld said. “All year long
we've talked about getfing oppor-
tunities and taking the opportuni-
ties afforded you. Tonight was an
opportunity.”

Blumenfeld’s kick has given
Navy (5-0) a chance to do some-
thing it hasn’t done since 1981:

win the Commander in Chief’s
Trophy in consecutive years. The
Midshipmen ended Air Force’s
six-year run last year with a
28-35 victory and can repeat as
service academy champion by
beating Army on Dec. 4.

Air Force (2-3), on the other
hand, is looking for ways to turn
around what has so far been a dis-
appointing season. After losses to
California and Utah, both ranked
teams, the Falcons are off to their
worst start since opening the
1994 season 0-3.

“I'still think we have a competi-
tive football team,” Air Force
coach Fisher DeBerry said. “I'll
be interesting to see how our
team rebounds now after such a
disappointing loss.”

The matchup between two of
the nation’s top rushing teams
was decided by a couple of key
passes down the stretch — and
one big kick by Blumenfeld.

Air Force, eighth in the nation
with 278 yards rushing per game,

managed just 182 against the Mid-
shipmen before turning to the air.

Shaun Carney, who was re-
placed by Adam Fitch in the third
quarter, returned to hit J.P.
Waller on a 38-yard pass between
two defenders and Alec Messer-
all on a 10-yarder to Navy’s 19.
Carney, who finished with 221
yards, hit Darnell Stephens for a
touchdown on the next play, then
ran in for the 2-point conversion
to tie the game at 14-all.

“When I came back, it was like
“it’s time to roll or we’re not going
to win,’ ” said Carney, who went
17-for-21 with two touchdowns
and two interceptions. “Every-
body on offense had to step up
and that’s just what we did.”

Tt just wasn’t enough.

Navy, which had 22 total yards
and no first downs in the third
quarter, countered with a 66-yard
pass from Aaron Polanco to
Marco Nelson on a third-and-2.
That set up Kyle Eckel’s 3-yard
touchdown run on an option right.

SEE NAVY ON PAGE 29

Navy quarterback Aaron Polanco
breaks through a hole against Air
Force during the second quarter
on Thursday.

Els surges into
lead in American
Express
Championship
Page 32

Croshy homer sets
up A’s weekend
showdown with

Angels

Page 35

Auburn,
Tennessee face
off in battle of
SEC unbeatens
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